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Fellow Members:   
  
 This month’s speaker is Daniel Tearpock.  Most of you will 
recognize his name from his consulting group, Subsurface Consult-
ants & Associates.  I am sure many of you have taken a class with 
his group or certainly read material from one of his publications.  
Daniel is currently President of AAPG’s Division of Professional 
Affairs and will speak to us this month on Ethics.  It will be a good 
talk on a topic that will serve any profession.  Daniel is an excellent 
speaker who deserves your attendance. 
 
Reminder: The Boland Scholarship Awards and Honorary Member 
Induction will be held at the April luncheon not at the March lunch-
eon.  The March luncheon conflicted with spring break. 
 
If anyone speaks at a school on the subject of geology/earth sci-
ence, please let us know.  We would like to recognize you for giv-
ing back to the community.  If you know of a school looking for a 
speaker for an earth science course and you are unable to help, 
please give me a call and I will find someone that can assist.  There 
are many students and adults too, who believe we can convert from 
a country run on fossil fuels to one run on alternative energy 
sources overnight.  Many believe that the Oil Companies “cover 
up” all the new sources of fuel.  We need to help educate today’s 
students to the fact that our country will depend on fossil fuels for 
many years. 
 
I have a few posters from the National Energy Foundation, one ti-
tled Oil and another titled Natural Gas.  These are good teaching 
materials to leave with a geology or earth science class. 
 
I look forward to seeing you next Wednesday February 10.  
 
-Brian Sims 

MGS 



 September  9, 2010 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club 

 October  7, 2010 Art Johnson: RECENT DISCOVERIES IN SOUTH LOUISIANA 
FIELDS REJUVENATE PRODUCTION 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  11, 2010 Kevin Macumber:CO2 EOR project a Raleigh Field in 
Smith Co., MS 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 4, 2010 Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 13, 2011 
      

Jack C. Pashin: Shale Gas Plays of the Black Warrior 
basin and the Appalachian Thrust Belt of Alabama 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 10, 2011 Dan Tearpock– President, Division of Profes-
sional Affairs: Professionalism/Ethics 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 10, 2011 Lawrence R. Baria: A Status Report on Little Cedar Creek Field, 
Conecuh County, Alabama: The Largest Smackover Field Dis-
covered in the Last 40 Years. 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 7, 2011 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 13, 2011  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 27, 2010 

        September 1, 2010 

September 28, 2010 

        November 3, 2010 

        December 1, 2010 

        January 5, 2011 

        February 2, 2011 

        March 2, 2011 

        April 6, 2011 

        May 4, 2011 

 



Daniel J. Tearpock, Subsurface Consultants & Associates, L.L.C. 
 
Chairman/CEO – Serves in the role of Chief Executive Officer of Subsurface Consultants & 
Associates, LLC (SCA), which is an international petroleum consultancy and training firm. 
SCA is a client-focused firm that offers specialized solutions in consulting and training. Our 
experienced, well-trained staff has worked in over 40 countries. From our headquarters in 
Houston, Texas, SCA’s expertise reaches around the world from Kazakhstan to Indonesia, from 
the Canadian Rockies to the southern regions of South America. 
As a working geoscientist, Mr. Tearpock has generated numerous exploration and exploitation prospects, either as the sole 
generator or as part of an organized multidisciplinary team. He is the co-author of three textbooks, "Applied Subsurface 
Geological Mapping” (1991) ©, "Quick Look Techniques For Prospect Evaluations" (1994) © and “Applied Subsurface 
Geological Mapping With Structural Methods” (2003) ©, and numerous technical articles. Mr. Tearpock was a finalist in 
1996 and 1998 for the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year program and in 1998 received the Distinguished Service 
Award from Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA. He holds a bachelors degree in Geology from Bloomsburg Uni-
versity, 1970; and a masters in Geology from Temple University, 1977. He is a (AAPG/DPA) Certified Petroleum Geolo-
gist No. 4114, State of Texas Licensed Geologist No.2660 and (SIPES) Certified Earth Scientist No. 3015. 
Mr. Tearpock is a member of numerous associations including the AAPG, SPE, SIPES, SEG, GSA, HGS, EAGE, NOGS, 
LGS, IPA, SEAPEX & PESGB. He is currently President of the AAPG’s Division of Professional Affairs (10-11). He is a 
founding member and current Vice-Chairman (10-11) of the intersociety “Joint Committee on Reserves Evaluator Train-
ing” (JCORET). The member societies represented on JCORET include the AAPG, SPE, SPEE and WPC. 

