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~ PRESIDENT’S  LETTER ~ 
Tony Stuart 

 
Happy New Year! 
I hope that everyone enjoyed the  
holidays.   
 
Since it’s my turn to be President this 
year, my wife and I decided that we 
should go to the MAPL/MGS Christmas 

Party.  It was our first time to attend, and we found it 
to be a most enjoyable evening.  There was a rather 
large crowd, but they were reasonably well behaved.  
Then again, we left pretty early. 
 
The remainder of the MGS year looks pretty good from 
here.  I understand that Joe Johnson has lined up a full slate of speakers, and Bob  
continues to do an excellent job with the Bulletin.  How does everyone like the e-bulletin 
format?  I like it, and I don’t remember hearing any complaints.  That doesn’t mean that 
there haven’t been any complaints - I just don’t  
remember hearing them. 
 
As I’ve said before (several times), the sign-up  
deadline for the field trip is January 10th.   It now  
appears that we have enough participants for the trip 
to work, so please join us if possible. 
 
I understand that the new building at the River Hills 
club should be opening sometime early this year.  When 
it does, we’ll all have to wander around a bit to figure 
out where our meetings are.  As I write this, I realize 
that I should know more about this issue than I seem to now.  I’ll check it out and we will 
include some more information in the reminder that Bob sends out before the meeting 
 
It looks like we have some interesting issues coming up over the next few months.   
Stay tuned for updates. 
 
Tony 
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Happy New Year 



 September  20, 2007 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club 

 October  11, 2007 Jim Mulligan  & Bob Schellhorn   
Denbury Resources – Introduction  to 
Lower Tuscaloosa Geology,   Why  
Seismic Matters,  “Or does it”? 

  River Hills 

 November 8, 2007 Rick Taylor – Inconvenient Evidence,
Global Warming Goes On Ice 

  River Hills 

 December 8, 2007  MAPL / MGS Christmas Party   Colonial Country Club 

 January 10, 2008 Michael Geffert,  Greystone Oil & Gas 
The Revitalization of Sligo Field 

  River Hills 

 February 14, 2008 Larry Hall, Baker Hughes 
Optimization of Core Quality 

  River Hills 

 March 13, 2008 TBA   River Hills 

 April 10, 2008 Honors Meeting: Boland Scholarship, 
Honorary Membership, and  Awards 

  River Hills 

 May 12, 2008  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When      What      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 4, 2007 

        October 3, 2007 

        November 7, 2007 

        December 4, 2007 

        January 8, 2008 

        February 6, 2008 

        March 4, 2008 

        April 1, 2008 

        May 6, 2008 

Summary: The Revitalization of Sligo Field  
Michael Geffert,  
Managing Partner, Greystone Oil and Gas 
  
Prior to the formation of Greystone Petroleum LLC and its 
development of Sligo Field, located in Bossier Parish, 
Louisiana, Michael Geffert and Joe Bridges drilled and 
completed over 200 wells in Lower Cretaceous and Upper 
Jurassic reservoirs located in the Ark-La-Tex.  Though 
these were primarily Hosston wells located on turtle  
structures in the North Louisiana Salt Basin, their experi-
ence in mapping, drilling and completing the Rodessa,  
Pettit, Hosston, Cotton Valley and Smackover reservoirs 
led them to the observation that completion procedures fol-
lowed by Pennzoil and other operators at Sligo Field left 
many gas charged reservoirs either behind pipe or  
bypassed below packers and cast iron bridge plugs.  



MS Geological Society Field Trip 
Stennis Space Center, MS 

January 28, 2008 
 
Tentative Itinerary 
 
8:30  MS Geological Society Members arrive at Stennis Space Center to obtain visitor 

badges.  (See Visitor Information) 
 
9:00  MS Geological Society Members arrive at Building 1100  
 
9:10  VIP Tour by NASA begins 
 
9:40  US Geological Survey Hydrology Lab Tour 
 
10:15 Overview of Activities at Stennis (Building 1100, Santa Rosa Room) 
         NOAA’s National Coastal Data Development Center 
         NOAA’s National Data Buoy Center 
         Naval Research Lab 
         Enterprise for Innovative Geospatial Solutions 
         Gulf of Mexico Program/Environmental Protection Agency 
 
