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PRESIDENT’S LETTER               
                                    Lisa Ivshin 
 
 
 
Fellow members: 
 
 
Let me begin by extending a warm thank you to all our generous sponsors and everyone 
who made Spring Fling possible. Without all of you none of this would have been  
possible. 
The participation was great. I saw people at the Spring 
Fling I have not seen in the longest time. 
It has been a great year, thanks to our President Tony 
Stewart, our 2nd Vice President Joe Johnson, our 
Treasurer Maurice Birdwell,  and our Secretary Matt 
Caton. Very special thanks to our experienced advisor 
Karl Kaufmann.  Very special thanks goes to our  
irreplaceable Bob Schneeflock. Thanks to Editor 
emeritus Jo F. Emerett and Webmaster Steve  
Walkinshaw. The list will not be complete without 
thanking everyone who worked on the Committee  
assignments, Boland Scholarship, thank you so much 
Dave Cate. All of you have done a super job and I look 
forward to working with you this coming year. 
I have to say that several members came to me and  
offered help if needed to work in different capacities  
for the geological society. Of course we need all the help we can get. So thanks to all of 
you for your willingness to be a part of our organization. 
I am looking forward to a great year and have a great summer. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lisa 
 
 
 

 
 

 

In This Issue: 
Meetings Schedule 
Spring Fling Sponsors 
Spring Fling Pics 
PTTC 
Drilling our way out of rising oil    
    prices. 
Extortion at it's worst. 
BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Honorary Members 
The following have  paid their  
     “07-“08 dues. 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION /  
           RENEWAL FORM 
ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 



 September  11, 2008 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club 

 October  16, 2008    River Hills 

 November  13, 2008    River Hills 

 December, 2008  MAPL / MGS Christmas Party   Colonial Country Club 

 January 8, 2009    River Hills 

 February 3, 2009    River Hills 

 March 12, 2009 Honors Meeting: Boland Scholarships   River Hills 

 April 9, 2009    River Hills 

 May, 2009  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When      What      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 2, 2008 

        October 2, 2008 

        November 4, 2008 

        December 2, 2008 

        January 6, 2009 

        February 3, 2009 

        March 3, 2009 

        April 7, 2009 

        May 5, 2009 

"My friends, we live 
in the greatest na-
tion in the history 

of the world.  

I hope you'll join 
with me as we try 
to change it." -- 
Barack Obama  



 
The Mississippi 

Geological Society’s 
Annual Spring Fling 

Was Proudly Sponsored By: 

Gold Sponsors 
    Pioneer Natural Resources        Venture Oil & Gas  
    Pruet Oil                                     Tellus Operating 
    Schlumberger                            HughesOil                   
    Spooner Energy                         Mosbacher Energy   
    Omni Labs                                  SEI                              
                              Petro-Pro, LLC 
 

Silver Sponsors 
Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes 

 
Bronze Sponsors 

McDavid, Noblin & West 
Moon-Hines -Tigrett 
Marlin Exploration 

Jack L Phillips 
Seismic Micro Technology 
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CENTRAL AND EASTERN GULF REGION 
PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER COUNCIL 

 
SHREVEPORT GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY and 

 
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS 

Announce a Technology Workshop 
 
 

“MICROBIAL RESERVOIR PLAY, CENTRAL AND EASTERN GULF” 
 

July 23, 2008 
9:00 AM–3:00 PM 

 
Location: Shreveport Petroleum Club 416 Travis Street # 1500 Shreveport, Louisiana 

 
Workshop Description 

The purpose of this workshop is to report the results and to review the methodologies used in a re-
cently completed NETL/DOE funded project on the assessment of microbial reservoirs with oil and 

gas potential in the central and eastern Gulf Coastal Plain. In this workshop, the results from the char-
acterization and modeling of microbial buildups, including those found in updip nearshore to deep 

water settings and those associated with Paleozoic crystalline basement highs in the subsurface of the 
central and eastern Gulf, the characteristics of microbial buildups and associated facies as observed in 
outcrop in western Europe, and the keys to enhancing and/or creating porosity in microbial facies will 
be discussed. The interpreted well log signatures and seismic expression of these buildups will be pre-
sented. The workshop will conclude with recommendations regarding factors to consider in designing 
an exploration strategy for targeting microbial buildups. The workshop will be conducted by Ernest A. 

