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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Ezat Heydari 

Greetings and Merry Christmas: 
 
A wonderful year is coming to an end and even a better one is just about to start. Christmas is a 
time for many things, a time for joy, visits with families, to end old hostilities, and form new friend-
ships. It is also a time of re-evaluation of our deeds and decisions. 
 
Let us begin 2015 by working toward improving our common goals including enhancing Geosci-
ence education in the State (formal and informal) and working toward safe guarding of State’s geo-
logical assets. Any improvements in these two will have an impact on oil and gas exploration and 
its economical implications.  
 
Something remarking occurred in our November Luncheon. Dr. David Dockery presented our 
members with two students from Hinds Community College where he teaches Earth Science as an 
adjunct faculty. Through David’s teaching these two students become interested in Geology and 
plan to pursue their education in this discipline. David is a huge asset to the State of Mississippi. 
His contribution to the geology of the State is unparalleled. His dedication to improving Geoscience 
is remarkable. With this act, David made a very clear point: there is a large segment of student 
population in State’s community colleges to connect with. 
 
The State of Mississippi has 17 community colleges. The Hinds Community College alone enrolls 
about 32,000 students which makes it the largest educational institution in the State. There are 
fourteen other community colleges including Holmes, Meridian, Copiah-Lincoln, Itawamba, and 
Pearl River, just name a few.  
 
In addition to David, Dr. Danny Harrellson also teaches Earth Science at the Vicksburg branch of 
Hinds Community College. Like David, Danny contributes tremendously to Geoscience education 
in our community colleges. If fact, Laura Matthews, currently a senior student in Earth System  
Science at Jackson State University, became interested in Earth Science through Dr. Harrellson’s 
teaching. Laura is among the best students I have come across in all of the academic institutions I 
have been in. I am certain a highly successful career awaits her in Geosciences. I am wondering 
how many other Laura Matthews are attending our community colleges but unlike Laura do not get 
exposed to Earth Science?  
 
I believe we are at the beginning of the path that Neil Barnes initiated for our Society last year. Let 
us start the New Year by exploring this path in anyways we can. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
 
Ezat 



 September  11, 2014 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  9, 2014 John Allen 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  13, 2014 Carl Fiduk 
Tectonics and Depositional Episodes of the GOM 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 5, 2014 MAPL Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Duling Hall - 7pm  

 January 8, 2015 
      

TBD 
 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 12, 2015 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 12, 2015 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 9, 2015 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 14, 2015  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2013-2014 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 4, 2014 

October 7, 2014 

        November 11, 2014 

        January 6, 2015 

        February 10, 2015 

        March 10, 2015 

        April 7, 2015 

        May 12, 2015 



MAPL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Hello MGS Members, 
 
Please come join us at Duling Hall for this year’s annual MAPL 
Christmas Party and Dance. There will be food, drink, door prizes 
and entertainment provided by The Patrick Harkins Band and  
Magician, Robert Day. 
 
Your official invitation is below and ticket order forms are on the 
next page. 
 
Cheers! 



MAPL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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GEOLOGIC MAPPING AND ENERGY RESOURCES 
 

David E. Thompson, RPG and David T. Dockery III, RPG, Office of Geology 
 
 The following article was first published in the November 2014 issue of MDEQ’s Environmental News, which also 
contained an article on the 2014 Governor’s Energy Summit. 
 

