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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Jim Files 

Hello fellow members! 

 
As we've moved into the new year, I think about this roller coaster busi-

ness of ours. I started in  1975, and I remember my wife Patti meeting new 

folks in Lafayette, LA.  As she told people her husband's career, they 

would respond "How wonderful!".  Then in the mid 80's in Jackson, on 

hearing her husband's career the response was something like "Oh you 

poor dear". She would ask me, "What does this mean?" In May 1980, I at-

tended a crawfish boil in Daphne, AL and remember two young "pup" 

landmen discussing how well they were doing income wise from their day 

rate.  One said to the other "I'm making so much  money now, that I plan 

on knocking off the second half of the year".  Reminds me of the fable 

about the grasshopper. I also distinctly remember a geologist in 1980, who 

will go unnamed, complaining to me as we walked down Capitol Street, 

that his new company car had no cruise control.  I was thinking, "What's 

wrong with this picture". Looking back, all I can say is, When this busi-

ness gets really good, keep looking over your shoulder!  

 

May you have a HAPPY and HEALTHY NEW YEAR 



MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

 September  13, 2012 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  4, 2012 Steve Walkinshaw 

The Lower Brown Dense Lime Trend 
  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  8, 2012 Morgan Brown 

Prestack Depth Migration for “Easy” Onshore Plays 
  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 1, 2012 Christmas Party and Dance 

  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 10, 2013 

      

Dr. Lesli Wood 

Tuscaloosa Depositional Systems 
  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 14, 2013 Kirk Barrell 

Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 
  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 14, 2013 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 11, 2013 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 9, 2013  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 4, 2012 

        September 6, 2012 

September 27, 2012 

        November 1, 2012 

        December 6, 2012 

        January 3, 2013 

        February 7, 2013 

        March 7, 2013 

        April 4, 2013 

        May 2, 2013 



JANUARY SPEAKER 

Dr. Lesli J. Wood 

Dr. Lesli J. Wood 

Senior Research Scientist 

Bureau of Economic Geology 

The University of Texas at Austin 



NEWS 

MDEQ 

The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) would like everyone to know 

they have started putting old Survey Bulletins online. These Bulletins are available through: 

 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us 

 

Below is a list of sample links you can copy/paste into your browser. 

 

 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/
Geology_Bulletin131ATLASOFSHALLOWMISSISSIPPISALTDOMES?
OpenDocument  
 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/
Geology_Bulletin129StreptoneuranGastropodsTheCoffee_SandCampanianNEMS?
OpenDocument  
 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/pdf/Geology_Bulletin125/$File/Bulletin%
20125.pdf?OpenElement  
 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin123?OpenDocument  
 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin100?OpenDocument  
 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin23PaleozoicRocks?
OpenDocument  
 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-
RocksAndFossilsFoundInMississippisGravelDeposits?OpenDocument  
 

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-
WindowsIntoMississippi%E2%80%99sGeologicalPast?OpenDocument  

http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin131ATLASOFSHALLOWMISSISSIPPISALTDOMES?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin131ATLASOFSHALLOWMISSISSIPPISALTDOMES?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin131ATLASOFSHALLOWMISSISSIPPISALTDOMES?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin129StreptoneuranGastropodsTheCoffee_SandCampanianNEMS?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin129StreptoneuranGastropodsTheCoffee_SandCampanianNEMS?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin129StreptoneuranGastropodsTheCoffee_SandCampanianNEMS?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/pdf/Geology_Bulletin125/$File/Bulletin%20125.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/pdf/Geology_Bulletin125/$File/Bulletin%20125.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin123?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin100?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin23PaleozoicRocks?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin23PaleozoicRocks?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-RocksAndFossilsFoundInMississippisGravelDeposits?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-RocksAndFossilsFoundInMississippisGravelDeposits?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-WindowsIntoMississippi%E2%80%99sGeologicalPast?OpenDocument
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-WindowsIntoMississippi%E2%80%99sGeologicalPast?OpenDocument


BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 

 

Faculty & Students, 

 

2013 is here and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 

Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most 

outstanding overall students for the 2012-2013 year. 

 

Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a 

check  that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geo-

sciences and their community. 

 

We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 

 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Matt Caton 

Editor 
 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS 

 

Maurice Birdwell 

 

Ken McCarley 

 

George Smith 

 

Maurice Meylan 

 

Terry Bryant 

 

Jim Michael 

 

Chris Franks 

 

Meade Hufford 

 

Dave Cate 

 

Jak Douglas 

MGS would like to thank the following individuals for their generous donations 

to the Boland Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to make a donation please see Bill Bagnall at the monthly 

meetings, or you can send your contribution to the following address:  

 

Mississippi Geological Society 

PO BOX 422 

Jackson, MS 39205-0422 



ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
Let’s Avoid Smothering the Shale-Gas Gas Boom 

Let's not smother the shale-gas boom. It is the crown jewel of the disappointing eco-

nomic recovery. 

