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~ PRESIDENT’S  LETTER ~ 
Bob Schneeflock 

 
Society Brethren, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of MGS, 
I wish each of you a healthy and prosperous 
2007. 
Our speaker for January will be Dr. Berry H. 
"Nick" Tew, Jr., State Geologist of Alabama 
and State Oil & Gas Supervisor.  Nick used 
to be a geologist here in Jackson with Cities 
Service and is a personal friend to many of 
us and is a longtime friend to our society.  He 
will bring us up to date on the modernization 
of the Alabama State Oil and Gas Board and 
the scope of information available through 
his agency. 
 
This month, the MGS brethren who have 
given us email addresses will receive the first  
e bulletin of the Mississippi Geological Soci-
ety (along with your regular paper bulletin). 
The e bulletin is a work in progress and will 
be phased into full production throughout 
2007.  At present, it is black and white but 
will be phased into color as we learn to man-
age file sizes.  Each month you will be sent a 
link to the MGS website where the .PDF file 
will be located.  Adobe reader is free and can 
be downloaded at the MGS website or just 
google adobe reader. 
If you have any problems, just call Vaughn 
Watkins.  
 
Many thanks to those who paid their MGS 
dues for ‘06-’07.  We will publish a list of 
paid members in the February bulletin with 
special thanks. 
 
‘till next time 
bs 
 
 

 

 
 

Here’s  to  a  safe,  healthy, 
and  prosperous  year   
for  all  of  us. 
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"Success is the ability to go from one failure to an-
other with no loss of enthusiasm" 
 
--Winston Churchill 
 



 September 14, 2006   Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club 

 October  19, 2006 David Scott  & Lisa Ivshin, MS 
O&G Board 

  River Hills 

 November 1, 2006  Ernie Mancini, University of AL   River Hills 

 December 9, 2006  MAPL/MGS Christmas Party   Colonial Country Club 

 January 11, 2007 Nick Tew, Ala Geol Survey   River Hills 

 February 8, 2007 TBA   River Hills 

 March 8, 2007 TBA   River Hills 

 April 12, 2007 TBA   River Hills 

 May 10, 2007  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When      What      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 6, 2006 

        October 3, 2006 

        November 7, 2006 

        None in December 

        January 2, 2007 

        February 6, 2007 

        March 6, 2007 

        April 3, 2007 

        May 1, 2007 

Dr. Berry H. "Nick" Tew, Jr., a native Ala-
bamian, was appointed State Geologist of Ala-
bama in October 2002. Born in Mobile and 
raised in Sumter County, he has received BS, 
MS, and PhD degrees in Geology.  As State Ge-
ologist, Dr. Tew also serves as State Oil & Gas 
Supervisor and Secretary of the Oil and Gas 
Board and is the 6th individual to serve in this 
position since the establishment of the Board in 
1945. He has a comprehensive knowledge of 
Alabama's surface and subsurface geology 
through his 21 years of professional geological 
experience that includes petroleum exploration 
and development. He is a professional geologist 
licensed by the Alabama State Board of Licen-
sure for Professional Geologists, a member of 
the Geological Society of America, and is a 21-
year member of the American Association for 
Petroleum Geologists. 



Brief Summary 

New On-Shore Regulations Regarding Mississippi Oil, Gas & Mineral 
Leases 

 

1. The rules recently adopted are essentially those that have served 
the state-owned minerals well for more than 60 years. The rules 
have been updated for the latest technology such as 3D seismic, 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and newer, more rigorous 
environmental regulations and safe guards have been put in place. 
2. The onshore and offshore rules and regulations have been sepa-
rated. In the years before one set of rules and regulations served for 
both. The rules and regulations recently adopted pertain only to on-
shore leasing and seismic permitting. 
3. There has been no change in the rules regarding the way we ap-
proach our stewardship responsibilities concerning activity on state-
owned lands. In the past, there have been no unsolvable problems in 
working out arrangements between companies and the state agen-
cies regarding state-owned minerals in operationally or environmen-
tally sensitive areas. Historically, there have always been solutions 
available that could resolve or work around any issues. The use of 
modern technologies will only improve the options and safety. 
4. Although the mineral lease program does not enjoy a large oil and 
gas related income at present, one good discovery on state minerals 
will cause dramatic increases. From 1991 to 2003 the leasing and 
royalty income averaged about $30,000/yr. These were slow years 
for oil and gas exploration activity. 
5. The state does not own all or perhaps most of the minerals under 
individual state parks and wildlife management areas.  Oil and gas 
activities will take place on those lands where the State does not own 
the minerals. To restrict the state from leasing it’s minerals under 
state parks and wildlife management areas will not prevent oil and 
gas activities on those lands. It will prevent the state from reaping the 
benefits of successful exploration and production.  
 To review the new rules & regulations for mineral leasing & seismic 
permitting, go to www.mississippi.org & look under Programs for Min-
eral Leases. 
Jack Moody 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