Ken Burns’ recent series on PBS, The Roosevelts, showed the accomplishments of the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA) in building roads, bridges, and airports across the country and even creating art projects for out-of-work artists. What is 
less well known is that in the late 1930s the WPA provided a federal fund of $106,193.00 to the Mississippi Geological Survey 
to do geological surveys of 10 counties.  To obtain this fund, the State Geological Survey, as sponsor, pledged to contribute 
$12,768 of that amount.  The State Legislature appropriated less than $4,000 to cover the state’s share; consequently, it was 
necessary for the counties to act as cosponsor and provide the balance of $9,000.  The counties responded, and the State Geo-
logical Survey’s pledge was paid in full.  Yazoo County was the second county in the survey.  Financial support for this work 
was provided by Yazoo County, Yazoo City, and the Chamber of Commerce under the leadership of Secretary K. S. Foster.  In 
February of 1939, State Geological Survey geologist Fred Mellen discovered an outcrop of the Moodys Branch Formation on 
Perry Creek in Yazoo County at an elevation 250 feet above its normal position.  Recognizing that this structure might have oil 
and gas potential, it was reported in a press release dated April 12, 1939.  Union Producing Company leased the area over the 
structure and completed the G. C. Woodruff No. 1 well, the first commercial oil well in Mississippi, just four and a half months 
after the press release.  Tinsley Field in Yazoo County would prove to be the largest oil field in Mississippi with a cumulative 
production of over 200 million barrels of oil and the potential for another 46 million barrels with tertiary recovery (carbon diox-
ide injection). 

 
 Tinsley Field was a huge return on Yazoo County’s financial investment in geology and set off an oil exploration 
boom that benefited the State as well.  Tinsley proved the value of geologic mapping in the discovery of new oil-bearing struc-
tures, something already known by major oil companies who had their own field-mapping geologists working in Mississippi.  
Cooperation between the State Geological Survey, the oil and gas exploration industry, the U.S. Geological Survey, and the 
Mississippi Geological Society resulted in the production of Mississippi’s first statewide geologic map at a scale of 1:500,000 in 
1945.  Currently, the U.S. Geological Survey contributes around $5.5 million per year in matching funds through the STATE-
MAP program to state geological surveys for geologic mapping.  Mississippi has received $1,752,468 in matching federal funds 
(from 1994-2014) for geologic mapping through STATEMAP grants. 
 
 Dudley Hughes in Oil in the Deep South (University Press of Mississippi, 1993) gave an account of Gulf Refining 
Company’s geologic mapping work in Mississippi in 1929 and 1930, some nine years before Mellen discovered Tinsley Field.  
Bud Norman was on one of Gulf’s two-man teams mapping the Yazoo Clay outcrop belt though southeastern Mississippi.  Ac-
cording to Hughes, “Bud’s team discovered a wide arc in the Yazoo Clay outcrop circling the town of Heidelberg.  This later 
proved to be the result of a large buried structure that formed the trap for the Heidelberg Field, to be discovered 14 years later.”  
Gulf checked with geophysical work to confirm the structure, but it was Bud’s surface mapping work that brought it to the com-
pany’s attention originally.  The “wide arc” in the Yazoo Clay outcrop discovered by Bud Norman’s mapping team can be seen 
in a new color version of DeVries’ 1963 Geologic Map of Jasper County Mississippi in Mississippi Geological Survey Bulletin 
95 entitled Jasper County Mineral Resources.  The map in Figure 1 adds to Hughes’ account; while Bud’s surface mapping may 
have focused on the Yazoo Clay outcrop belt, the actual arc that defined the Heidelberg structure was the outcrop belt of the 
overlying Forest Hill Formation depicted in yellow.  Figure 2 is a close up view of the map with an overlay of the Heidelberg 
East and West fields.  Interstate 59 crosses the midsection of both fields and splits the middle of the Yazoo Clay outcrop belt’s 
“wide arc.”  Figure 3 is an overlay of the Heidelberg fields, associated faults, and contours on the top of the uplifted Cretaceous 
section (Selma Chalk) underlying the “wide arc” (contour and fault overlay from Puckett, Bearden, Mancini and Panetta, 2000, 
Topical Report 3—Petroleum Plays and Underdeveloped Reservoirs in the Mississippi Interior Salt Basin). 
 
