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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Jim Files 

Hello fellow members!  
  
For me, the routine is always the same every morning.  I let Blue, my border collie out.   
What I have in mind and he has in mind differ greatly. 
He goes "hunting".  His favorite prey are birds.  
Lucky for them, they fly.  He starts with, if available, the Great Herons.  
Next he attacks the smaller, ducks and mocking birds, while neither cooperate. 
If desperate, he goes for a sparrow.  Each morning, I get to the office 
and also begin the "hunt", but this time for oil and gas.  We all in this business 
prefer the "Great Herons", but in the end are only too happy to capture the lone 
"sparrow". 
  

                 
 
I hope you are present for the meeting this week.  I look forward to being "re-schooled" 
in seismic reprocessing.  A lot of data comes to mind that I have seen that needs a 
redo. 
I look forward to seeing you on Thursday!  
 
Best Regards,   
 
Jim Files 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=border+collie&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1920&bih=1105&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=uh2npfH2-QAUTM:&imgrefurl=http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2008/03/animal-minds/virginia-morell-text/4&docid=kzlgFcQp9yDBJM&imgurl=http://s.ngm.com/2008/03/animal-minds/img/animal-minds-hdr.jpg&w=615&h=413&ei=c4eRUO3qFI_K9gSQ14GwCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&dur=2419&sig=113473878858568867890&page=1&tbnh=138&tbnw=196&start=0&ndsp=61&ved=1t:429,i:201&tx=192&ty=98&vpx=1603&vpy=326&hovh=184&hovw=274�


 September  13, 2012 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  4, 2012 Steve Walkinshaw 
The Lower Brown Dense Lime Trend 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  8, 2012 Morgan Brown 
Prestack Depth Migration for “Easy” Onshore Plays 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 TBD Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 10, 2013 
      

TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 14, 2013 Kirk Barrell 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 14, 2013 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 11, 2013 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 9, 2013  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 4, 2012 

        September 6, 2012 

September 27, 2012 

        November 1, 2012 

        December 6, 2012 

        January 3, 2013 

        February 7, 2013 

        March 7, 2013 

        April 4, 2013 

        May 2, 2013 



NOVEMBER SPEAKER 
Morgan Brown 

Prestack Depth Migration for "Easy" Onshore Plays? 
 
Abstract: 
 
Traditionally, prestack depth migration (PSDM) was considered an exotic 
technology, applicable only for imaging "complex" geology. Offshore subsalt 
imaging drives the use of the most advanced PSDM technologies, like Re-
verse-Time depth Migration (RTM), However, given the recent resurgence of 
onshore exploration, we ask: can PSDM make an impact on "easy" onshore 
plays? We present an unconventional oil shale (Niobrara) case study which 
convincingly illustrates three key reasons for (re)considering PSDM: 
 
1) Remove false time structures caused by lateral variations in velocity.  
2) Improve focusing of dipping beds and faults.  
3) Improve the accuracy of seismic attributes  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Morgan Brown is CEO of Wave Imaging Technology Inc., a 
specialty seismic processing company leading the onshore 
depth imaging trend.  Brown worked in Geophysical R&D  
positions for Hess and 3DGeo before joining WIT.  He holds a 
B.A. in applied math from Rice University and a Ph.D. in  
geophysics from Stanford University.  He has 15 years of  
experience in depth imaging. 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the 
Boland Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the 
most outstanding overall students for the 2012-2013 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a 
check  that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geo-
sciences and their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS 
 

Maurice Birdwell 
 
Ken McCarley 
 
George Smith 
 
Maurice Meylan 
 
Terry Bryant 
 
Jim Michael 
 
Chris Franks 
 
Meade Hufford 

MGS would like to thank the following individuals for their generous donations 
to the Boland Scholarship Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to make a donation please see Bill Bagnall at the monthly 
meetings, or you can send your contribution to the following address:  
 

Mississippi Geological Society 
PO BOX 422 

Jackson, MS 39205-0422 



ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

Why Not a “Lewis & Clark Project” for Energy? 

Many people would be surprised to know that regarding our "frontier" regions, 
those outside of the traditional oil and gas production areas of the Gulf of Mex-
ico, southern offshore California, and onshore continental US, we have pre-
cious little actual geological and seismic data to precisely estimate the extent 
of our resource base. 
Although, the U.S. Geological Survey, a scientific bureau within the United 
States Department of Interior, does a remarkable job assessing domestic en-
ergy resources, much of its analysis and assessment is based upon scant, dec-
ades old data that possesses a high degree of uncertainty. 
The complicated scheme of describing our estimated resource base combines 
statistical assessment, technological capability, and the economics of produc-
tion only to baffle the public and confuse government officials tasked to divine 
an energy strategy. 
If we are going to make sound decisions about our energy future, we sorely 
need credible, scientifically reliable data about the country's resource base. The 
data gathering should not only include oil & gas, but also coal, uranium, water, 
wind, and geothermal resources. 
That's why Governor Romney's proposal to conduct a comprehensive survey 
of America's energy reserves makes so much sense. It should be promoted as a 
"Lewis and Clark Project" to gather much needed technical information about 
what lies beneath our onshore and offshore property. 
In the closing days of the 18th century, Napoleon Bonaparte began maneuver-
ing to restore France's territories in North America. By late 1802, Spain trans-
ferred its territory west of the Mississippi along with the shipping rights 
through New Orleans back to France. American access to the port's ware-
houses became a critical commercial issue for the United States. 
In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson dispatched Secretary of State, James 
Madison, to join U.S. Minister to France, Robert Livingston, in negotiations to 
purchase New Orleans along with all or part of Florida. Their ultimate objec-
tive was to secure U.S. rights to access the Mississippi River and the port. 
They were authorized $10 million for the purchase. 
As conditions changed and war with the British appeared likely, Napoleon re-
considered France's place on the continent. When Madison arrived in France in 
April, 1803, the deal the French presented was for the sale of all of Louisiana – 
827,000 squares miles, twice the area of the U.S. Although taken aback, by 
April 30th, Madison and Livingston reached an agreement to purchase the 
Louisiana territory, including New Orleans, for $15 million — well in excess 
of the initial authorization.  



