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 Well I am certainly looking forward to May 19, the 
date of our Spring Fling but more importantly Election 
Day for MGS officers.  Let’s make sure we have a good 
turnout so that the election results can be properly certified 
and I do not have to serve another term. 
 Our editor is certainly looking forward to a new 
President so that he can get monthly President’s Letters in-
stead of a letter every other month. 
 Congratulations again to all the Boland Scholarship 
recipients.  Thanks to all that were at last month’s luncheon 
to help honor these students. Thanks also to the faculty 
members who were in attendance with their students and 
for their departmental updates. 
 Also congratulations again to Julius Ridgway for his 
induction as an Honorary Member of the Mississippi Geo-
logical Society.  He has been and continues to be a faithful 
member of our Society. 
 And congratulations to Stanley King for, at present, 
running unopposed to be our next President. 
 
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE AT 
THE SPRING FLING.  IT WILL BE LOTS OF FUN.   
 
-BRIAN SIMS 
  
  

MGS 



 September  9, 2010 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club 

 October  7, 2010 Art Johnson: RECENT DISCOVERIES IN SOUTH LOUISIANA 
FIELDS REJUVENATE PRODUCTION 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  11, 2010 Kevin Macumber:CO2 EOR project a Raleigh Field in 
Smith Co., MS 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 4, 2010 Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 13, 2011 
      

Jack C. Pashin: Shale Gas Plays of the Black Warrior 
basin and the Appalachian Thrust Belt of Alabama 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 10, 2011 Dan Tearpock– President, Division of Profes-
sional Affairs: Professionalism/Ethics 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 10, 2011 Lawrence R. Baria: A Status Report on Little Cedar Creek Field, 
Conecuh County, Alabama: The Largest Smackover Field Dis-
covered in the Last 40 Years. 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 7, 2011 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 19, 2011  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 27, 2010 

        September 1, 2010 

September 28, 2010 

        November 3, 2010 

        December 1, 2010 

        January 5, 2011 

        February 2, 2011 

        March 3, 2011 

        April 6, 2011 

        May 4, 2011 

 



MGS MAY SPEAKER:  

 
 
 
No speaker this month. Please come and join us for the MGS Spring Fling at the 
Jackson Yacht Club in Ridgeland, MS on May 19th 



     TURN IT TO THE RIGHT! 

 



2010 – 2011 BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

The Mississippi Geological Society awarded its annual L. F. Boland Scholarship to four students at 
the April 7 meeting.  This foursome makes a total of 112 to be honored by the Society for outstanding 
achievements in the geoscience field since the awards began in 1982-1983.   Each student received 
$1,000 and a framed certificate denoting his achievement. 
 
Paul Minor – Mississippi State University.  Paul is from  Jackson, Mississippi and is a senior at 
Mississippi State with a GPA of 3.75.  After graduation in May with his B. S. degree, he plans to pur-
sue a master’s degree at the University of Arkansas with an interest in the energy field.  He has been 
a President’s Scholar at Mississippi State from 2007 – 2010 and has received the John R. Richards Jr. 
Scholarship from 2008 – 2010.  He is currently an undergraduate teaching assistant in the geology 
department and he interned with the MDEQ in 2010 working on a core rig collecting and describing 
samples for mapping purposes.  He is active as an officer in Sigma Gamma Epsilon and is a member 
of the AAPG and the GSA. 
 
Devin Murray -  University of Mississippi.  Devin is from Hernando, Mississippi and a senior to 
graduate in May with a B. S. degree in geological engineering.  He has a 3.70 GPA and plans to pur-
sue a M. S. degree in geological engineering with the Colorado School of Mines.  His career goal is 
in the geological engineering field with a focus on  rock mechanics or geothermal energy.  He 
worked as a hydraulic engineer for the USDA Agricultural Research Service in 2009 and 2010 log-
ging sample data and doing bank stability research on the Sacramento River.  He is an active member 
of the University of Mississippi Geology Club. 
 
Benjamin Breland – University of Southern Mississippi.    Benjamin is from Hattiesburg, Missis-
sippi and is a senior to graduate in December after completing his field course this summer.  He has a 
3.49 GPA and plans to pursue a M. S. degree in geology after graduation.  He holds a previous degree 
from Pearl River CC.  He is from a third generation oil family and his goal is to be an exploration ge-
ologist in the petroleum field.  He has done community service with St. Jude’s Hospital and the Du-
bard School for Language Disorders.  He has also served as a representative and a senator on the In-
terfraternity Council at USM.  He is currently a teaching assistant in the physical geology classroom 
and he previously worked in 2006 – 2007 as a roustabout for Tellus 
Operating. 
 