12:00        Adjournment  
         Lunch can be eaten at Visitors’ Center  
 
Visitor Information: 
NOAA’s National Coastal Data Development Center (NCDDC) is located at Stennis 
Space Center (www.ssc.nasa.gov) on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  As a secure facility, 
visitors to Stennis must receive security badges to be admitted onto the site.  Secu-
rity badges may be obtained at the South Gate located at the Interstate 10 entrance.  
A valid photo ID is required.  Lines for security badges can be long depending on the 
time of day, so allowing a minimum of thirty minutes for the procedure is recom-
mended. Please note that special advance arrangements must be made for visits by for-
eign nationals.  Permission for visits by foreign nationals can take up to sixty days to 
process. 

Deadline for signup for fieldtrip is January 10th. 



Map: 
Stennis Space Center is located on the Mississippi Gulf Coast on I-10 at Exit 2  
approximately 48 miles west of Biloxi, Mississippi and 45 miles east of New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Deadline for signup for fieldtrip is January 10th. 



MGS Honorary Members 
 
 

Esther Applin*                    Paul Applin*                       Lawrence F. Boland*          
 
Verne Culbertson               H. Leroy Francis*              David C. Harrell 
 
Oleta R. Harrell*                Ralph Hines                        Dudley J. Hughes                  
 
Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *        Walter P. Jones*                  
 
Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*             Winnie McGlammery*      
 
Thomas McGlothin*          Frederic F. Mellen*            Maurice E. Miesse*            
 
Emil Monsour*                   William H. Moore*            Marvin E. Norman*        
 
Marvin L. Oxley*               Richard R. Priddy*           Thurston Connell Rader* 
 
Baxter Smith*                     Henry Toler*                       Charles H. Williams 
 

Jerry Zoble 

Eight years 
after  

Bill Clinton 
left  

Washington! 



The following have paid 
their ‘07-‘08 dues. 

Frank Adams  
Lester Aultman  
William Bagnal  
Larry Baria  
Neil Barnes  
Ray Bellande 
Todd Bertolet 
Maurice Birdwell (o)  
Michael Bograd  
Christopher Bowen  
Joe Bradley 
Marcus Brandon  
Robert Branson  
Benjamin E. Byerly 
David Cate  
Matt Caton (o)  
Glen C. Clark 
Tyrol B. Coly  
Graham F. Cook  
Phil Cook  
John Cox 
Mack Cox 
Steve Craft  
Verne Culbertson (H)  
Jim Cummings 
Paul Day 
Leisa H. Estes 
James B. Fuurh,Jr 
Stan Galicki  
Robert Gaston  
Don Gifford 
Max E. Gilpin 
Thomas A.Giosa 
John W. Green  
Paul Gribas 
R.B. Gustafson  
David Hancock  
George Haymans 
Dan Herlihy 
Ralph Hines (H)  

Todd Hines  
Johnny R. Holifield 
Benard A. Holman 
Dennis Hood 
Meade Hufford  
Dudley Hughes (H)  
Timothy Hurst  
Lisa Ivshin (o)  
E.G. Jefferies 
Joe Johnson (o)  
Lars Johnson  
Karl Kaufmann (o)  
Stan King  
Cragin Knox  
Donnie Lambert 
Dee Layman 
Cody Lenert 
Michael E. Liebert 
Heather Lindsey  
R.P. Major 
John Marble  
Ken McCarley  
John McCarty  
Joe McDuff  
Maurice Meylan  
James Michael  
Dean Miller 
Jack Moody  
William Morris  
Lew Murray 
James Nix  
Micheal A. Noone 
James Norris  
Patrick Overman  
Billy Powell  
Jim Provost  
George I. Puckett 
James Rawls  
Phillip Reeves 
Jeff Requarth  
Julius Ridgway 
William Ridgway  
Armando T. Ricci Jr. 