Mancini of the University of Alabama. 
 

It is essential that we have an accurate accounting of those who plan to attend the workshop. There-
fore, we request a reply no later than, July 18th 2008. Please send in the attached form with pay-

ment, or email Contact at the address below confirming your intent to attend. 
 

Attn. Versa Stickle :  
LSU Center for Energy Studies, Energy, Coast & Environment Bldg. Nicholson 

Extention, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Email: vstickle@lsu.edu; Phone 225 578 4546 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Workshop Registration Form: July 23, 2008 

(Please type or print requested information and provide complete mailing address.) 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 

(Last) (First) (Middle) 
Affiliation______________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________ 
City State Zip Code_______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Fax E-mail_____________________________________________________________ 
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CENTRAL AND EASTERN GULF REGION 
PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER COUNCIL 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY and 

 
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS  

 

Announce a Technology Workshop 
“Little Cedar Creek Field Case Study” 

 
Thursday, July 31, 2008 

9:00 AM–3:00 PM 
 

Mississippi Telcom Center, 105 Pascagoula Street, Jackson, Mississippi  39205 
 

                                                            Workshop Description 
 
Development of Little Cedar Creek Field in southwest Alabama has shown that the current explora-
tion strategy used to find hydrocarbon productive microbial and high energy, nearshore carbonate fa-
cies in the Upper Jurassic Smackover Formation requires refinement to increase the probability of 
identifying and delineating these potential reservoir facies. In this field, the petroleum trap is a strati-
graphic trap characterized by microbial boundstone and packstone and nearshore grainstone and pack-
stone reservoirs that are underlain and overlain by lime mudstone and dolomudstone to wackestone 
and that grade into lime mudstone and dolomudstone near the depositional updip limit of the Smack-
over Formation. The purpose of this workshop is to examine and review the methodologies and con-
cepts used in discovering and developing Little Cedar Creek Field. This case study will present geo-
logical, petrophysical, geophysical, production and engineering data, information and interpretations 
regarding the characteristics of the reservoirs; and discussions about the origins of the porosity and 
permeability, the nature of the petroleum trap, field production and reservoir performance analysis, 
and the use of seismic data to recognize the trap and reservoirs. The workshop will conclude with a 
panel discussion of the significance of this field and the opportunity to find analogous fields in south-
west Alabama.  
 
It is essential that we have an accurate accounting of those who plan to attend the workshop. Partici-
pation will be limited to 150 attendees. Therefore, we request a reply and payment no later than Tues-
day, July 22, 2008. Please send in the attached form with payment, or email Karl Kaufmann at 
the address below confirming your intent to attend. 
 
Mississippi Geological Society                    E-mail: valioso@bellsouth.net 
P.O. Box 422 
Jackson, MS 39205-0422 



 



Drilling our way out of rising oil prices 
Oil executives and some lawmakers believe it's one of the only ways to 
help calm skyrocketing prices, but others say it takes us further away 
from a long term solution. 
 
By Steve Hargreaves, CNNMoney.com staff writer  
Last Updated: May 30, 2008: 7:14 AM EDT 
 
