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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Brian Sims 

 
 
 
  

Fellow Members:   
 
 I apologize for not taking ~5 minutes out of  my 
daily schedule to write you a monthly update on our so-
ciety.  
 
 Please do not blame the editor for the slacking of  
my duties, because he sent me numerous reminders to do 
so. 
 
Thanks, 
 
The Editor (For Brian Sims) 
  
  

MGS 



 September  9, 2010 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club 

 October  7, 2010 Art Johnson: RECENT DISCOVERIES IN SOUTH LOUISIANA 
FIELDS REJUVENATE PRODUCTION 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  11, 2010 Kevin Macumber:CO2 EOR project a Raleigh Field in 
Smith Co., MS 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 4, 2010 Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 13, 2011 
      

Jack C. Pashin: Shale Gas Plays of the Black Warrior 
basin and the Appalachian Thrust Belt of Alabama 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 10, 2011 Dan Tearpock– President, Division of Profes-
sional Affairs: Professionalism/Ethics 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 10, 2011 Lawrence R. Baria: A Status Report on Little Cedar Creek Field, 
Conecuh County, Alabama: The Largest Smackover Field Dis-
covered in the Last 40 Years. 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 7, 2011 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 13, 2011  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 27, 2010 

        September 1, 2010 

September 28, 2010 

        November 3, 2010 

        December 1, 2010 

        January 5, 2011 

        February 2, 2011 

        March 3, 2011 

        April 6, 2011 

        May 4, 2011 

 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF LAWRENCE R. BARIA 
 
 
 

 After receiving a BS in Geology in 1967, Larry pursued a Masters Degree in stratigraphy and 
sandstone petrology at Northeast Louisiana University and PhD studies in carbonate facies, stratigraphy 
and sulfate diagenesis at Louisiana State University.  In his early years he worked as a field geologist in 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Colorado and Alaska.  After leaving LSU, he went to work for Getty Oil Company 
in their Exploration & Production Research Lab where he specialized in Cretaceous and Jurassic strati-
graphy.  In 1976 Larry moved to Jackson, Mississippi to work with Enserch Exploration in Jurassic and 
Cretaceous exploration of the eastern Gulf Coast.  Since 1980 he has been a consulting geologist active 
in the generation of prospects within the Haynesville, Smackover and Norphlet Formations.  In addition 
to generating prospects, Larry often consults with various companies active in Jurassic exploration in the 
Gulf Coast Region and the Middle East.  Larry is currently on the graduate faculty at Ole Miss and the 
University of Alabama and he also serves on graduate thesis committees at Southern Mississippi, LSU 
and Mississippi State. 
 
A Status Report on Little Cedar Creek Field, Conecuh County, Alabama,  

The Largest Smackover Field Discovered in the Last 40 Years. 

 
Lawrence R. Baria, Jura-Search Inc., P.O. Box 320426, Flowood, MS 39232; E-mail:  bearlear@bellsouth.net, Telephone: 601-932-0002, Fax: 
601-932-0820 
 
 

Abstract: 
 
Little Cedar Creek Field appears to be the largest Smackover field discovered in the Northern Gulf Coast Province in the 
last several decades.  By January 2011, the field demonstrated an oil column of approximately 2100 feet, and extended 
along strike over sixteen miles in length. 
 
Two distinct reservoirs are recognized in the field. The lower reservoir consists of a microbial boundstone. Pellets, 
peloids, ostracods and foram tests were microbially and abiotically bound by micrite and fiberous cements to form a reefal 
character resulting in the preservation of framework porosity.  Subsequent late Jurassic exposure added significant moldic 
porosity to enhance the reservoir storage capacity and permeability. This reservoir is overlain by a bioturbated peloid 
packstone lithofacies which forms the seal over the lower reservoir. 
 
The upper reservoir consists predominantly of a cross-laminated ooid grainstone with intergranular, moldic, vuggy, and 
intercrystalline porosities. This reservoir grades upward into wackestones and packstones that occasionally show algal 
laminations. These gray and tan tight peritidal limestone facies become increasingly sandy (siliciclastic) and further grade 
upward into calcareous green and red shales of the lower Haynesville Formation. 
 