Hunter Berch – Millsaps College.  Hunter is from Starkville, Mississippi and is a senior to graduate 
in May with a B. S. in geology.  He has a 3.56 GPA and has been accepted by LSU to pursue his M. 
S. degree in geology.  His career interest is exploration geology with a focus on unconventional reser-
voirs and extraction techniques.  He holds the 2010 Wendell B. Johnson Award for the outstanding 
junior in the Millsaps Geology Department.  He holds the Ford Teaching Fellowship and is a teaching 
assistant in physical geology.  He is the current president of Sigma Gamma Epsilon and has worked 
under a GCAGS grant doing research with the Millsaps faculty.  He currently holds the Dudley J. 
Hughes Internship award at Millsaps and has interned with Geodigital Consulting the past two years 
using Petra and SMT in petroleum exploration.  He is the current president and house manager for 
the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity.   







Ericksen honored by AAPG 
 
Rick L. Ericksen was recently awarded the Distinguished Service award by American Asso-
ciation of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) - the world’s largest single geological society in 
Houston, Texas during the organization’s annual meeting there.  The AAPG has over 35,000 
members located in 114 countries globally. 
 
Ericksen was recognized for his work with the AAPG having served as chair of its Ethics 
Committee from 2005-07, its House of Delegates for nearly 20  years representing the Mis-
sissippi Geological Society.  He has also served on the AAPG’s Advisory Council, was Presi-
dent of one of the AAPG’s divisions (The Division of Professional Affairs) and has chaired 
that division’s committee on State Registration and Licensure for the past 12 years.  
 
While President of the Division he initiated and implemented the first web-based online train-
ing course in professional ethics.  He has also been awarded the DPA’s Distinguished Ser-
vice Award in 2006 and Certificate of Merit in 2005 for work that he was involved in with that 
division. 
       
Rick is recognized nationally for this leadership.  He has authored/co-authored papers, made 
presentations to professional organizations, and testified at public hearings on geologic li-
censure and registration.  He is a strong advocate for state registration and licensing and is 
a pioneer in the establishment of procedures in this regard through his association with the 
Association of State Boards of Geology (ASBOG) where he currently chairs its Uniform Pro-
cedures Committee and its Public Relations Committee.  Rick served as the first President of 
the Mississippi State Board of Registered Professional Geologists and has served as its offi-
cial Director of the Board since 2000. 
 
Rick is widely known for his public service contributions.  He began his career in this area in 
1991 as a staff geologist for the Mississippi Office of Geology (MOG).  During his tenure at 
MOG, he published several milestone papers for the petroleum industry on the salt dome 
play in the Mississippi Interior Salt Basin, on coal bed methane potential of the Black Warrior 
Basin, compiled a definitive reference for Rws in the state, and another on naturally occur-
ring radioactive materials (NORM).  These papers served to facilitate oil and gas exploration 
and development in Mississippi. 
 
Rick continues to be an important supporter of the geoscientific community.  He has served 
on a number of State of Mississippi committees related to resources and registration.  He 
was President of the Mississippi Geological Society (MGS) and has provided leadership on 
numerous MGS committees.  He also continues to serve on several national committees re-
lated to licensing through his association with ASBOG. 
 
In addition, Rick has always been involved in the business of petroleum.  He began his ca-
reer working as a petroleum geologist for Chevron USA, Getty Oil Company (Skelly), R L 
Burns Corporation, Pruet Oil Company, and TXO Production Corporation.  Today, he is 
President and CEO of Ericksen Energy Corporation in Ridgeland, Mississippi. 



 
 
 

ROCKHAMMER CORNER: 

STOP CONTINENTAL DRIFT! 
IT IS DESTROYING THE OZONE LAYER, 
CAUSING GLOBAL WARMING, AND RUINING 

U.S. POLITICS! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
OLD GEOLOGISTS never die, they just recrystalize! 
 
 
 
 
 

A geologist is the only person who can can talk to a 
woman and use the 
words "dike" "thrust" "bed" "orogeny" "cleavage" and 
"subduction" in the 
same sentence without facing a civil suit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geologists are amazing. They know hundreds of words for 
different sorts of dirt and hundreds of words for 
things it does when left alone for a few million years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS: 
 
 
The slate of 2011-2012 MGS officer candidates is thus: 
         
 1st VP   Jim Files 
          
2nd VP   Neil Barnes 
         
Secretary  Matt Caton 
          
Treasurer  Bill Bagnall 
 
 
 
Please be sure to note that additional nominations will be accepted from the floor 
at the Spring Fling, May 19th. 
 
 
 
 







  
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 
round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding earth 

science students at its annual  Honors Day meeting on April 7th, 2011.   
 

