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 September  10, 2015 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  8, 2015 Todd Keifer 
Energy & Power in MS  

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  12, 2015 Danny Harrelson 
Canals & River Cutoffs as a tactic during Vicksburg  

Campaign of American Civil War 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

December 2015 MAPL Christmas Party—CANCELLED 
  

   

 January 7, 2016 
      

Lawrence R. Baria 
Relatively Large Mid-Ramp, Highstand, Microbialite Patch and 
Fringing Reefs, A New Exploration Play for South Alabama 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 11, 2016 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 10, 2016 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 7, 2016 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 12, 2016  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2015-2016 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 8, 2015 

October 6, 2015 

        November 10, 2015 

        January 5, 2016 

        February 9, 2016 

        March 8, 2016 

        April 5, 2016 

        May 10, 2016 



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Jack Moody 

  Another Thanksgiving season has come and gone. The majority of us have a great deal to 
be thankful for as we look at the passing year, even if you take into account the falling 
prices of oil and gas. This downturn is yet another in an industry with a long history of 
enjoyable expansions and difficult contractions. Through thick and thin, ups and downs, 
there is and will be an American independent oil and gas industry in the USA. The players 
do change somewhat but there are an awful lot of these folks who know how to weather 
the vicissitudes of the upstream oil and gas industry. Places like Jackson, Shreveport, Ty-
ler, Bakersfield, Midland and many others have populations of experienced oil and gas 
professionals who will adjust to the new order and continue plying their trade. I’ve recent-
ly heard of a promoted drilling deal which sold rather quickly. The geology looked good 
and the economics were attractive at current prices.  We’ve all heard the saying “good 
deals always sell” and so it seems. The challenge for us is to come up with those “good 
deals” that fit the market. I also heard a friend relating the most recent drilling cost bid he 
received and it was significantly lower than in the past few years. The cost will eventually 
line up with product prices and the beat will go on. Another good friend was telling me 
about a well that he recently logged and it looked good, real good. Even in these currently 
tougher times the dream is still alive and working. Perhaps only in America, where private 
mineral ownership can collaborate with small oil and gas independents, can all of us con-
nected to the business chase the dream of that nice discovery and what it could mean to 
all involved. I hope all of you enjoy the hunt and have your share of success. We have a 
great deal to be thankful for and remember the old saying, when things get tough the 
tough get going. For the rest of our geologist members not in oil and gas, enjoy your ra-
ther steady environment. It may lack some of the oil and gas excitement of the good 
times, but oh these ups and downs can be trying.  My best wishes to all of you and your 
families. 

Jack Moody 



IMPERIAL BARREL AWARD 
Open Registration 

 

ATTENTION! 
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LIVING FOSSILS 
David T. Dockery III, Office of Geology 

 
 When most people think of a living fossil, they image a dinosaur being discovered in the jun-
gles of Africa, such as was portrayed in Sir Alfred Conan Doyle’s 1912 novel The Lost World, or 
such as the real discovery of the primitive hollow-spine fish called the coelacanth, a fish though ex-
tinct at the end of the Cretaceous Period some 70 million years ago (Figure 1) but found alive by 
fishermen in 1938 off the coast of South Africa (Figure 2).  
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 A recent living-fossil discovery was published in the April 2011 issue of Environmental News 
under the title “The Shell from Mars.”  The new shell find was a living species of the marine snail 
Sphaerocypraea and was named Sphaerocypraea incomparabilis.  Sphaerocypraea was thought to 
have been extinct since the end of the Miocene Epoch some 10 million years ago until the new species 
was dredged up by a Russian trawler at a depth of 100 meters in the Red Sea and obtained from a So-
malia fisherman.  The shell was sold to a shell dealer, bought by a collector, donated to the American 
Museum of Natural History in New York, stolen from the museum, sold to an Indonesian shell collec-
tor for $20,000, investigated by federal agents, and eventually recovered and returned to the American 
Museum of Natural History.  Both the coelacanth and Sphaerocypraea have something in common; 
they once had a worldwide distribution in shallow tropical ocean waters, but are now rare and isolated 
in deep-water tropical environments.  Thus, the living-fossil species have avoided detection until re-
cent times. 

 Now newly discovered living fos-
sils have emerged from deep tropical wa-
ter (at bathyal depths) of the Indo-Pacific 
realm from Taiwan to Madagascar and 
New Zealand that have a Mississippi con-
nection.  These new species belong to the 
Family Pyramimitridae, a family named 
by Cossmann in 1901 to include the fossil 
marine snail genus Pyramimitra Conrad, 
1965, of the U.S. Gulf Coast Eocene.  
This genus has weak columellar plications 
and superficially resembles members of 
the families Mitridae and Buccinoidea.  It 
contains only two species of certain place-
ment, Pyramimitra terebraeformis 
(Conrad, 1848) from the Gosport Sand of 
Alabama (Figure 3, B & C) and 
Pyramimitra quadralirata Dockery, 1977, 
from the Moodys Branch Formation of 
Jackson, Mississippi (Figure 3, D & E; 
Figure 4).  Because of fossil collecting 
trips to Mississippi by Luc Dolin of (at the 
time) St. Dennis, France, specimens of 
Pyramimitra quadralirata were available for study in Paris (Figure 4). 
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Other fossil genera in the Family 
Pyramimitridae include Endiatoma Cossmann, 1896, 
from the Eocene of the Paris Basin in France, 
Vaughanites Woodring, 1928, from the Miocene of 
Jamaica, and Hortia Lozouet, 1999, from the Eocene 
and Oligocene of France.  Teremitra is a new genus 
named by Kantor, Lozouet, Puillandre, and Bouchet 
(2014) for living members of the Pyramimitridae 
found in the Indo-Pacific realm and one possible fos-
sil example from the Upper Eocene of France 
(Figure 3, bottom left).  In all, Kantor et al. (2014) 
placed living members of this family from the Indo-
Pacific realm in three genera and nine species. 