 
 

Professionalism as it Applies to Petroleum Geoscience 
“The Practical Application of Ethics” 

By Daniel J. Tearpock 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
Professionalism as it applies to petroleum geoscientists is a key and fundamental aspect of delivering on our promises and 
conducting ourselves in an ethical manner.  Reliability in a geoscientists opinions and work product is the cornerstone to 
building trust and confidence, whether it is a seismic interpretation, prospect map, resources/reserves estimate or expert 
witness testimony to name a few.  Reliability is increased when managers, companies and investors have the assurance 
that the information they are evaluating was professionally prepared. 
 
This talk discusses “Professionalism” in petroleum geoscience and highlights the important factors such as educational 
background, experience, knowledge of recommended practices, the use of advanced technology, and last but not least, 
personal values – Ethics.  There is, of course, always uncertainty and risk associated with the exploration or development 
of hydrocarbons.  However, the proper use of technology, recommended practices, industry wide standards and ethical/
professional conduct not only can reduce risk and uncertainty, but can also provide to companies and investors the confi-
dence needed to move forward with an exploration or development plan or program. 
 
In the end, Professionalism encompasses our use of technical practices and standards, and our character and moral con-
sciousness that ultimately defines who we are and the reputation that will follow us through our professional career. 
 

MGS FEBURARY SPEAKER: 



Shale Gas Plays of the Black Warrior basin and the Appalachian Thrust Belt of Alabama 
Jack C. Pashin, Geological Survey of Alabama 

From our January 13th  Luncheon.  
 

Thanks goes out to Jack Pashin for his excellent presentation and to all that 
joined us.  



     TURN IT TO THE RIGHT! 

 





 
 
 

ROCKHAMMER CORNER: 

STOP CONTINENTAL DRIFT! 
IT IS DESTROYING THE OZONE LAYER, 
CAUSING GLOBAL WARMING, AND RUINING 

U.S. POLITICS! 

 
 

 
 

 
Geotechnical Engineer Recognition 
 
You are probably a soils geologist if you: 
 
*look at excavations instead of shops 
*can convert gpm to l/s without a calculator 
*start counting "1-2-3.." when a pile driver starts up 
*tell your beach partner whether the sand is fine, medium or coarse 
*and can also explain why it dries out under your feet 
*get upset in cinemas when somebody disappears completely into quicksand 
*object to geologists calling clay "soft shale"  
*have seen the movie "Armageddon" more than once 
*associate "centrifuge" with soils research rather than the kitchen 
*suspect liquefaction when you drop a bag of flour onto the kitchen floor 
*and mutter "thixotropy" when you shake tomato ketchup 
*can explain why the Tower of Pisa leans - and what they are doing to fix it 
*jump on the ground to feel whether it’s clay or peat 
*think of a deep pit in the ground when hearing a discussion about "block 
sampling"  
*suspect the variability of the soil layers when you hit a bump in the road 
*worry about future cracks in your house when planting a tree in your garden 
*want to pick up a lump of clay and squeeze it through your fingers 
*UU, CPT, CAUC, CAUE, DSS really mean something to you 
*insist on Ticino sand for your children's playground 
*associate PMT with in-situ soil testing rather than female distress 
*think the equation σ’ = σ - u (or o = σ + u for FEA) is 
really cool  
*think of sand rather than hair loss when someone says "Baldi" 
*sniff dirt and say "Hmmm" or "Ah Ha" 
*know how many kPa you exert when standing on one foot 
*explain the cause of various pavement failures to the passengers in your car 
*once took a hand auger home to see what was in your back yard 
*get upset when people use "silt" or "mud" for any soil on the seabed 
*think that others are interested in our explanations about suction and 
sandcastles  
*think that you are cooler than a structural engineer, because your 
materials are "always different"  - when in fact to the rest of the world 
we are just as boring  
*think that the most exciting thing on a trip to Scandinavia is not the 
blonde girls but "quick clay"  
*spend 30 euros a month on broadband to download CRISP  
*have designed an offshore foundation using a number derived from rolling 
out a lump of mud and a bucket-load of correlations. 
 