Why tamper with success? Yet, there are those who argue that shale gas' benefits could 

be maximized if we restricted gas exports, mainly as liquefied natural gas (LNG). This 

would, it's argued, keep prices low for U.S. consumers and manufacturers, contributing 

powerfully to the revival of American industry. Sounds convincing. It isn't. 

Limiting LNG exports might initially cut prices, but the long-run consequences would 

be perverse. By depressing prices, we might kill the boom. Production would become 

less profitable or unprofitable, and new drilling would slow or stop. 

This is not just supply and demand. It's also history. From 1954 to the early-1990s, the 

federal government regulated prices for interstate natural gas. Prices were held artifi-

cially low. "Shortages" developed in the 1970s; drilling suffered. 

The shale-gas boom - the most important energy event in decades - is mostly a market 

phenomenon. The drilling techniques to extract gas from tight formations long consid-

ered uneconomic were first demonstrated by a small Texas company, Mitchell Energy. 

Other firms then perfected these techniques: "fracking" - injecting formations with 

highly-pressurized liquids - and "horizontal drilling." 

Government agencies are studying whether added environmental regulation of fracking 

and wastewater disposal is needed. So far, hazards seem manageable. Mainly, the boom 

should be left alone to build on its considerable gains. Since 2000, U.S. natural gas pro-

duction has risen by a quarter, with the increase coming mostly from shale gas. From 

2000 to 2012, its share of production zoomed from less than 2 percent to 34 percent. 

By 2040, the Energy Information Administration, the source of these figures, expects 

overall gas production to increase by nearly 40 percent. Shale gas' share would rise to 

about half. 

By one study, the gas boom has created nearly 500,000 jobs for producers and their 

suppliers. Surging output has reduced wellhead prices more than half from stratospheric 

2008 levels. In 2012, residential gas bills (which also cover transportation and distribu-

tion costs) are down 21 percent from 2008. Manufacturers consume about a third of 

U.S. natural gas as both a heating fuel and a petrochemical feedstock. Low prices are 

promoting investment by energy-intensive firms. Companies have announced at least 

100 new projects or expansions worth an estimated $90 billion, estimates Dow Chemi-

cal. 



ARTICLE Cont 

 
Greenhouse gas emissions have also been curbed because natural gas, when 

used as an alternative to coal to generate electricity, produces about half as 

much carbon dioxide. 

Finally, fracking and horizontal drilling have been applied to oil, spawning a 

parallel boom. In 2012, U.S. oil production is up 25 percent from 2008. That's 

about another 400,000 production and supplier jobs, estimates the consulting 

firm IHS. 

The complaint that LNG exports might unwisely drive up natural gas prices 

comes from politicians and gas consumers. Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., argues the 

Obama administration should ensure that "unfettered natural gas exports don't 

harm U.S. consumers and manufacturers." Dow Chemical says a "rush to export 

liquefied natural gas" could jeopardize the "tremendous competitive advantage 

for American industry" from low-price shale gas. 

In theory, LNG might divert large volumes of natural gas because the wellhead 

price of U.S. gas is, on an energy-equivalent basis, much cheaper than oil. But 

in practice, this isn't likely: LNG isn't easily substituted for oil and is costly. 

The expense of liquefying it to minus-260 degrees Fahrenheit and transporting 

it long distances in refrigerator tankers raises the price sharply. LNG projects 

are fabulously expensive. Sabine Pass in Louisiana, a project approved by the 

Department of Energy, will cost $11 billion and could provide customers in 

Britain, South Korea, India and Spain with gas equal to about 3 percent of pre-

sent U.S. supply. 

Exporting natural gas simply isn't as easy as exporting wheat. Unsurprisingly, 

LNG satisfied less than 10 percent of global gas demand in 2010. Nor are 

American producers guaranteed contracts. Other large suppliers (Qatar, Austral-

ia) might undercut U.S. prices. But the global LNG market could absorb some 

American shale-gas production. Why discourage this? A study commissioned 

by the Department of Energy suggests that the price impact would be modest. 

The truth is that the United States needs domestic and foreign buyers for its nat-

ural gas. Supply is outpacing demand, leading to a collapse in prices and drill-

ing activity. Gas rigs are down half from a year ago, reports the energy firm 

Baker Hughes. Prices can't be held at artificially low levels. Companies won't 

drill unless they can profitably sell what they find. 

A policy that discriminates against producers in favor of consumers by restrict-

ing foreign sales will hurt both. The gas boom will recede as an engine of 

growth. For years, Americans have complained about trade deficits. Now that 

we have something more to sell, we shouldn't turn away customers. 