 
NEW YORK (CNNMoney.com) -- The U.S. has huge amounts of untapped oil, but pesky politicians and environ-
mentalists won't let us get it. 
That's a common cry heard from some lawmakers and nearly everyone working at an oil and gas company. If the U.
S. wants to help keep the market adequately supplied with oil and perhaps lower prices they say, it needs to open up 
vast sections of the country currently off-limits to oil and gas exploration. 
But given the amount of time it would take to get new drilling projects up and running, and the relatively small 
amount of oil they'd likely yield, most analysts say more drilling in the U.S. would do little to help solve the world's 
dual energy challenge of meeting rising demand while cutting greenhouse gasses.  
Some 60% of all federal land as well as most of the East and West coasts are currently subject to drilling bans - 
many were put in place after a big oil spill off the coast of Santa Barbara, Calif., in 1969. 
If these areas are not opened, it certainly won't be for lack of trying. 
Oil industry executives harped on these drilling bans in testimony before Congress last week, telling lawmakers 
lifting them was one of the few things they could do that might have a prayer of lowering oil prices. 
Several Republican-led efforts to lift the drilling bans have emerged in Congress, but they have all failed so far. 
"We're the only developed country that methodically restricts access to resources," said Richard Ranger, senior pol-
icy advisor at the American Petroleum Institute. "We can't conserve our way out of this. We're going to need a mix 
of policies, but increasing production is going to be part of that mix."  
It's hard to say how much oil lifting the bans would provide - very little exploratory drilling has been done in most 
of these areas.  
But using estimates based on the limited information available from the Minerals Management Service, the Bureau 
of Land Management and the Energy Information Administration, lifting the bans might boost the nation's oil pro-
duction by 1 or 2 million barrels a day by sometime next decade. 
These estimates are for conventional crude oil. They do not take into account the vast amounts of oil shale or tar 
sands that do exist in the country, but are either very expensive to develop or come with significant environmental 
costs.  
Either way, 2 million barrels of oil is not an insignificant amount. It's roughly equal to the amount of oil currently 
coming from Nigeria, and would increase the current U.S. output of 8.5 million barrels a day by over 20%. 
But the projects would take a long time to come online. Places like the Atlantic coast, thought to be rich in natural 
gas, lack drilling platforms, pipelines, terminals, storage facilities, and other energy infrastructure. EIA estimates 
that if Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge were opened for drilling tomorrow, oil wouldn't flow at full tilt un-
til 2025. 
Plus, oil is a global market. It's true that oil pumped in the U.S. could stay in the U.S. But prices will be determined 
by international, not national, supply and demand.  
By 2025, world consumption, currently at about 85 million barrels a day, is expected to swell to well over 100 mil-
lion barrels a day. That makes 2 million barrels a day look pretty small. 
"I wouldn't say it's a drop in the bucket," said Greg Priddy, a global energy analyst at the Eurasia group. "But it 
changes things only marginally over the long term." 



Priddy said these 2 million barrels a day would need to be balanced against steep production declines expected in 
many non-OPEC areas like Russia, Mexico and the North Sea over the next several years. Non-OPEC produc-
tion is expected to peak within the next decade or two, regardless of what the U.S. does, he said.  
"It really just delays the day of reckoning a bit," he said. 
Environmentalists, of course, hate the idea of more drilling rigs in the wilderness or offshore on continental 
shelves rich in marine life. 
They say spills will happen regardless of how careful the industry is, although numbers from the Minerals Man-
agement Service show the industry has greatly improved their environmental record. Also, countries like Canada 
and Norway, hardly known for being environmental mavericks, pursue aggressive offshore drilling plans. 
The larger argument put forth by the environmental community is that more oil will not solve the world's energy 
challenge. 
"When you're addicted, the first thing you want to do is stop drinking," said Adam Kolton, director of congres-
sional affairs for the National Wildlife Federation, referring to President Bush's State of the Union speech when 
he said the nation was addicted to oil. "What the American people want is an end to dependency on oil and a fo-
cus on alternatives." 
Kolton said more and cheaper oil will only foster the same culture of big cars and sprawling houses we've be-
come accustomed to, and leave us even more dependent on OPEC 20 or 30 years out. 
"This is just more of the failed policies of the past," he said. 
Environmentalists also push for focusing more on conservation. 
If the U.S. switched to plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, the country would save 3.8 million barrels of oil a day - 
roughly twice what new drilling would provide - according to the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
Most analysts agree that conservation will play a greater role in meeting energy demand than drilling in the U.S. 
"It's not a comprehensive solution to the energy problem," Newedge brokerage Deputy Head of Research An-
toine Halff said, referring to lifting the drilling ban. "If you want to design energy policy, you have to think 
about demand."  
First Published: May 30, 2008: 3:46 AM EDT 



Extortion at it's worst  



 
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 
round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding earth 

science students at its annual Honors Day meeting in April, 2008.  Since  
inception in 1980, the Society has honored 108 students with the Boland Award.   