The official announcement of the Louisiana Purchase was made in Washington on 
July 4, 1803. The Senate ratified the treaty sale on October 20th and the U.S. took for-
mal possession of the territory in December, 1803. 
What is most fascinating, however, is the fact that in January, 1803, before he even 
knew how the French would react to Madison's misson, Jefferson was preparing for 
the future. In a confidential letter to Congress, dated January 18, 1803, Jefferson re-
quested an appropriation of funds for the exploration of the continent "for the purpose 
of extending the external commerce of the United States" and to "incidentally advance 
the geographical knowledge of our own continent." That letter secured $2,500 from 
Congress to cover the costs of the venture we now know as the, "Lewis & Clark Expe-
dition." 
Modern parallels can be drawn between the Lewis & Clark Expedition and our current 
need to survey our energy resources today. As in the early 1800's, we have a notional 
understanding of our frontier regions. We are in the early stages of assessing those re-
sources, especially regarding federal offshore properties. Development and production 
in most of these regions is many years, if not decades, away. However, paraphrasing 
Mr. Jefferson's letter to Congress, today we must "advance the geologic knowledge of 
our own continent." 
A "Lewis and Clark Project" managed by the USGS to evaluate our nation's energy 
resources is long overdue. If we are going to address our energy situation and craft a 
rational energy policy, we need to have reliable information about our options. This 
includes credible data about our energy resource base: oil, gas, coal, uranium, geother-
mal, water, and wind. Putting off this important survey program will not only delay 
our ability to access these resources when we need them, but also drive up the cost 
because the risks associated with investments made on highly uncertain assessments is 
greater than those made on high quality assessments. Likewise, revenues to the gov-
ernment generated from bids on federal production leases would likely be higher if 
bidders had better knowledge about what the lease may contain. 
The "Lewis and Clark Project" may also assist in determining where we should not 
proceed with energy development. For example, a National Marine Sanctuary System 
with 14 established sanctuaries exists today. Geologic and seismic data collection 
from "Lewis and Clark" could be coordinated in partnership with ongoing NOAA ac-
tivities surveying met ocean and benthic environments to identify highly sensitive ar-
eas or support protective zones to avoid or mitigate impacts from possible future de-
velopment activities. Understanding where and how to develop resources is as impor-
tant as knowing what lies below the surface. 
An initiative such as the "Lewis and Clark Project" should be something everyone can 
agree to support. This country faces tremendous challenges in deciding how to pursue 
energy development. A rational, well-conceived energy policy is long overdue. Add-
ing to our knowledge in order to guide sound policy decisions should be a bipartisan 
priority.  
John Hritcko, Jr., is a Houston-based engineer and natural gas industry executive. 
This column originally appeared on his blog, "Bridge to the Energy Future." 

ARTICLE Cont 
 

http://johnhritcko.com/�


 

 
CURRENT PRICES 

 







 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 
 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
We would like to add a dedicated section that includes 
more content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 
 

GEOLOGY POST 
 



 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2012-2013 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



(O) - Officer (H) - Honorary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2012-2013 MGS MEMBERS  
 

  John Ables 
O Bill Bagnall 
O Neil Barnes 
  Maurice Birdwell 
  Robert Branson 
O Matt Caton 
  Sara Davis 
  Dave Easom 
O Jim Files 
O Todd Hines 
O Joe Johnson 
  James Landrem 
  Ken McCarley 
  Shawn Pool 
  Philip Reeves 
  Bob Schneeflock 
  Howard Samsel 
  Don Smith 
  George Smith 
  Jim Stephens 
  John Sullivan 
  Tom Sylte 
  Mike Taylor 
  Sid Thompson 

 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Johnny Holifield 

 

Joe White 

 

 

  *This list is updated on a monthly basis. 

  Ken Adams 
  Larry Baria 
  Randy Bissell 
  Terry Bryant 
  Alvin Byrd 
  Dave Cate 
  Phil Cook 
  Chris Franks 
  Bob Gaston 
  David Handcock 
  Bernard Holman 
  Joe McDuff 
  Phillip Meadows 
  Bob McElroy 
  Maurice Meylan 
  James Michael 
  Jack Moody 
  Charlie Morrison 
  Jim Nix 
  James Norris 
  Billy Powell 
  Thomas Seitz 
  George Self 
  Jimmy Sparks 
  Tony Stuart 
  Stan Thieling 



 
 
 
 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 
 

September 2012 – May 2013 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 
 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 

Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 
                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   

Ridgeland, MS  39157    
Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 





  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957       Ben Ploch  
1957-1958       Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979       Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981       Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983   James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984   Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985   C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997     Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998     George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999     Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000    Stanley King 
2000-2001    John C. Marble 
2001-2002    Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003    Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004    John G. Cox 
2004-2005    James E. Starnes  
2005-2006  Todd Hines 
2006-2007  Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008  Tony Stuart 
2008-2009  Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010  Joe Johnson 
2010-2011   Brian Sims 
2011-2012   Stanley King 

MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
 


	                       Attorneys at Law
	                     William F. Blair
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