 



“Kiss goodbye” to Cancun CO2 goals, says IEA chief economist  
By Peter C Glover  
Posted on Jan. 24, 2011 

 
 
 
 
It is “virtually impossible” for the world to keep CO2 emissions within the “safe” limits agreed by 
world governments just weeks ago in Cancun. Speaking what for climate alarmists is ‘the unspeak-
able’, Dr Fatih Birol, Chief Economist at the International Energy Agency, was addressing an audi-
ence at London’s Imperial College on January 19. And Dr Birol was unequivocal that the world can 
“kiss goodbye” to its CO2 emissions peaking target set for 2020.  
 
Dr Birol said that the Cancun agreement, just weeks old, stands little chance of achieving the goal 
of keeping the world’s temperature from rising by 2 degrees C. He cited two main reasons. First, 
the key emitting nations are not serious about cutting CO2 growth. Second, the shale gas revolu-
tion threatens the viability of renewable energy projects worldwide.  
 
EU efforts  
 
Dr Birol’s comments were made within the framework of the European debate and current EU ef-
forts to achieve CO2 emission cuts of 20 or 30 percent by 2020 against 1990 levels. Once again, 
Dr Birol was stingingly forthright in making the comparison that the EU’s carbon cutting targets 
goals were “equivalent to just two weeks of China’s emissions”. In a surprising show of negativity 
about the state of the world’s war on carbon, Dr Birol said, “We would need to double decarbonisa-
tion efforts, then double them again to keep emissions within 450 parts per million”. He added, 
“The bulk of the effort needs to take place in countries where climate change is not high on the 
policy agenda. We have to be realistic.”  
 
Dr Birol went out of his way to make it clear that he did not blame China because emissions per 
capita and car ownership were both low and he also urged the EU and the UK to continue to show 
global “climate leadership”. But given the bleak global carbon war scenario Birol paints, the ques-
tion must surely be: why bother when it’s game over? The admission from the IEA’s own chief 
economist is to say the least a damning one given the billions of dollars of public money being 
poured into a carbon war in which, so it seems, we can have such an insignificant impact.  
As grave as that message must be to climate alarmists the world over, the problems don’t end 
there however. There’s a new kind on the block. And he’s moving in fast.  

 

http://www.energytribune.com/�


The impact of shale gas  
 
 
Dr Birol warned his audience that the “world revolution in unconventional gas sources” was already play-
ing a substantial role – by threatening to negatively impact future investment in global renewable en-
ergy projects. He informed the audience that the new shale gas boom in the United States had already 
led to a 50 percent fall in investment in renewable energy.  
 
The transformation of the US domestic gas industry, directly attributable to the impact from shale gas, 
had brought US global gas prices down, he said. “It’s cheaper than it was and the supply is more as-
sured. And it’s only half as polluting as coal.” Dr Birol predicted what this would mean. “There will be 
strong debates between energy and climate and finance ministries round the world,” he said, “about 
whether investment should continue to support renewables when the situation on gas has so radically 
changed.”  
 
He further pointed out that companies like Shell – which recently stated it would be producing more gas 
than oil by 2013 – saw no reason why they should not bid for the same carbon capture and storage sub-
sidies for gas-fired power stations as those currently on offer to renewables projects. Birol also said that 
gas prices could fall even further if purchasing countries chose to separate gas price rises from oil prices 
as in the U.S. While Dr Birol noted that “this debate hasn’t started in earnest in the UK” as yet “it surely 
will”. In fact, all the signs are it may be under way.  
 
Just last week two Lords peers expressed surprise that the government’s Revised Draft National Policy 
Statements, Britain’s national energy blueprint to 2050, didn’t even mention significant shale gas discov-
eries in the north of England. As Lord Reay pointed out, “There is the possibility that potentially abun-
dant supplies of unconventional gas will result in considerably lower gas prices.” Another peer, Lord Ken-
kin, echoed the concern wanting to know why, since shale’s potential contribution was known to the 
Government last November, the report omitted any mention.  
 
Last Autumn saw gas prices surge in Europe. Across the Atlantic, however, the shale gas glut responsi-
ble for flat-lining the US gas price meant that by the end of 2010 Americans were paying half as much 
for their heating fuel as their shivering British and northern European counterparts.  
 
At the “Prospects for Shale Gas in Britain” gas shale forum in Berlin in mid-January, Professor Mike Ste-
phenson, Head of Science (Energy) at the British Geological Survey, echoed his concern at the lack of 
interest of the British government in a potential domestic gas bonanza. Citing India, where they are al-
ready building huge power stations powered by gas, Stephenson said that he didn’t think the British 
government was “thinking enough about shale”. He went on to say, in typically British under-stated lan-
guage, that Tony Blair’s commitment for 15 percent of the country’s energy to come from renewable 
sources in a desperate bid to meet EU carbon cutting targets was proving “a bit of a bind”.  
It seems that Dr Birol is wrong then about one thing: shale gas has already shifted the CO2 debate off 
the back-burner in Britain.  
 