 
If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail your 
check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  
L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2007-2008 year: 

                                           
                                  Ina C. Brownridge               Dave Cate                   
                                  Christopher W. Fancher         Jim Furrh, Jr.,  
                                                Maurice Meylan                  Jim Michael               
                                  Donnie Lambert                  Jerry P. Ogden 

                                  George Puckett                  Bob Schneeflock                                    
                                  James Starnes                   Tony Stuart                                          
                                                           Mark Teague 

MGS Honorary Members 
 

Esther Applin*                               Paul Applin*                       Lawrence F. Boland*      
 
Verne Culbertson                           H. Leroy Francis*              David C. Harrell 
 
Oleta R. Harrell*                           Ralph Hines                        Dudley J. Hughes               
 
Urban B. Hughes*                         Wendell B. Johnson *         Walter P. Jones*              
 
Harold Karges*                             Wilbur H. Knight*             Winnie McGlammery*    
 
Thomas McGlothin*                     Frederic F. Mellen*            Maurice E. Miesse*                  
 
Emil Monsour*                             William H. Moore*             Marvin E. Norman*             
 
Marvin L. Oxley*                          Richard R. Priddy*            Thurston Connell Rader* 
 
Baxter Smith*                                Harry V. Spooner                Henry Toler*                             
 
Stewart W. Welch                          Charles H. Williams            Jerry Zoble 



The following have  paid 
their “07-“08 dues  
John Ashworth 
Lester Aultman  
William Bagnal  
Larry Baria  
Neil Barnes  
Paul Z. Barnes 
Ray Bellande 
Todd Bertolet 
Mike Bilberry 
Maurice Birdwell (o)  
Michael Bograd  
Bernard H. Booth 
Christopher Bowen  
Joe Bradley 
Marcus Brandon  
Robert Branson  
Ina C. Brownridge 
Benjamin E. Byerly 
Alvin Byrd 
Pittman Calhoun 
Donald B. Caldwell 
David Cate  
Matt Caton (o)  
Glen C. Clark 
Tyrol B. Coly 
Charles Coney  
Graham F. Cook  
Phil Cook  
John Cox 
Mack Cox 
Steve Craft  
Phillip T. Crawford 
Verne Culbertson (H)  
Jim Cummings 
Paul Day 
Hindman Doxey 
Rick L. Ericksen 
Leisa H. Estes 
Jo Everett 
Christopher W. Fancher 
Everette J. Ferris 
Deane C. Foss 
James B. Furrh,Jr 
Stan Galicki  
Robert Gaston  
Don Gifford 
Max E. Gilpin 
Thomas A.Giosa 
John W. Green  
Paul Gribas 
Phillip Gunter 
R.B. Gustafson  
David Hancock  

Wilbur Harper 
Danny W. Harrelson 
George Haymans 
Dan Herlihy 
Ralph Hines (H)  
Todd Hines  
Johnny R. Holifield 
Ed Hollingsworth  
Benard A. Holman 
Dennis Hood 
Meade Hufford  
Dudley Hughes (H)  
Timothy Hurst  
Stephen L. Ingram 
Lisa Ivshin (o)  
E.G. Jeffreys 
W.Kevin Jeffreys 
Stephen P. Jennings 
Ron L. Jinkins 
Joe Johnson (o)  
Lars Johnson  
Frederick L. Katzenmeyer 
Karl Kaufmann (o)  
Stan King  
Cragin Knox  
James W. Lacy lll      
Donnie Lambert 
Jim Landrem 
Dee Layman 
Cody Lenert 
Michael E. Liebert 
Heather Lindsey 
Ken R. Magee 
R.P. Major 
John Marble  
Ken McCarley  
John McCarty  
Joe McDuff  
Terry A. Mattalino 
Jonathon McMillin 
Phillip E. Meadows 
Maurice Meylan  
James Michael  
David W. Miller 
Bryant Miller 
Dean Miller 
Jack Moody  
William Morris  
Lew Murray 
James Nix  
Micheal A. Noone 
James Norris  
Jerry P. Ogden 
Patrick Overman  
Einar Pedersen 
Billy Powell  
Jim Provost  

