
 
 

MISSISSIPPI 
GEOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 
                 eBulletin 

                missgeo.com 

    Volume 58                No. 3           November 2009 



MGS  2008-2009  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
 Officers    

President Joe Johnson Tellus Operating  (601) 898-7444 

1st Vice President Brian Sims Tellus Operating (601) 898-7444 

2nd Vice President Karl Kaufmann Valioso (601) 936-3601 

Secretary David Hancock Roundtree & Assoc. (601) 355-4530 

Treasurer Stanley King Independent (601) 842-3539 

Webmaster Steve Walkinshaw Vision Exploration (601) 607-3227 
Advertising John Cox Independent (601) 978-1763 

 Editor Bob Schneeflock Geodigital Consulting (601) 853-0701 

Boland Scholarship    

President Brian Sims Tellus Operating (601) 898-7444 

Secretary Dave Cate Pruet Oil (601) 948-5279 

Members Ray Lewand 
Tony Stuart 
James Starnes 
Bob Schneeflock 

 
Venture Oil  & Gas 
DEQ 
Geodigital Consulting 

 
(601) 428-7725  

 
(601) 853-0701 

Honorary Membership    

Chairman Charles H. Williams, Jr. Vaughey & Vaughey (601) 982-1212 

Members Dudley J. Hughes 
E. Ralph Hines 

Hughes South Corp. 
Moon-Hines 

(601) 420-9892 
(601) 572-8300 

MGS Representatives    

AAPG Rick L. Ericksen Board of Reg. Prof.  
Geologists 

(601) 354-6370 

AAPG Maurice Birdwell Independent (601) 936-6939 

GCAGS Danny Harrelson U.S. Army Engineers 
R&D Center 

(601 634-2685 

Other    

Environmental Section Ken Ruckstuhl Environmental  Mgt. Serv. (601) 992-8233 

Historian Stanley King Independent (601) 842-3539 

    

    



 

 

In This Issue: 
 

Meetings Schedule 
North Monroeville Field 

Gregory J. Zerrahn  
State Oil & Gas Board letter 
Dudley J. Hughes  

Exploration Internship 
The Great “Carbon Burp” 
Call for Papers—GCAGS 
US Rotary Rig  Count 
Who are these MGS  
      members? 
MGS Membership  

Application 
Members in good standing. 
MGS Advertising Notice 
MGS Boland Scholarship          
Fund 
MGS Honorary Members 
 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Joe Johnson 

Fellow Members: 
   
 We are quickly moving on in the year and the cool 
weather has finally arrived. Karl is working on our 
speaker line up for the year, Brian Sims is doing what he 
does best, and David, Stanley, and Bob are  
doing a great job as always. 
  
 For our October luncheon Dan Buller from  
Halliburton discussed the current activity in North  
Louisiana on the Haynesville Shale. The unconventional 
shales defiantly require a different type of  petrophysical 
evaluation then conventional reservoirs. It is astonishing 
how a different way of  thinking can kick off  a play that 
has not been viable for over a hundred years. It was an 
excellent talk and we appreciate those of  you that joined 
us.  
 Lisa Ivshin did an excellent job organizing the 
IOGCC annual meeting in Biloxi. My boat caught the 
only two redfish in the sponsors fishing tournament. The 
LT. Governor Phil Bryant was there updating his mental 
repertoire with current information on the  
future vitality of  natural gas use and CO2 Tertiary  
recovery in our great state. I heard him on MS Supertalk 
radio quoting some of  the information he heard at the 
conference. I think I like this whole idea of   
politicians getting informed on a subject before they  
decide our fate on that issue. Maybe the government 
should make that some kind of  requirement for  
political service. Just a thought. 
 
It sure is good to see that not only oil prices, but gas 
prices have made a rebound! We look forward to seeing 
you this month at the luncheon. 
 