Since inception in 1980, the Society has honored 104 students with the Boland Award.   
If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail your 
check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

 
The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  

L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2010-2011 year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                           

MGS Honorary Members 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy*   
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
 
 
       * deceased 

Jim Furrh 
Maurice Birdwell 

Maurice Meylan 

Julius Ridgway 
Jim Michael 
Stewart Welch 
Dave Cate 
Joe McDuff 

Chris Franks 

James Libiez 

Donnie Lambert 

Tony Stuart 

Linda Harper 

Jerry Ogden 

Dawn Bissell 

Randy Bissell 

George Puckett 

Lawrence F. Boland 

William & Liz Boland Patter-
son 

Hillary & Mary Boland Zim-
merman 

Ken McCarley 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2009-2010 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student ($5/yr)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



The following are MGS members in good standing 

(O) - officer (H) - Honorary 

Ken Adams 

Les Aultman 

Bill Bagnall (O) 

Adam Barham 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes 

John Becker 

Bruce Blake 

Maurice Birdwell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Lynn D. Boone 

Chris Bowen 

Benjamin Byerly 

Alvin W. Byrd 

J. C. Carlisle 

Kyle Carlton 

Dave Cate 

Matt Caton (O) 

Roger Chapman 

Phil Cook 

Charles Coney 

Verne Culbertson (H) 

Paul Day 

Charlie Doubek 

Gary Dunlap 

Dave Easom 

Rick Ericksen 

Leisa Estes 

Jo Everett 

Jim Files (O) 

Chris Franks 

Jim Furrh 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Thomas Giosa 

Paul Gribas 

Joseph Grimball 

Erin Rae Gore 

David Hancock 

Danny Harrelson 

George S. Haymans 

Frank Heitmuller 

Dan Herlihy 

Robert Herr 

David Higgenbotham 

David Hilton 

Ralph Hines (H) 

Todd Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Bernard Holman 

I Meade Hufford 

Dudley Hughes (H) 

Kevin Jeffreys 

Joe Johnson (O) 

Lars Johnson 

Fred Katzenmeyer 

Karl Kaufmann (O) 

 

Dean Kebert 
Stanley King (O) 
Donnie Lambert 
Dee Layman 
Cody Lenert 
James Libiez 
R. P. Major 
Will McBryde 
Ken McCarley 
Joseph McDuff 
Ken MaGee 
Thomas McMillan 
Bll Meaney 
Maurice Meylan 
Jim Michael 
Jack Moody 
James Mulligan III 
Lew Murray 
James Nix 
James Norris 
Josua R Nowell 
Thang Pham 
Jeanne S.F. Phelps 
William Potthoff 
Billy Powell 
Jim Rawls 
Armando Ricci, Jr. 
Julius Ridgway 
Bill Ridgway 
Lewis Rogers 
Ken Ruckstuhl 
Howard Samsel 
Darrell Schmitz 
Robert Schneeflock  
Mark Scott 
Thomas Seitz 
George Self 
Dave Senor 
Bren Sidereas 
John Silvernail 
Brian Sims (O) 
Kevin Skees 
Don Smith 
George Smith 
Jimmy Sparks 
Harry Spooner (H) 
Michal Spooner 
Jim Stephens 
Lindsey Stewart 
Edwin Sticker 
Tony Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Sullivan 

Andy Sylte 

Tom Sylte 

Mike Taylor 

Stan Thieling 

Bob Thomas 

David Thompson 

Sid Thompson 

Janet Verret 

Watts Ueltschey 

George Vockroth 

Steve Walker  

Steve Walkinshaw (O) 

Fred Walsh 

Johnnie Wanger 

Jin Watkins 

Vaughn Watkins, Jr. (H) 

Stewart W. Welch (H) 

Rob Weyman 

Joe R. White 

Lance Wilson 

Bradley Winton 

Charles Williams (H) 

Robert Womack 

Mark Wyatt 

Stephen Richard Yancey 

Jerry Zoble (H) 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2010 – May 2011 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 

Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   

Ridgeland, MS  39157    
Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 





MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
  

PAST PRESIDENTS  
  
1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957       Ben Ploch  
1957-1958       Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979       Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981       Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983   James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984   Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985   C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997     Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998     George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999     Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000    Stanley King 
2000-2001    John C. Marble 
2001-2002    Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003    Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004    John G. Cox 
2004-2005    James E. Starnes  
2005-2006  Todd Hines 
2006-2007  Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008  Tony Stuart 
2008-2009  Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010  Joe Johnson 


	ROCKHAMMER CORNER:

	                       Attorneys at Law

	                     William F. Blair

	MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

	PAST PRESIDENTS 
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