George I. Puckett 
James Rawls  
Michael S. Reed 
Phillip Reeves 
Jeff Requarth  
Armando T. Ricci Jr. 
Julius Ridgway 
William Ridgway 
Michael Robinson 
Gail Russell  
Winston Russell  
Howard Samsel  
Darrel W.  Schmitz 
Robert Schneeflock (o)  
Wallace Scoggins 
Bing Seitz  
George Self  
Charles M. Smith 
Donald L. Smith 
George T. Smith 
Jimmy Sparks 
Harry Spooner  
Michal Spooner 
James Starnes  
Lindsey Stewart 
James O. Stephens 
Edwin Sticker 
Tony Stuart (o)  
John Sullivan  
Andrew Sylte  
Thomas Sylte  
Ronald J. Tarbutton 
Mike Taylor 
Mark Teague  
Stan Thieling 
David Thompson 
Sid Thompson 
Burney Threadgill  
Daniel B. Trotter 
Wayne Upchurch  
Janet Verret  
George Vockroth  
Steve Walkinshaw (o) 
Johnnie P. Wanger  
Vaughan Watkins,Jr. 
John C. Weaver 
Stewart W. Welch (H) 
Joe White  
Thomas W. White 
Rex Wilkinson 
Charles Williams (H)  
Barton P. Wilson 
Robert Womack Jr. 
Mark Wyatt  
Jerry Zoble (H) 
          (H) = Honorary Member 
          (O) = Officer 



 BLAIBONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS R & AT LAW 

 
                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423                      1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232                             Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477               Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: wfblair@netdoor.

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 

VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 
Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 
 
 

 
 

OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION   
CONSULTING PETROLEUM ENGINEER 

 
                     

P. O. Box 101 
Natchez, MS  39121 

Office (601) 446-8105 
Fax (601) 446-8844 

Jerry P. Ogden 

JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39216 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
 
 

VAUGHN WATKINS, JR. 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
7570 OLD CANTON ROAD 

SUITE 201 
MADISON, MS  39110 

 
PHONE: 601-898-9347 

hvwjr@comcast.net 
 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 





Quote of the week... 
From our esteemed friend "Sir" Charles Barkley (for those of 
you that don't know, he's a former All American at Auburn , 
an NBA AllStar, an Olympic Gold Medal winner, a TV sports  
commentator who is extraordinarily funny and someone who 
should run for office).  
 
"Poor People have been voting for Democrats for the last 50 
years, ... and they are still poor." 
 

 In a small Texas town, a new bar/tavern started a building to 
open up their business. The local Baptist church started a  
campaign to block the bar from opening with petitions and  
prayers. Work progressed, however right up till the week before 
opening, when a lightning strike hit the bar and it burned to the 
ground. The church folks were rather smug in their out-
look after that, till the bar owner sued the church on the 
grounds that the church was ultimately responsible for the  
demise of his building, either through direct or indirect actions 
or means. The church vehemently denied all responsibility or any 
connection to the buildings demise in its reply to the court. As 
the case made its way in to court, the judge looked 
over the paperwork. At the hearing he commented, 'I don't 
know how I'm going to  decide this, but as it appears from the 
paperwork, we have a bar owner who believes in the power of 
prayer, and an entire church congregation that doesn't.'  
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