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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Cragin Knox 

At our last meeting on October 13th, our 2014 – 2015 MGS President, Dr. Ezat Heydari presented 
an update on his work with the international team manning the Mars rover.  He is always a  
riveting presenter, however I felt quite old listening to the various high-tech facets of the program.  
I remember with amazement watching the first moon landing by Apollo 11 on June 20, 1969  
(I am dating myself).  I remember the first X-ray diffraction unit that I got to work with in school.  
It occupied a couple of rooms, as I remember.  Ezat described an XRD on the Mars rover the size 
of a shoe box.  We have all seen the various changes in technology in our work, but having a 
presentation on the “bleeding edge” of technology is a real treat.  Thanks again to Ezat for his  
efforts and his presentation. 
 
Thanks to Neil Barnes for lining up a trio of speakers from the U. S. Geological Survey for our 
November 10th meeting.  Paul Hackley, Celest Lohr, and Javin Hatcherian will be visiting the 
Mississippi Office of Geology core library on the 8th and 9th, and have graciously agreed to  
present their research on the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to serve a President of the Mississippi Geological Society, and I am 
looking forward to seeing everyone on Thursday. 



 September  8, 2016 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  13, 2016 Deep Lakes in Early Mars—Ezat Heydari   River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  10, 2016 Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 
Paul Hackley et al. USGS 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 TBD MAPL Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  TBD 

 January 12, 2017 
      

TBD 
 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 9, 2017 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 9, 2017 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 13, 2017 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 11, 2017  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2016-2017 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 6, 2015 

October 11, 2015 

        November 8, 2015 

        January 10, 2016 

        February 7, 2016 

        March 7, 2016 

        April 11, 2016 

        May 9, 2016 



MGS NOVEMBER SPEAKER 
Paul Hackley et al. USGS 

U.S. Geological Survey  
Assessment of the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

 
 
Paul C. Hackley, Frank Dulong, Catherine B. Enomoto, Javin Hatcherian, Celeste Lohr, William 
Rouse, Brett J. Valentine 
 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is assessing undiscovered hydrocarbon resources in the Tusca-
loosa marine shale (TMS) of south Mississippi and adjacent areas of Louisiana. This three-year pro-
ject will estimate undiscovered resources via established USGS methodology using new data from 
analyses of organic petrology, geochemistry, and mineralogy of rock samples, oil chemistry, sediment 
provenance (detrital zircon U-Pb geochronology), biostratigraphy, fluid inclusion analyses, and sub-
surface mapping. Results to date suggest low organic carbon (avg. TOC ~0.75%) and dominance of 
gas-prone Type III kerogen, potentially inconsistent with a self-sourced model for TMS-produced 
oils. However, although the TMS displays poor present-day source rock properties, oil-source corre-
lation data suggest it is the best candidate for a local source rock and has apparently expelled oils to 
conventional reservoirs and retained oils for production by horizontal drilling and artificial stimula-
tion. The presentation will discuss this and other aspects of the USGS study, which is scheduled for 
completion in mid-2017. 



TUSCALOOSA MARINE SHALE 
USGS Questions? 

 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR RESPONSES TO THE LUNCHEON 
 
 
For operators of productive TMS wells specifically what zone they are producing from? 
 
How close to top of Lower Tuscaloosa are they placing the  
horizontals?   
 
Are they actually targeting a zone with resistivity greater than 5 ohms? 
 
What other parameters are important to successful completions, such as porosity,  
permeability, etc.? 
 
Is a relationship between fluids produced from TMS versus fluids  
produced from Lower Tuscaloosa? Do any operators have wells where oil is produced 
from TMS AND L. Tusc.? 
 
Where gas is produced from both TMS and L. Tusc.? 
 
Or is L. Tusc usually wet when TMS is productive? 
 
Are there any instances where TMS was completed and wet, and  
operator was able to recomplete in Upper Tuscaloosa successfully?  
Was oil or gas produced in this case? 
 
If the TMS is a poor oil-prone source rock (low TOC, Type III kerogen) then where is the 
oil coming from?  
 
Long distance lateral/updip migration? Another local source in the play area? 
 
How does the TMS correlate westward to the Eagle Ford and Austin Chalk? 
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GEOLOGY POST 
Mississippi State University 

Submitted by Patrick Jordan 
Mississippi State University 



 

GEOLOGY POST 
Mississippi State University 

Patrick Jordan is a MS Geology Student at Mississippi State University. He has  
presented this abstract and Poster at the AAPG Student Expo and also submitted 
for the 100th AAPG Celebration. Thanks Patrick! Great Job 
 
*Please email the editor for larger version. 
 
 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 





MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 



MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 



MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with 
the Boland Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to 
honor the most outstanding overall students for the 2016-2017 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institu-
tion a check  that rewards students for their hard work and dedication 
to the Geosciences and their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly 
meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 



2016-2017 BOLAND FUND DONATIONS 
 

Maurice Birdwell 
Joe White 

Kaci Myers & Family 
Bob Schneeflock 

Ruth Johnson 
Melissa Perry 
Katie Perry 

Katelin Thompson 
Jessica Wagner & Family 
Jena Giardina & Family 

Ty Wade 
Reagan Byrd 
J. D. Mallory 
Mai Truong 
Dave Cate 

Jacob Pngetti 

Thanks for your generous donations to the 2016-2017 Boland Fund 





 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes*                 Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate                                      Stanley King 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2016-2017 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2016 – May 2017 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



2015-2016 MGS MEMBERS  
 

This list is updated monthly. Please contact Bill 
Bagnall if you have questions. 

Bill Bagnall  

Robert Berry  

Maurice Birdwell 

Michael Bograd 

Keith Bowman 

Chris Bowen 

Jared Bullock 

Alvin Byrd 

Regar Byrd 

Dawn Bissell 

Mat Caton 

Krista Clark 

David Dockery 

Dave Easom 

Rick Ericksen 

Jo EvereƩ 

Jim Files 

David Handcock 

AusƟn Harris 

James Harris 

Robert Herr 

David Hilton 

Todd Hines 

I. Meade Hufford 

Kevin Jeffreys 

Joe Johnson 

Courtney Killian 

Cragin Knox 

Christopher Kyler 

Cody Lenert 

Howard Lowery 

Ken Magee 

Conner McCluer 

Joe McDuff 

Jack Moody 

Charlie Morrison 

Jess New 

James Nix 

James Norris 

Jacob Pongeƫ 

Jessica Reynolds 

Michael Rohrer 

Brooks Rosandich 

Bob Schneeflock 

Thomas Seitz 

George Self 

Jeremi Simmons 

Joe Stearns 

James Stephens 

Lindsey Stewart 

Ed Stricker 

Andy Sylte 

John Sullivan 

WaƩs Ueltschey 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Ricky Warren 

Joe White 

Maya Willis 

William Young 





  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957          Ben Ploch  
1957-1958          Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  
  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979          Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981          Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983      James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984      Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985      C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997         Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998         George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999         Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000        Stanley King 
2000-2001        John C. Marble 
2001-2002        Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003        Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004        John G. Cox 
2004-2005        James E. Starnes  
2005-2006      Todd Hines 
2006-2007      Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008      Tony Stuart 
2008-2009      Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010      Joe Johnson 
2010-2011       Brian Sims 
2011-2012       Stanley King 
2012-2013      Jim Files 
2013-2014       Neil Barnes 
2014-2015       Ezat Heydari 
2015-2016       Jack Moody 

MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
 