Sincerely,           
Joe 



 September  10, 2009 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club 

 October  8, 2009 Dan Buller—Petrophysical Evaluation of the  
Haynesville Shale in NE Texas and NW Louisiana 

  River Hills 

 November  12, 2009 Gregory J. Zerrahn —North Monroeville Field 
Monroe County, Alabama 

  River Hills 

 December, 2009 TBA 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 14, 2010 
      

TBA   River Hills 

 February 11, 2010 TBA   River Hills 

 March 11, 2010 TBA   River Hills 

 April 8, 2010 TBA   River Hills 

 May 13, 2009  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When      What      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 11, 2009 

        September 1, 2009 

        October 6, 2009 

        November 3, 2009 

        December 1, 2009 

        January 5, 2010 

        February 2, 2010 

        March 2, 2010 

        April 6, 2010 

        May 4, 2010 
 

They walk among us & they vote !!!  



North Monroeville Field, Monroe County, Alabama 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
North Monroeville Field, discovered in 1997, is the second largest and northernmost field 
in the Upper Jurassic Frisco City sand (Lower Haynesville) trend of Monroe County, Ala-
bama. The field, which only covers 840 acres, has produced 3,019,361 BO through De-
cember of 2008. The trap, like the other fields in the trend, is structural/stratigraphic in na-
ture. The stratigraphic component is the deposition of thick (>100 ft [30 m]) well to moder-
ately sorted very fine to medium grained sand with high porosity and permeability on the 
flanks of a cluster of erosional knobs of basement rocks (inselbergs). The sand pinches 
out towards the crestal positions. At North Monroeville the porosity is occluded by anhy-
drite cement in the structurally highest well. The structural component of the trap is four 
way closure due to differential compaction over the inselberg complex, which is capped by 
impervious Lower Haynesville shale. The proven productive hydrocarbon column is 155 ft 
(47 m) at North Monroeville. The closure was filled to spill-point which is -10,500 ft (-3200 
m). North Monroeville Field was discovered using the northern edge of a 3D seismic grid 
that was shot to define Monroeville Field, which is located about 1.5 mi (2.4 km) to the 
south, and a proprietary vibroseis/dynamite 2D line. North Monroeville Field is situated be-
neath the city of Monroeville, Alabama. Therefore, a post-discovery 3D grid was acquired 
using a combination of vibroseis and dynamite shots. Development of North Monroeville 
Field was guided by this 3D survey. The field is currently developed with seven productive 
wells and one dry hole. Peak production occurred in 2005 at 579,678 BO. 

Gregory J. Zerrahn
Biography

Greg earned a bachelor’s degree in Geology from the State University of New York at 
Oswego in 1973 and a M.S. in Geology from the University of Arizona in 1976.  A portion of his 
master’s thes is on the strata associated with the Upper Ordovician Taconic Orogeny was 
published in the GSA Bulletin.  His career in petroleum geology began in 1976 when he accepted 
a position with Shell Oil in New Orleans.  While at Shell he worked the Mesozoic of the Upper 
Gulf Coast, the eastern offshore Gulf of Mexico, the offshore of the North Atlantic and the 
Santos Basin of offshore Brazil.  Greg returned to the Upper Gulf Coast when he moved to 
Shreveport in 1981 to work for Texas Oil and Gas, then Arkla Exploration and currently Palmer 



 



Dudley J. Hughes Exploration Internship 
 
The Millsaps College Department of Geology is accepting applications from petroleum and geo-
physical exploration companies interested in participating in the Dudley J. Hughes Exploration In-
ternship Program.  This is our third year of the program, the first recipient is working with Den-
berry Resources in Dallas, and the second is starting graduate school at the University of Arkansas. 
The internship is awarded to a Millsaps undergraduate student majoring in geology.  The intern will 
be matched with a local or regional exploration company for work experience, but paid a stipend by 
the endowment.  The student would be permitted to work up to, but not over, 10 hrs per week up to 
a maximum of 125 hrs.  Based on corporate participation, if agreeable to the student, it may be pos-
sible to extend the internship beyond the primary term. 
 