VAUGHAN WATKINS, Jr. 
Oil & Gas Exploration 

1820 Capital Towers, Jackson, MS  39201      (601) 354-1069 

 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 
                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423                      1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232                             Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477               Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: wfblair@netdoor.com 

Cook  &  Rihner,  LLC 
Oil  &  Gas  Exploration 

 

      Phil Cook                       Alan Rihner 
      Geology                         Land 
      601-992-9629                601-992-3603 
 

P.O. Box 5720 
Brandon, Mississippi  39047 

MARVIN L. OXLEY,  Consulting Geologist 
P O Box 1251                        178B Griffith St. 

Jacon, MS  39215                (601) 354-4019 





 
 
 

CLAYTON  WILLIAMS  ENERGY,  INC. 
 

LOGAN IRVIN 
GEOLOGIST 

 
CLAYDESTA CENTER   SIX DESTA DRIVE   SUITE 3000   MIDLAND, TEXAS  

79705 
915/682-6324   FAX 915/682-1452 



From Louisiana transition zone environments to the Oklahoma Wichita Moun-
tains, Alaska to Texas, PGS Onshore is covering the USA with safe, highly effi-
cient, best-in-class seismic crews. With the largest inventory of state-of-the-art 
recording instrumentation, PGS Onshore ensures that your highly experienced 
crew has world-class equipment to excel in any environment. 
  Are you challenged by imaging complex geology beneath difficult surface condi-
tions? By deploying large channel counts in customized HD3DTM designs, we 
deliver robust imaging solutions while minimizing environmental footprint — even 
in transition zones, swamps, ecologically sensitive areas, mountaintops or Arctic 
tundra. 
  What does this mean for you? World-class results. Best-in-class performance. 
Total commitment from PGS Onshore’s experienced field crews, world class field 

support groups and worldwide management teams. 

Record-setting performance, highest quality and minimal environmental footprint in any environment — 
Shallow water, transition zone, desert, jungle, mountaintop, highland or Arctic — all over the world. 

PGS GEOPHYSICAL – ONSHORE 

If you are interested in finding out more about our onshore acquisitions and multi-client service, please contact any mem-
ber of our team. 

 

  James Bogardus     Gehrig Schultz          Joe Rosas            Marty Hall           Wayne Millice 
281-679-2209        281-679-2225        281-886-1516        720-851-6152        281-752-2487 





October 2006  from Consumer Reports submitted by Maurice Birdwell 
 
The ethanol myth 
Consumer Reports' E85 tests show that you’ll get cleaner emissions but poorer fuel economy ... if 
you can find it 
 
The Bush administration has been pushing ethanol as a renewable, homegrown alternative to 
gasoline. Now, the auto industry is abuzz with the promise of its flexible-fuel vehicles (FFVs), 
which are designed to run on either gasoline or the blend of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent 
gasoline called E85. 
 
GM’s advertising says, “Energy independence? The answer may be growing in our own back-
yard,” and has coined the slogan “Live green, go yellow,” referring to the corn from which most 
U.S. ethanol is made. DaimlerChrysler, Ford, and GM have said that they plan to double produc-
tion of FFVs and other biofuel vehicles to 2 million by 2010. 
 
A recent Harris Interactive study of vehicle owners found that more than half were interested in 
purchasing an FFV, mostly for reduced dependency on petroleum and improved fuel economy. 
 
But after putting a 2007 Chevrolet Tahoe FFV through an array of fuel economy, acceleration, and 
emissions tests, and interviewing more than 50 experts on ethanol fuel, CR determined that E85 
will cost consumers more money than gasoline and that there are concerns about whether the gov-
ernment’s support of FFVs is really helping the U.S. achieve energy independence. Among our 
findings: 
 
     The fuel economy of the Tahoe dropped 27 percent when running on E85 compared with  
     gasoline, from an already low 14 mpg overall to 10 mpg (rounded to the nearest mpg).  
     This is the lowest fuel mileage we’ve gotten from any vehicle in recent years. 
 