Unlike virtually all other Smackover fields in the Eastern Gulf Coast, Little Cedar Creek does not possess a true Buckner 
anhydrite top seal. Although these stratal geometries and facies are not uncommon throughout the Smackover trend of 
southwestern Alabama, Little Cedar Creek Field is unique in that both of its reservoirs are composed predominantly of 
limestone, not dolomite, as is the case in most Smackover fields in this region. 
 
Currently the field produces over 225,000 barrels per month, and since it’s re-birth in 2004, has produced over 12.0 mil-
lion barrels.  Amazingly the field continues to expand in several directions, and today hosts over 90 producing wells. 

MGS MARCH SPEAKER:  

mailto:bearlear@bellsouth.net�


     TURN IT TO THE RIGHT! 

 





SOURCE: http://www.wtrg.com/rotaryrigs.html 



 
 
 

ROCKHAMMER CORNER: 

STOP CONTINENTAL DRIFT! 
IT IS DESTROYING THE OZONE LAYER, 
CAUSING GLOBAL WARMING, AND RUINING 

U.S. POLITICS! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did the Geologist get expelled by the School House Marm? 
  
.... he couldn't keep a clean slate! 
  
Why was the Geologist expelled from Reform School? 
  
... he was a dirty layer! 
  
Why did the Geologist win top prize in the Military Prep School Parade? 
  
... because he had that Drill down. 
  
What state do Geologists live in? 
  
...Ochrehoma. 
  
Why did the Geologist win first place in the Braille contest? 
  
...because he had a great Feeled Test. 
  
What do a Geologist and a Clairvoyant have in common? 
  
... they both are great Remote Sensing experts. 
  
 



 Published Mar 3 2011 by ASPO-USA, Archived Mar 3 2011 

Peak oil notes - March 3 
by Tom Whipple 

Developments this week 

 
The fighting in Libya continues to push oil prices higher with NY crude futures settling on Wednesday at 
$102.23, the first settlement above $100 since summer 2008. In London, Brent crude settled at $116.35 a 
barrel after touching $117.80. The situation in Libya appears to be moving towards a prolonged civil 
war, with the West unwilling to intervene militarily and neither the forces still loyal to Gadhafi nor the 
rebels having the strength to overcome the other. The IEA says as much as 1 million b/d of Libya’s pre-
uprising production of 1.6 million b/d is no longer being produced. Although a few tankers apparently 
are still leaving the country, much of the circa 1.3 million b/d of exports is no longer being shipped. 

The Saudis announced that they have offered two European refiners additional cargoes of Arab Light 
crude for loading in March. Given that European refiners are facing shortfalls on the order of 30 million 
barrels or more per month due to the shut-in Libyan production, it is difficult to see the Saudis coming 
up with this much oil and getting it to European refiners on short notice. Most knowledgeable observers 
are skeptical that the Saudis can make up for the loss of the high-quality Libyan oil. 

The weekly US stocks report showed a drop in US crude inventories of 364,000 barrels as opposed to a 
750,000 barrel gain forecast by analysts. US gasoline inventories fell by 3.6 million barrels contributing 
to another rise in NY gasoline futures of 4.6 cents a gallon to close at $3.03. Forecasts that average US 
gasoline prices will be above $4 a gallon by the Fourth of July are now widespread. For now, however, 
US demand for oil products continues to run 1–2 percent above last year at 19.6 million b/d. 

In addition to concerns that the fighting and reduction in oil production in Libya may be prolonged, con-
cerns are rising over the possibility of domestic unrest in other Middle Eastern oil-producing countries. 
Websites are calling for a Saudi “Day of Rage” on March 11, and there are reports of demonstrators 
clashing with security forces in Tehran on Tuesday. In Oman, which produces nearly 900,000 b/d, the 
protests have spread to the capital. In Iraq, the country’s largest refinery was badly damaged by a mili-
tant attack. 

Newly released Chinese numbers show an 80-percent reduction in gasoil exports in January year over 
year. This suggests that Beijing is still concerned about diesel shortages developing during the spring 
planting season. Although some precipitation has fallen on China’s winter wheat crop, the situation re-
mains serious. 

 

Source: http://www.energybulletin.net 

http://www.aspo-usa.com�








 
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS: 
 
 
 
Carlo Christina and Charles Corona will be at the March MGS meeting to offer for 
sale copies of the latest NOGS publication, "Oil and Gas Fields of South Louisi-
ana, 2010", both in hardcopy and on CD.  Carlo and Charlie were co-chairmen of 
the NOGS committee responsible for this latest addition to contributions in Gulf 
Coast geology. 