Copyright 2012 Courier, The (Findlay, OH). Distributed by Newsbank, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  
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ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
We would like to add a dedicated section that includes 
more content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 

 



 

 

 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 

 



 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2012-2013 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



(O) - Officer (H) - Honorary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2012-2013 MGS MEMBERS  

 

 John Ables 

O Bill Bagnall 

O Neil Barnes 

 Maurice Birdwell 

 Robert Branson 

O Matt Caton 

 Sara Davis 

 Dave Easom 

O Jim Files 

O Todd Hines 

O Joe Johnson 

 James Landrem 

 Ken McCarley 

 Shawn Pool 

 Philip Reeves 

 Bob Schneeflock 

 Howard Samsel 

 Don Smith 

 George Smith 

 Jim Stephens 

 John Sullivan 

 Tom Sylte 

 Mike Taylor 

 Sid Thompson 

 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Johnny Holifield 

 

Joe White 

 

 

 *This list is updated on a monthly basis. 

 Ken Adams 

 Larry Baria 

 Randy Bissell 

 Terry Bryant 

 Alvin Byrd 

 Dave Cate 

 Phil Cook 

 Chris Franks 

 Bob Gaston 

 David Handcock 

 Bernard Holman 

 Joe McDuff 

 Phillip Meadows 

 Bob McElroy 

 Maurice Meylan 

 James Michael 

 Jack Moody 

 Charlie Morrison 

 Jim Nix 

 James Norris 

 Billy Powell 

 Thomas Seitz 

 George Self 

 Jimmy Sparks 

 Tony Stuart 

 Stan Thieling 

 Chris Bowen 

 Roger Chapman 

 Tom Giosa 

 Mitchell McMillan 

 Tom McMillan Jr. 

 Armando Ricci 

 Larry Baria 

 Michael Bograd 

 Lynn Boone 

 Alvin Byrd 

 J C Carlisle 

 Charles Doubek 

 Jak Douglas 

 Dave Easom 

 Rick Ericksen 

 Mary Giesler 

 Frank Heitmuller 

 I. Meade Hufford 

 Kevin Jefferys 

 Arthur Johnson 

 Jim Johnson 

 Lars Johnson 

 Barbara Kearney 

 Cody Lenert 

 Michael Lieser 

 Ken Magee 

 Ken McCarley 

 James Landrem 

 Thang Pham 

 William Potthoff 

 Gary Slade 

 Michael Spooner 

 Ed Stricker 

 Don Smith 

 Andrew Sylte 

 Erik Tangumonkem 

 Mike Taylor 

 Janet Verret 

 Steve Walker 

 Fred Walsh 

 Rob Weyman 

 Bradley Winton 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2012 – May 2013 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 

    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 

OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 

217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 

 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 
Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 

 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    

                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 

 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  

210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   
Ridgeland, MS  39157    

Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 

4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   
Jackson, MS  39211 

Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 

Bryant Miller 
1837 Peachtree Street 

Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 





  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  

1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  

1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  

1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  

1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  

1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  

1945-1946  J. B. Story  

1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  

1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  

1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  

1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  

1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  

1951-1952  George W. Field  

1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  

1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  

1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  

1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  

1956-1957       Ben Ploch  

1957-1958       Emil Monsour  

1958-1959  Charles Brown  

1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  

1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  

1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  

1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  

1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  

1964-1965  James F. Bollman  

1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  

1966-1967  Alan Jackson  

1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  

1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  

1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  

1970-1971  John Lancaster  

1971-1972  Larry Boland  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  

1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  

1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  

1976-1977  P. David Cate  

1977-1978  Sarah Childress  

1978-1979       Les Aultman  

1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  

1980-1981       Marshall Kern 

1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  

1982- 1983   James W. "Buddy" Twiner  

1983- 1984   Charles H. Williams  

1984- 1985   C. Kip Ferns  

1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  

1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  

1987-1988  Harry Spooner  

1988-1989  Stanley King  

1989-1990  Stan Galicki  

1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  

1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  

1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  

1993-1994  Brian Sims  

1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  

1995-1996  Lester Aultman  

1996-1997     Jack S. Moody  

1997-1998     George B. Vockroth 

1998-1999     Rick L. Ericksen 

1999-2000    Stanley King 

2000-2001    John C. Marble 

2001-2002    Andrew T. Sylte 

2002-2003    Aaron Lasker 

2003-2004    John G. Cox 

2004-2005    James E. Starnes  

2005-2006  Todd Hines 

2006-2007  Bob Schneeflock 

2007-2008  Tony Stuart 

2008-2009  Lisa Ivshin 

2009-2010  Joe Johnson 

2010-2011   Brian Sims 

2011-2012   Stanley King 

MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 

 