Periodic feedback from both the intern and the corporate supervisor will be solicited by a faculty 
representative to ensure that both parties are satisfied with the internship program.  Ideally the in-
ternship experience will consist of a broad base exposure to many aspects of petroleum exploration 
and research.  While the students are expected to be productive, we anticipate that some of the ex-
perience will be observational. 
 
At the conclusion of the internship, the student will be required to make a presentation to the de-
partment staff and majors.  A final paper detailing the experience may also be required. 
 
Interested parties should submit a letter explaining why they should be awarded the student intern-
ship program. The letter should also include the name of the intern’s supervisor, their job title, and 
an indication of expectations and what you can offer the student. 
 
Please submit letters via regular mail, or electronically by October 15th to: 
 
Dr. Stan Galicki 
Millsaps College 
1701 N. State St. 
Box 150647 
Jackson, MS 39210 
 
galics@millsaps.edu 



MISSISSIPPI AND THE GREAT “CARBON BURP” 55.5 MILLION YEARS AGO 
 
David T. Dockery III, Office of Geology 
 
 The 55.5-million-year-old Paleocene-Eocene boundary was a time marked by the sudden release of methane 
from gas hydrates on the sea floor, informally referred to as the “Carbon Burp,” which changed the composition of 
globally distributed carbon isotopes.  It was followed by a geologically-brief, 170,000-year episode of global warming 
(of 5-8E C) in both low- and high-latitude regions.  Associated with this warming event were biological crises on land 
and sea, including migrations, extinctions, new species, and the acme zone (or algal bloom) of the marine dinoflagellate 
Apectodinium, a mobile blue-green alga.  Today algal blooms of the dinoflagellate species Alexandrium fundyense and 
Karenia brevis cause the fish-killing red tides of the North American East Coast and of the Florida coast, respectively.  
Apectodinium was found to be abundant at the Paleocene-Eocene boundary section behind the old Red Hot Truck Stop 
at Meridian, Mississippi, and was recently found by Professor Appy Sluus of Utrecht University (Netherlands) to be 
abundant at this boundary in the Mississippi Office of Geology #1 Harrell core from Lauderdale County, based on his 
examination of core samples previously collected for pollen study by Guy Harrington of the University of Birmingham, 
England.  To pinpoint the Paleocene-Eocene boundary in the Harrell core (one of many such cores archived in the Of-
fice of Geology’s core and sample library at its North West Street building), Dr. Sluus sent his graduate student Linda 
van Roij, on short notice, to Mississippi to sample the core at 15 cm intervals.  Linda arrived in Jackson on November 
12 and departed on November 21, 2008.  While here, Linda traveled also to the Geological Survey of Alabama (on the 
campus of the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa), where she sampled the Paleocene-Eocene boundary interval in the 
St. Stephens core from the St. Stephens quarry in Washington County, Alabama.  The climate history preserved in Mis-
sissippi’s sedimentary rocks is important in the study of current global warming trends. 





Who are these MGS members? 
Hint: 1962 or 1978 

Answers on last page 



  
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 
round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding earth 

science students at its annual  Honors Day meeting on March 11, 2010.   
 

Since inception in 1980, the Society has honored 104 students with the Boland Award.   
If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail your 
check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

 
The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  

L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2009-2010 year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
The Boland Family 
                               Joe                                                               Dave Cate      
                               Bill                                                                Bob Schneeflock 
                               Pat 
                               Liz 
                               Butch 
                               Mike 
                               Mary 
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      

MGS Honorary Members 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson                  H. Leroy Francis*  David C. Harrell* 
 
Oleta R. Harrell*                  Ralph Hines                        Dudley J. Hughes     
 
Urban B. Hughes*                         Wendell B. Johnson * Walter P. Jones*   
 
Harold Karges*                             Wilbur H. Knight*             Winnie McGlammery*  
 
Thomas McGlothin*        Frederic F. Mellen*            Maurice E. Miesse*   
 
Emil Monsour*                 William H. Moore*             Marvin E. Norman*       
 
Marvin L. Oxley*                          Richard R. Priddy*  Thurston Connell Rader* 
 