 Geologic mapping and the discovery of the Heidelberg East and West fields have resulted in the production of over 
140 million barrels of oil.  Denbury Resources has contracted with the Kemper County (Mississippi) Power Plant under con-
struction to purchase the plant’s “anthropogenic” carbon dioxide for use in tertiary oil recovery from Heidelberg and expects to 
produce another 44 million barrels of oil. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Environmental Scientist/Geologist 

 
We are EnSafe Inc., an employee-owned, global professional services firm. We strive to 
provide cutting-edge, creative solutions for our clients.  We are currently accepting appli-
cations for a staff level geologist, with an environmental focus to support several clients 
out of our Jackson, MS.   
 
Responsibilities include but are not limited to: performing site investigation activities, re-
medial system design and operation, subcontractor oversight; preparation of work plans; 
management of field health and safety, drilling, and scheduling; writing technical reports; 
and making technical recommendations for site assessment and remediation activities.  
Experience managing project schedules, staffing, and budgets is a plus, as is experience 
conducting Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs).  We require a minimum of a 
BS in Geology with two to five years of experience.  HAZWOPER training and certification 
is required.   
 
Our employees are outgoing, self-motivated, and thrive in a fast-paced consulting envi-
ronment.  Communication, written and verbal, is also critical to success.  Overnight and 
air travel will be required. 
 
We offer a competitive salary and benefits, an outstanding work environment, and the 
opportunity to work on some really cool projects.  For consideration, submit your cover 
letter, salary expectations, and resume to:  resume@ensafe.com 
 
Check us out on the web at:  www.ensafe.com 
EEO/AA 

mailto:resume@ensafe.com�


 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 



 
CURRENT PRICES 

 





BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 
Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most out-
standing overall students for the 2014-2015 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous 
donations to the Boland Scholarship Fund! 

 
Dave Cate 

 
George T. Smith 

 
Jack Douglas 

 
Chris Franks 

 
I. Meade Hufford 

 
Maurice Birdwell 



2014-2015 MGS MEMBERS  
 

* This list is updated on a monthy basis. 
Please contact Bill Bagnall if you have any questions. 

Ken Adams 

Bill Bagnall 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes 

Tiffany Berry 

Maurice Birdwell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Keith Bowman 

Robert Branson 

MaƩ Caton 

Mark Chapman 

Phil Cook 

Jamie Crawford 

Charles Doubek 

Jak Douglas 

David Dunton 

Dave Easom 

Jim Files 

Chris Franks 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Tom Giosa 

David Hancock 

Rovbert Herr   IV 

Ezat Heydari 

David Hilton 

Todd  Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Bernard Holman 

I. Meade Hufford 

Lisa Ivshin 

Ron Jinkins 

James Landrem 

Chris Johnson 

Lars Johnson 

Joe Johnson 

Karl Kaufmann 

Stanley King 

Cody Lenert 

Ken Magee 

Joe McDuff 

David Miller 

Jack Moody 

Charlie Morrison 

Lew Murray 

James Nix 

James Norris 

Jana Payne 

Philip Reeves 

Armando Ricci 

Mike W Taylor 

Bob Schneeflock 

Thomas Seitz 

George Self 

George Smith 

Charles Sternbach 

Jim Stevens 

Ed SƟcker 

Tony Stuart 

John Sullivan 

Andrew Sylte 

Stan Thieling 

Sid Thompson 

WaƩs Ueltschey 

Wayne Upchurch 

Janet Verret 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Joe White 

Mark WyaƩ 





 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2014-2015 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2013 – May 2014 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 







  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957          Ben Ploch  
1957-1958          Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  
  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979          Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981          Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983      James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984      Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985      C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997         Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998         George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999         Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000        Stanley King 
2000-2001        John C. Marble 
2001-2002        Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003        Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004        John G. Cox 
2004-2005        James E. Starnes  
2005-2006      Todd Hines 
2006-2007      Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008      Tony Stuart 
2008-2009      Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010      Joe Johnson 
2010-2011       Brian Sims 
2011-2012       Stanley King 
2012-2013      Jim Files 
2013-2014       Neil Barnes 
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