     With the retail pump price of E85 averaging $2.91 per gallon in August, according to the Oil   
     Price Information Service, which tracks petroleum and other fuel prices, a 27 percent  
     fuel-economy penalty means drivers would have paid an average of $3.99 for the energy  
     equivalent of a gallon of gasoline. 
 
     When we calculated the Tahoe’s driving range, we found that it decreased to about 300 miles  
     on a full tank of E85 compared with about 440 on gasoline. So you have to fill up more often  
     with E85. 
 
     The majority of FFVs are large vehicles like the Tahoe that get relatively poor fuel economy  
     even on gasoline. So they will cost you a lot at the pump, no matter which fuel you use. 
 
     Because E85 is primarily sold in the upper Midwest, most drivers in the country have no  
     access to the fuel, even if they want it. For our Tahoe test, for example, we had to blend our 
     own . 
 



 
     The FFV surge is being motivated by generous fuel-economy credits that auto-makers get for  
     every FFV they build, even if it never runs on E85. This allows them to pump out more  
     gas-guzzling large SUVs and pickups, which is resulting in the consumption of many times  
     more gallons of gasoline than E85 now replaces.  
 
We put the Tahoe through our full series of fuel-economy and acceleration tests while running on 
each fuel. When running on E85 there was no significant change in acceleration. Fuel economy, 
however, dropped across the board. In highway driving, gas mileage decreased from 21 to 15 mpg; 
in city driving, it dropped from 9 to 7 mpg. 
 
You could expect a similar decrease in gas mileage in any current FFV. That’s because ethanol has 
a lower energy content than gasoline: 75,670 British thermal units per gallon instead of 115,400, 
according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. So you have to burn more fuel to 
generate the same amount of energy. In addition, FFV engines are designed to run more efficiently 
on gasoline. E85 fuel economy could approach that of gasoline if manufacturers optimized engines 
for that fuel. 
 
When we took our Tahoe to a state-certified emissions-test facility in Connecticut and had a stan-
dard emissions test performed, we found a significant decrease in smog-forming oxides of nitrogen 
when using E85. Ethanol, however, emits acetaldehyde, a probable carcinogen and something that 
standard emissions-testing equipment is not designed to measure. But that might be a relatively mi-
nor evil. “Acetaldehyde is bad,” says James Cannon, president of Energy Futures, an alternative-
transportation publication, “but not nearly as bad as some of the emissions from gasoline.” 
 
CR QUICK TAKES 
 
Despite the avid support of the Bush administration and major American car companies, E85 is un-
likely to fill more than a small percentage of U.S. energy needs.  

• E85, which is 85 percent ethanol, emits less smog-causing pollutants than gasoline, but pro-
vides fewer miles per gallon, costs more, and is hard to find outside the Midwest. 

• Government support for flexible-fuel vehicles, which can run on E85, is indirectly causing 
more gasoline consumption rather than less. 

• Most ethanol is being blended in a 10 percent mix to reduce smog-producing emissions and 
stretch gasoline supplies. 



Another Core Illustrated in "The Geology of Mississippi." 
 

David T. Dockery III and James E. Starnes 
 
 
           The half core illustrated from the #1 Terry Bell well at a depth of 4,024 feet shows the con-
tact of a 72-million-year-old phonolite intrusion against a deformed layered section of Smackover 
Limestone.  Similar intrusive rocks of about the same age occur in the volcanic complex beneath 
Jackson, Mississippi.  A chill zone can be seen in the phonolite adjacent the contact.  This image 
was scanned on a flat-bed scanner.  We are soliciting addition core for photography and inclusion in 
"The Geology of Mississippi." 

 



 

The Mississippi Academy of Sciences 
Annual Meeting 

 
February 22-23rd, 2007 
Starkville, Mississippi 

 
            For more information see our website @ http://www.msacad.org 





North American Rotary Rig Counts  

The U.S. rotary rig count was down 13 rigs to 1,710 for the week of December 29, 2006 and is 16.2 
percent higher than last year.  

The number of rotary rigs drilling for oil is down 1 at 278. The number of rigs targeting oil is 43 rigs 
higher than last year's level of activity. Rigs currently drilling for oil represent 16.3% percent of total 
drilling activity.  

Rigs directed toward natural gas were down 13 at 1,425. The number of rigs currently drilling for gas 
is 191 greater than last year's level of 1,234.  

Year-over-year oil exploration in the US is up 18.3 percent. Gas exploration is up 15.5 percent. The 
weekly average of crude oil spot prices is 1.5 percent higher than last year and natural gas spot prices 
are 42.9 percent lower. Daily crude oil and natural gas futures and spot prices are available on our 
site.  