Baxter Smith*                  Harry V. Spooner                Henry Toler*    
 
H. Vaughn Watkins                        Stewart W. Welch                Charles H. Williams            
 
                                                          Jerry Zoble                                                               * deceased 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2009-2010 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student ($5/yr)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



Ken Adams 
Ed Andress 
Les Aultman 
Bill Bagnall 
Larry Baria 
Maurice Birdwell 
Mike Blackwell 
Michael Bograd 
Chris Bowen 
Alvin W. Byrd 
Pittman Calhoun 
Dave Cate 

Glen C. Clark 
Graham Cook 
Phil Cook 
John Cox (O) 
Verne Culbertson (H) 
Jim Cummings 
David Dockery 
Charlie Doubek 
Jim Files 
Chris Franks 
Jim Furrh 
Stan Galicki 
Robert Gaston 
Donald Gifford 
Thomas Giosa 
Carl Gray 
Bobby Greenwood 
Paul Gribas 
Wayne Haley 
David Hancock (O) 
George Haymans 
Franklin Heitmuller 
Dan Herlihy 
Bob Herr IV 
David Hilton 
Ralph Hines (H) 
Todd Hines 
Johnny Holifield 
Bernard Holman 

Meade Hufford 
Dudley Hughes (H) 
Timothy W. Hurst 
Lisa Ivshin 
E.G. Jeffreys 
Joe Johnson (O) 
Lars Johnson 
Karl Kaufmann (O) 
Stanley King (O) 
Cragin Knox 
James R. Landrem 
Dee Layman 
Cody Lenert 
James D. Libiez 
Mike Liebert 
Ken Magee 
Joe McDuff 
Maurice A Meylan 
Jim Michael 
Bryant Miller 
Pat Moore 
James Mulligan III 
Lew Murray 

Jim Nix 
James Norris 
Conner Perkins 
Frank Perkins 
Thang Pham 
Jeanne S.F. Phelps 
William Potthoff 
Billy Powell 
George Puckett 
Phillip Reeves 
Armando Ricci 
Bill Ridgway 
John G. Ridgway 
Julius Ridgway 
Howard Samsel 
Darrel Schmitz 
Robert Schneeflock (O) 
Wallace Scoggins 
Mark Scott 
Thomas B. Seitz  

George Self 
Bren Sidereas 
John Silvernail 
Brian Sims (O) 
Charlie Smith 
Don Smith 
George T. Smith 
Harry Spooner (H) 

Michal Spooner 
James Starnes 
Jim Stephens 
Lindsey Stewart 
Tony Stuart 
John Sullivan 
Andy Sylte 
Mike Taylor 
Bob Thomas 
Wayne Upchurch 
George Vockroth 
Steve Walker 
Steve Walkinshaw (O) 
Eddie Waller 
Fred Walsh 
Johhnie Wanger  
Vaughn Waatkins, Jr. (H) 
Stewart W. Welch (H) 
Rob Weyman 
Joe R. White 
Charles Williams (H) 
Lance Wilson 
Bradley Winton 
Bob Womack 
Mark Wyatt 
Steven Richard Yancey 
Asim Yousafzai 
Jerry Zoble (H) 

 

The following are MGS members in good standing 

(O) - officer (H) - Honorary 



 
MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 
September 2009 – May 2010 

 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 
Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact John Cox at (601) 978-1763 or john_cox@bellsouth.net 

   2009 - 2010 MGS Ads are due. 
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                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   
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Manager 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 

VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

Your ad here 



MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS  
  
1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957       Ben Ploch  
1957-1958       Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979       Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981       Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983   James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984   Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985   C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone  

Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997     Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998     George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999     Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000    Stanley King 
2000-2001    John C. Marble 
2001-2002    Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003    Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004    John G. Cox 
2004-2005    James E. Starnes  
2005-2006  Todd Hines 
2006-2007  Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008  Tony Stewart 
2008-2009  Lisa Ivshin 



Robert Womack Ed C. Andress Lester Aultman Harold “Rip” Baker 