 
 Pyramimitridae is a member of the gastro-
pods order Neogastroda, the most prolific order of 
gastropods since Cretaceous times, containing some 
12,000 species.  Bouchet and Rocroi (2005) placed 
some 102 nominal families of fossil neogastropods 
in the synonymy of 39 accepted Recent families.  
One of those families was the Pyramimitidae, which 
was placed in the synonymy of the Buccinidae 
(Ponder and Warén, 1988, and Bouchet and Rocroi, 
2005).  The Pyramimitridae would probably have 
remained lost in synonymy if not for several new 
species in the deep water off New Caledonia that re-
sembled the genus Hortia Lozouet, 1999, a genus 
that was originally attributed to the Conoidea.  The 
radulae (teeth) of the new species, along with their 
molecular biology, as published by Kantor, Lozouet, 
Puillandre, and Bouchet (2014), revealed that they 
were neither Conoidea nor any other recognized Re-
cent neogastropod family.  Based on the soft body 
anatomy of the Recent species, Pyramimitridae is 
now the 40th Neogastropod family.   
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Figure 5 is a cladogram (a Bayseian phylogenetic tree) obtained from molecular genetics, 
which places Pyramimitridae between the Superfamilies Cancellaroidea (containing the Can-
cellariidae at top) and Conoidea without a sister group. 
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BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 
Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most out-
standing overall students for the 2015-2016 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

I. Meade Hufford 
Alvin Byrd 

Maurice Birdwell 
Joe White 

Tom McMillan 
Chris Franks 

Geodigital Consulting, LLC 
Rick Ericksen 

Joseph & Melinda Boland 
William & Liz Boland 

Dave Cate 

Thank you for your generous  
contributions to the Boland Scholarship 

Fund 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 





 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes*                 Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate                                      Stanley King 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2015-2016 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



2015-2016 MGS MEMBERS  
 

This list is updated monthly. Please contact Bill 
Bagnall if you have questions. 

Ken Adams 

Bill Bagnall 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes 

Tiffany Berry 

Maurice Birdwell 

Alvin Bird 

Dawn Bissell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Chris Bowen 

Keith Bowman 

Robert Branson 

Terry Bryant 

J. C. Carlisle 

Dave Cate 

Ma  Caton 

Kayla Calhoun 

Charles Coney 

Phil Cook 

Robert Cra  

Jamie Crawford 

Andrew Cummings 

David Dockery 

Rick Ericksen 

Jo Evere  

Jim Files 

Edward Flynt 

Chris Franks 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Tom Giosa 

Danny Harrelson 

Jamie Harris 

Frank Heitmuller 

Dan Herlihy 

Robert Herr 

David Higgenbotham 

Paige Hilburn 

David Hilton 

Ralph Hines 

Todd Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Ed Hollingsworth 

I. Meade Hufford 

Kevin Jeffreys 

Lars Johnson 

Joe Johnson 

Fred Katzenmeyer 

Karl Kaufmann 

Emilie Kelly 

Stanley King 

Brenda Kirkland 

Cragin Knox 

James Landrem 

Jonathan Leard 

Cody Lenert 

Howard Lowery 

Joe Lo  

Joe McDuff 

Tom McMillan 

Drew Mills  

Jim Michael 

Jonney Mitchell 

Jack Moody 

Charlie Morrison 

Asa Mullenaxx 

Jess New 

James Nix 

James Norris 

Aleksandra Novak 

Charles Peel 

Jim Rawls 

Philip Reeves 

Armando Ricci 

Julius Ridgeway 

Darrel Schmitz 

Bob Schneeflock 

Thomas Seitz 

George Self 

Jacob Sharp 

Jeremi Simmons 

Chales Smith 

Harry Spooner 

Lindsay Stewart 

John Sullivan 

Andy Sylte 

Tom Sylte 

Mike Taylor 

Sid Thompson 

Stan Theiling 

Janet Verret 

Wa s Ueltschey 

Wayne Upchurch 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Vaughn Watkins 

Jeremy Weremelchik 

Robert Weyman 

Joe White 

Charlie Williams  

Mark Wya  

Jerry Zoble 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2015 – May 2016 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 





  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957          Ben Ploch  
1957-1958          Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  
  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979          Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981          Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983      James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984      Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985      C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997         Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998         George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999         Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000        Stanley King 
2000-2001        John C. Marble 
2001-2002        Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003        Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004        John G. Cox 
2004-2005        James E. Starnes  
2005-2006      Todd Hines 
2006-2007      Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008      Tony Stuart 
2008-2009      Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010      Joe Johnson 
2010-2011       Brian Sims 
2011-2012       Stanley King 
2012-2013      Jim Files 
2013-2014       Neil Barnes 
2014-2015       Ezat Heydari 
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