  
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 
round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding earth 

science students at its annual  Honors Day meeting on April 7th, 2011.   
 

Since inception in 1980, the Society has honored 104 students with the Boland Award.   
If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail your 
check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

 
The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  

L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2010-2011 year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                           

MGS Honorary Members 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy*   
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                                 * deceased 

Jim Furrh 
Maurice Birdwell 

Maurice Meylan 

Julius Ridgway 
Jim Michael 
Stewart Welch 
Dave Cate 
Joe McDuff 

Chris Franks 

James Libiez 

Donnie Lambert 

Tony Stuart 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2009-2010 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student ($5/yr)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



The following are MGS members in good standing 

(O) - officer (H) - Honorary 

Ken Adams 

Les Aultman 

Bill Bagnall (O) 

Adam Barham 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes 

John Becker 

Bruce Blake 

Maurice Birdwell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Lynn D. Boone 

Chris Bowen 

Benjamin Byerly 

Alvin W. Byrd 

J. C. Carlisle 

Kyle Carlton 

Dave Cate 

Matt Caton (O) 

Roger Chapman 

Phil Cook 

Charles Coney 

Verne Culbertson (H) 

Paul Day 

Charlie Doubek 

Gary Dunlap 

Dave Easom 

Rick Ericksen 

Leisa Estes 

Jo Everett 

Jim Files (O) 

Chris Franks 

Jim Furrh 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Thomas Giosa 

Paul Gribas 

Joseph Grimball 

Erin Rae Gore 

David Hancock 

Danny Harrelson 

George S. Haymans 

Frank Heitmuller 

Dan Herlihy 

Robert Herr 

David Higgenbotham 

David Hilton 

Ralph Hines (H) 

Todd Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Bernard Holman 

I Meade Hufford 

Dudley Hughes (H) 

Kevin Jeffreys 

Joe Johnson (O) 

Lars Johnson 

Fred Katzenmeyer 

Karl Kaufmann (O) 

 

Dean Kebert 
Stanley King (O) 
Donnie Lambert 
Dee Layman 
Cody Lenert 
James Libiez 
R. P. Major 
Will McBryde 
Ken McCarley 
Joseph McDuff 
Ken MaGee 
Thomas McMillan 
Bll Meaney 
Maurice Meylan 
Jim Michael 
Jack Moody 
James Mulligan III 
Lew Murray 
James Nix 
James Norris 
Josua R Nowell 
Thang Pham 
Jeanne S.F. Phelps 
William Potthoff 
Billy Powell 
Jim Rawls 
Armando Ricci, Jr. 
Julius Ridgway 
Bill Ridgway 
Lewis Rogers 
Ken Ruckstuhl 
Howard Samsel 
Darrell Schmitz 
Robert Schneeflock  
Mark Scott 
Thomas Seitz 
George Self 
Dave Senor 
Bren Sidereas 
John Silvernail 
Brian Sims (O) 
Kevin Skees 
Don Smith 
George Smith 
Jimmy Sparks 
Harry Spooner (H) 
Michal Spooner 
Jim Stephens 
Lindsey Stewart 
Edwin Sticker 
Tony Stuart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Sullivan 

Andy Sylte 

Tom Sylte 

Mike Taylor 

Stan Thieling 

Bob Thomas 

David Thompson 

Sid Thompson 

Janet Verret 

Watts Ueltschey 

George Vockroth 

Steve Walker  

Steve Walkinshaw (O) 

Fred Walsh 

Johnnie Wanger 

Jin Watkins 

Vaughn Watkins, Jr. (H) 

Stewart W. Welch (H) 

Rob Weyman 

Joe R. White 

Lance Wilson 

Bradley Winton 

Charles Williams (H) 

Robert Womack 

Mark Wyatt 

Stephen Richard Yancey 

Jerry Zoble (H) 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2010 – May 2011 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 

Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   

Ridgeland, MS  39157    
Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 





MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
  

PAST PRESIDENTS  
  
1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957       Ben Ploch  
1957-1958       Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
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1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
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	BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF LAWRENCE R. BARIA

	ROCKHAMMER CORNER:
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