Michael Robinson 
Gail Russell  
Winston Russell  
Howard Samsel  
Robert Schneeflock (o)  
Wallace Scoggins 
Bing Seitz  
George Self  
Charles M. Smith 
Donald L. Smith 
George T. Smith 
Jimmy Sparks 
Harry Spooner  
Michal Spooner 
James Starnes  
Edwin Sticker 
James O. Stephens 
Tony Stuart (o)  
John Sullivan  
Andrew Sylte  
Thomas Sylte  
Mike Taylor 
Stan Thieling 
David Thompson 
Burney Threadgill  
Wayne Upchurch  
Janet Verret  
George Vockroth  
Steve Walkinshaw (o) 
Johnnie P. Wanger  
John C. Weaver 
Joe White  
Rex Wilkinson 
Charles Williams (H)  
Robert Womack Jr. 
Mark Wyatt  
Jerry Zoble (H) 
 
(H) = Honorary Member 
(O) = Officer 

When trouble arises and things look bad, there is always one individual who  
perceives a solution and is willing to take command. 
Very often, that individual is crazy. 



Greenhouse gas or just hot air?  
 
John Allen Paulos is a math professor and pundit with a reputation for poking fun at 
educated but mathematically illiterate people. He even wrote a popular book about  
innumeracy, the inability to deal comfortably with the fundamental notions of numbers 
and chance. 
Paulos is genuinely irked by individuals who have university degrees but cannot quan-
tify. This makes them vulnerable to scams and pseudoscience, he says. Paulos also is 
convinced a sizeable chunk of adult Americans couldn't pass a simple test onpercent-
ages, decimals, or fractions. 

I recently happened upon what may be an example of the innumeracy Paulos ridicules. 
Surprisingly, it was in a publication directed at graduate engineers. The subject was 
carbon sequestration. The author quoted a professor of environmental engineering as 
saying, "Thirty percent of carbon dioxide emitted into the atmosphere originates from 
fossil-fuel-fired power plants." 

Whoa. Thirty percent of all carbon dioxide? A quick look at the Wikipedia page for at-
mospheric carbon dioxide turns up the fact that the sum total of all man-made car-
bon-dioxide emissions account for only about 5% of the CO2 in the atmosphere. What 
the professor certainly had meant was that 30% of man-made CO2 came from power 
plants. That comes out to a much less ominous sounding 1.5% of total atmospheric CO2.  

It's not clear whether the author of this piece realized the discussion centered on a 
relatively small percentage of the atmosphere's CO2. The writer seemed oblivious to 
the comparative magnitudes involved. 

Unfortunately, it's easy to find other comments in the media that seem toarise out of 
a similar cluelessness. Even politicians making decisions on greenhouse gas legislation 
are apparently prone to the same cognitive problem. When California politicians quote 
findings that their state is the world's 12th-largest source of greenhouse gases, for 
example, one wonders whether they understand this statistic pertains only to emis-
sions that are man-made. It's fair to ask whether these politicians, given such infor-
mation, could calculate California's contribution to atmospheric greenhouse gases as a 
percent of the total. 

On this point, Paulos' comments about innumerate political-office holders are not com-
forting. He relates the story of a 1980 Presidential candidate who reportedly had to 
ask his press entourage how to convert 2/7 to a percentage, in an effort to help his son 
with a homework problem. 



 

Innumeracy about CO2 levels is unfortunate because the topic has become politi-
cized. For my part, I suspect a better numerical understanding of CO2 levels would 
lead to more skepticism about the agendas of some radical environmentalists.  

Instead, we create hot air with arguments that don't have much to do with legiti-
mate CO2 science. And that's too bad. People who might otherwise concur about the 
need for alternative-energy schemes instead get locked into name calling and acrimo-
nious CO2 debates. 

And that brings us to the "green" themed issue you see in front of you. There are a 
variety of reasons why research into nonfossil-fuel-power generation is a good idea, 
even if its impact on greenhouse gases is zilch. 

— Leland Teschler, Editor   

     
 
      "WHERE OIL IS FIRST FOUND, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, IS IN THE   
        MINDS OF  MEN. 
        THE UNDISCOVERED OIL FIELD EXISTS ONLY AS AN IDEA IN THE   
        MIND OF  SOME OILFINDER. 
        WHEN NO ONE ANY LONGER BELIEVES THAT MORE OIL IS LEFT   
        TO BE  FOUND,  
        NO MORE OIL FIELDS WILL BE DISCOVERED, 
        BUT SO LONG AS A SINGLE OILFINDER REMAINS WITH A  
        MENTAL VISION  OF A NEW OIL FIELD TO CHERISH, 
        ALONG WITH FREEDOM AND INCENTIVE TO EXPLORE,  
        JUST SO LONG NEW OIL FIELDS MAY CONTINUE TO BE  
        DISCOVERED."      
 