 

 

SOURCE: http://www.energytribune.com//articles.cfm/6390/Kiss-goodbye-to-Cancun-CO2-goals-says-IEA-chief-economist- 













  
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 
round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding earth 

science students at its annual  Honors Day meeting on April 7th, 2011.   
 

Since inception in 1980, the Society has honored 104 students with the Boland Award.   
If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail your 
check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

 
The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  

L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2010-2011 year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                           

MGS Honorary Members 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy*   
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                                 * deceased 

Jim Furrh 
Maurice Birdwell 

Maurice Meylan 

Julius Ridgway 
Jim Michael 
Stewart Welch 
Dave Cate 
Joe McDuff 

Chris Franks 

James Libiez 

Donnie Lambert 

Tony Stuart 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2009-2010 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student ($5/yr)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



The following are MGS members in good standing 

(O) - officer (H) - Honorary 

Ken Adams 

Les Aultman 

Bill Bagnall (O) 

Adam Barham 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes 

John Becker 

Maurice Birdwell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Lynn D. Boone 

Chris Bowen 

Benjamin Byerly 

Alvin W. Byrd 

J. C. Carlisle 

Kyle Carlton 

Dave Cate 

Matt Caton (O) 

Phil Cook 

Charles Coney 

Verne Culbertson (H) 

Paul Day 

Charlie Doubek 

Gary Dunlap 

Dave Easom 

Rick Ericksen 

Leisa Estes 

Jo Everett 

Jim Files (O) 

Chris Franks 

Jim Furrh 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Thomas Giosa 

Paul Gribas 

Joseph Grimball 

Erin Rae Gore 

David Hancock 

Danny Harrelson 

George S. Haymans 

Frank Heitmuller 

Dan Herlihy 

Robert Herr 

David Higgenbotham 

David Hilton 

Ralph Hines (H) 

Todd Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Dudley Hughes (H) 

Kevin Jeffreys 

Joe Johnson (O) 

Lars Johnson 

Fred Katzenmeyer 

Karl Kaufmann (O) 

Dean Kebert 

Stanley King (O) 
Donnie Lambert 
Dee Layman 
Cody Lenert 
James Libiez 
R. P. Major 
Will McBryde 
Ken McCarley 
Joseph McDuff 
Ken MaGee 
Thomas McMillan 
Bll Meaney 
Maurice Meylan 
Jim Michael 
Jack Moody 
James Mulligan III 
Lew Murray 
James Nix 
James Norris 
Josua R Nowell 
Thang Pham 
Jeanne S.F. Phelps 
William Potthoff 
Billy Powell 
Jim Rawls 
Armando Ricci, Jr. 
Julius Ridgway 
Bill Ridgway 
Ken Ruckstuhl 
Howard Samsel 
Darrell Schmitz 
Robert Schneeflock  
Mark Scott 
Thomas Seitz 
George Self 
Dave Senor 
Bren Sidereas 
John Silvernail 
Brian Sims (O) 
Kevin Skees 
George Smith 
Jimmy Sparks 
Harry Spooner (H) 
Michal Spooner 
Jim Stephens 
Lindsey Stewart 
Steve Walker  
Steve Walkinshaw (O) 
Fred Walsh 
Johnnie Wanger 
Jin Watkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edwin Sticker 

Tony Stuart 

John Sullivan 

Andy Sylte 

Tom Sylte 

Mike Taylor 

Stan Thieling 

Bob Thomas 

David Thompson 

Sid Thompson 

Janet Verret 

George Vockroth 

Steve Walker  

Steve Walkinshaw (O) 

Fred Walsh 

Johnnie Wanger 

Jim Watkins 

Vaughn Watkins, Jr. (H) 

Stewart W. Welch (H) 

Lance Wilson 

Bradley Winton 

Rob Weyman 

Joe R. White 

Charles Williams (H) 

Mark Wyatt 

Stephen Richard Yancey 

Jerry Zoble (H) 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2009 – May 2010 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact John Cox at (601) 978-1763 or john_cox@bellsouth.net 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 

Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   

Ridgeland, MS  39157    
Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 




	ROCKHAMMER CORNER:

	                       Attorneys at Law

	                     William F. Blair
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