Canadian rig activity* was down 21 at 429 for the week of December 29, 2006 and is 65 higher than 
last year's rig count. Canadian drilling falls rapidly in the spring to avoid environmental damage during 
the spring thaw and rainy season.  

*The Canadian drilling industry experiences wide seasonal swings and even year over year 
comparisons can lead to incorrect conclusions. 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
1635 Lelia Dr., Suite 201,  Jackson, MS  39216 
(601) 982-9393                Fax (601) 354-982-9785 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 

 
  
       Lawrence R. Baria                    601-932-0002 

 

 
 
 
 

 
BEAN  RESOURCES,  INC. 

 

THOMAS A. GIOSA 
Geologist 

             P. O. Box 52768                          Off. (337) 234-2326 
     Lafayette, La  70505                         Fax  (337) 234-2330 

 

H & S Operating Company, Inc. 
 

160 Autumn Woods Drive 
Madison, MS  39110 

 
                         

 

 
Lindsey Stewart 
(601) 946-1752 

Mike Harmount 
(601) 955-4385 

Location  Sample  Service 
                    LSS Wellsite Evaluations, Inc. 
               Subsurface Geology & Evaluations 
           Mud Logging – Gas Detection Services    

             DAVID AINSWORTH 
                                              PRESIDENT 

                                   Cell & V-mail:  601-201-3748 
 

144 Lake Dockery Dr.                                   
P O Box 720057                                                    
Byram, MS  39272-0057                                           
E-mail:  wellsite@bellsouth.net                                        

Office: 601-346-0721 
1-866-294-1002 

Fax: 601-346-0752 
1-866-294-1004 

        HAZCLEAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS, INC.                     
Environmental Engineering & Regulatory Compliance Management 

 
State/Federal Trust Fund Qualified  Site InvestigationsAssessments 
Trust Fund Compliance Reviews  Hydrogeological Investigations 

UST Removal Management  Groundwater Modeling 
Remedial System Design/Specifications 

 

Contact: 
E. Corbin McGriff, Jr., Ph.D., P.E. 
Phone: (601) 922-0766      Fax: (601) 922-7927 

 
 
 

 
 

OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION   
CONSULTING PETROLEUM ENGINEER 

 
                      

P. O. Box 101 
Natchez, MS  39121 

Office (601) 446-8105 
Fax (601) 446-8844 

Jerry P. Ogden 



 

 

 
 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 
Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



CIMAREX ENERGY CO. 
 

SOUTHEASTERN REGION 
N. La., MS, AL, FL 

Region Manager – Rod Sutherland 

Land Manager – William Raley 
 

Sr. Geoscientist – Joe McDuff 
 

Sr. Engineer – Bruce Smith 

1340 Poydras St.; Suite 1700 
 

New Orleans, Louisiana  70112 
 

 

504-586-1815  /  Fax 504-586-9035 

James L. Cummings, Jr. 
Geologist 

 
Waller Bros., Inc. Oil & Gas Properties 

 

524 E. Pascagoula St. 
Jackson, MS  39201 

 

(601) 352-6556 

ANNANDALE PRODUCTION CO., INC. 
P O Box 2236, Jackson, MS  39255 

Office (601) 856-1028    fax (601) 898-7958 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 
Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 



 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 

2006-2007 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student ($5/yr)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 
 
 
            Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
            Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
            Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
            E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
            College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
            Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
            Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 
September 2006 – May 2007 

 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size                                                                                 Rate/Year                Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)                                          $500                      $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                                           $300                       $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                                           $200                       $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)                            $100                      $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)                            $  50                      $___________ 

 
 
 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad                                Rate/Year                Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)                                        $500                      $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad                                       $250                      $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link                                     $100                      $___________ 

    
                     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
                     mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
                     your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 
           Total Remitted                                                                              $___________ 
 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Lindsey Stewart at (601) 961-5264 or lindsey_stewart@deq.state.ms.us. 



SHAMROCK DRILLING, INC. 
             CONTRACT DRILLING 
                                     3,000’ - 10,000’ 
                                          LA-MS-AR-TX-AL 

Ph: 601-442-0785 
Call Stephen Guido or Fax Drilling Proposal: 601-446-9907 

                       Email: shamrockdrilling@bellsouth.net 
                               * Turnkey Contract  
                               * Will consider Working Interest Participation 

118 LOWER WOODVILLE ROAD 
NATCHEZ, MS  39120 