        WALLACE E. PRATT, 1952 
 
        Submitted by Phil Cook 
 



Bar Stool Economics 
  Suppose that every day, ten men go out for beer and the bill for all ten comes to $100. If they paid 
their bill the way we pay our taxes,  it would go something like this:  
 The first four men (the poorest) would pay nothing. 
 The fifth would pay $1. 
 The sixth would pay $3. 
 The seventh would pay $7. 
 The eighth would pay $12. 
 The ninth would pay $18. 
 The tenth man (the richest) would pay $59.  
 So, that's what they decided to do.  
 The ten men drank in the bar every day and seemed quite happy with  the arrangement, until one day, 
the owner threw them a curve. "Since  you are all such good customers," he said, "I'm going to reduce 
the  cost of your daily beer by $20." Drinks for the ten now cost just $80.   The group still wanted to 
pay their bill the way we pay our taxes so  the first four men were unaffected. They would still drink 
for free.   But what about the other six men - the paying customers? How could  they divide the $20 
windfall so that everyone would get his 'fair  share?' They realized that $20 divided by six is $3.33. 
But if they  subtracted that from everybody's share, then the fifth man and the  sixth man would each 
end up being paid to drink his beer. So, the bar  owner suggested that it would be fair to reduce each 
man's bill by  roughly the same amount, and he proceeded to work out the amounts each should pay. 
 And so: 
 The fifth man, like the first four, now paid nothing (100% savings). 
 The sixth now paid $2 instead of $3 (33%savings). 
 The seventh now pay $5 instead of $7 (28%savings). 
 The eighth now paid $9 instead of $12 (25% savings). 
 The ninth now paid $14 instead of $18 (22% savings). 
 The tenth now paid $49 instead of $59 (16% savings).  
 Each of the six was better off than before. And the first four continued to drink for free. But once 
outside the restaurant, the men began to compare their savings.   "I only got a dollar out of the 
$20,"declared the sixth man. He  pointed to the tenth man," but he got $10!" "Yeah, that's right,"  ex-
claimed the fifth man. "I only saved a dollar, too. It's unfair  that he got ten times more than I!" 
"That's true!!" shouted the seventh man. "Why should he get $10 back when I got only two? The  
wealthy get all the breaks!" "Wait a minute," yelled the first four  men in unison. "We didn't get any-
thing at all. The system exploits the  poor!"   
 The nine men surrounded the tenth and beat him up. 
 The next night the tenth man didn't show up for drinks, so the nine  sat down and had beers without 
him. But when it came time to pay the bill, they discovered something important They didn't have enough 
money between all of them for even half of the bill! 
 And that, ladies and gentlemen, journalists and college professors, is how our tax system works. The 
people who pay the highest taxes get the most benefit from a tax reduction. Tax  them too much, attack them  for 
being wealthy, and they just may not show up anymore. In fact, they might start drinking overseas where the atmosphere 
is somewhat  friendlier.  
 
 David R. Kamerschen, Ph.D. 
 Professor of Economics 



 
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 
The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 

round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding 
earth science students at its annual Honors Day meeting in April, 2008.  Since  

inception in 1980, the Society has honored 108 students with the Boland Award.   
 

If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail 
your check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 

39201. 
The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  

L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2007-2008 year: 
 

     Dave Cate      James B. Furrh,Jr 
                                   Donnie Lambert      Maurice Meylan 
                                        Jim Michael       George I. Puckett 

Bob Schneeflock  

Famous natives and residents of Mississippi 
Red Barber - sportscaster; Jimmy Buffett - singer and songwriter; Craig 
Claiborne - columnist and restaurant critic; Bo Diddley - guitarist; Charles 
Evers - civil rights leader; Medgar Evers - civil rights leader; William  
Faulkner - novelist; Brett Favre - football player; Shelby Foote - historian; 
Richard Ford - novelist; John Grisham - novelist; Barry Hannah -  novelist; 
Beth Henley - playwright and actress; Jim Henson - puppeteer; James Earl 
Jones - actor; Randy Kiker – purveyor of BS; B. B. King - guitarist; Steve 
McNair -  football player; Mary Ann Mobley actress; Morgan Freeman -  
Actor; Willie Morris - writer; Elvis Presley - singer and actor; Leontyne 
Price - soprano; William Raspberry  - columnist; Jerry Rice -  football 
player; Jimmie Rodgers - singer; Tony Stuart – MGS Pres;  Sela Ward -  
actress; Muddy Waters - singer and guitarist; Eudora Welty - novelist;  
Tennessee Williams - playwright; Oprah Winfrey - talk-show host and  
actress; Richard Wright - novelist; Tammy Wynette - singer. Zig Ziglar 
speaker and author. 
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                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 
                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423                     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232                             Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477               Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: wfblair@netdoor.
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BRIAN SIMS 
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VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
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Jerry P. Ogden 
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Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 

JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

1635 Lelia Dr., Suite 201,  Jackson, MS  
39216 

(601) 982-9393      Fax (601) 354-982-9785 







North American Rotary Rig Counts  
The U.S. rotary rig count was down 15 at 1,809 for the week of December 21, 2007 and is 5.0 percent higher 
than last year.  
The number of rotary rigs drilling for oil is up 1 at 343. The number of rigs targeting oil is 64 greater than last 
year's level of activity. Rigs currently drilling for oil represent 19.0% percent of total drilling activity.  
Rigs directed toward natural gas were down 16 at 1,461. The number of rigs currently drilling for gas is 23 
greater than last year's level of 1,438.  
Year-over-year oil exploration in the US is up 22.9 percent. Gas exploration is up 1.6 percent. The weekly av-
erage of crude oil spot prices is 45.3 percent higher than last year and natural gas spot prices are 13.2 per-
cent lower. Daily crude oil and natural gas futures and spot prices are available on our site.  
Canadian rig activity* was up 29 at 419 for the week of December 21, 2007 and is 6.9 percent lower than last 
year's rig count. Canadian drilling falls rapidly in the spring to avoid environmental damage during the spring 
thaw and rainy season.  

*The Canadian drilling industry experiences wide seasonal swings and even year over year compari-
sons can lead to incorrect conclusions. 

North American Rig Count 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Change  
  Percent 

Change   

 12/21/07  12/14/07  12/22/06  Weekly  Annual  Weekly  Annual 

Total U.S.  1,809  1,824  1,723  (15)  86  -0.8%  5.0% 

Offshore  62  61  84  1  (22)  1.6%  -26.2% 

Land  1,747  1,763  1,639  (16)  108  -0.9%  6.6% 

Inland Waters  29  29  22  0  7  0.0%  31.8% 

Oil  343  342  279  1  64  0.3%  22.9% 

Percent  19.0%  18.8%  16.2%  0.2%  2.8%   
 

 
 

Gas  1,461  1,477  1,438  (16)  23  -1.1%  1.6% 

Percent  80.8%  81.0%  83.5%  -0.2%  -2.7%   
 

 
 

Directional  371  372  385  -1  -14  -0.3%  -3.6% 

Horizontal  461  457  330  4  131  0.9%  39.7% 

Gulf of Mexico  60  59  81  1  -21  1.7%  -25.9% 

Gulf Oil  4  4  1  0  3  0.0%  300.0% 

Percent  6.7%  6.8%  1.2%  -0.1%  5.4%   
 

 
 

Gulf Gas  56  55  80  1  -24  1.8%  -30.0% 

Percent  93.3%  93.2%  98.8%  0.1%  -5.4%   
 

 
 

Canada  419  390  450  29  (31)  7.4%  -6.9% 

North America  2,228  2,214  2,173  14  55  0.6%  2.5% 



 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 

2007-2008 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student ($5/yr)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 
 
 
            Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
            Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
            Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
            E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
            College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
            Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
            Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 

Dues for 2007 – 2008 are due. 



MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 
September 2007 – May 2008 

 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size                                                                              Rate/Year               Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)                                         $500                     $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                                           $300                     $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                                           $200                     $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)                           $100                     $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)                           $  50                     $___________ 

 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad                                Rate/Year               Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)                                      $500                     $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad                                      $250                     $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link                                    $100                     $___________ 

 

 

    
                    (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
                    mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
                    your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 
 
          Total Remitted                                                                            $___________ 
Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Maurice Birdwell at (601) 936-6939 or mnbirdwell@comcast.net 

Ad payments for 2007 – 2008 are due. 



MGS 
P. O. Box 422 
Jackson, MS  39205 


