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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Neil Barnes 

Greetings! 
 
Fall weather has finally broken through!  While it is not a cool as it will be, it is a delightful relief!  I hope this change 
gets your juices flowing!   
Before getting to Society business, let me share some recent, sad news.  Many of us in the Jackson area know Ruth 
Johnson.  Ruth has served many of us over the years.  Ruth’s son, Dustin, was killed this past week in a gun-related 
accident.  Dustin was a geology major at Mississippi State University and was scheduled to graduate this December.  
Please remember the Johnson family in your prayers.  Ruth has asked that memorials be made to the Boland Scholar-
ship Fund with the plan being to create an “Average Joe” Scholarship.  This scholarship would be for those who don’t 
qualify for government aid/scholarships and don’t have high grades that would earn them academic scholarships.  It 
would be for students with good grades but not at the top of their class and whose family struggles to send them to 
college.  More about this will be forthcoming.  
 
It doesn’t seem right to move on to any other topic.   
 
But we must. ……. Continuing from last month’s president’s letter in which I laid out a challenge to all of us –the 
Society’s current trajectory doesn’t lead us to a robust future but that we are well equipped to navigate this transitional 
period so long as we are creative and all pitch in with ideas, lots of ideas – I would like to offer as a starting point my 
top 10 ideas.  But before I present them here are the Ground Rules: 1) no criticizing ideas – you won’t like all the ide-
as, some will really be stinkers, but no criticism allowed; 2) an idea doesn’t count if it’s not communicated – tell one 
of the officers or send me an e-mail; and 3) the more ideas the better – to be creative you have to stretch  – by focus-
ing on shear number of ideas each of us will be stretched to share some half-baked ideas.  The first 50 will be easy.  
But the gems may be in the last 50.  So let’s get after quantity! Here are my top 10: 
 

1. Develop MGS liaison with universities, non-petroleum geological communities, non-resident companies & 
governmental agencies 

2. Sponsor Imperial Barrel Award competition at universities in the state with Geology departments 
3. Update the Redbook 
4. Broaden member base by targeting non-petroleum and non-residents geologists 
5. Develop a vision for MGS’ future 
6. Modify luncheon format to provide for “shorts” – 10 minute “memos” about various activities 
7. Sponsor DataPages for Geology Departments in the state which want them 
8. Arrive at a reasonable  and articulate “value proposition” and develop an implementation plan 
9. Add content to the Bulletin – such as series on Mississippi Geology, personal experiences in the oil and ga 

business, etc. 
10. Develop new means to communicate with members 
11. Be a well-used technical resource for our state policy makers 
 

I know that’s eleven but I’m starting to expand the list already! We need everyone to share their ideas.  If you’re inter-
ested in participating in “digesting” the ideas to the workable few please let me know!  
On other fronts ….. 
I would like to introduce John Ryan to you.  John is a geologist with Eco-Systems, Inc. in Jackson.  I have known 
John for years from church.  I am delighted that he has agreed to serve the Society by representing the environmental 
geologists in the state.  I look forward to John’s insight and leadership.  I don’t know much about the environmental 
side of geology but geology is geology, isn’t it?  It should be quite informative. 
The GCAGS was in New Orleans this week. It was good to attend, see folks and listen to some familiar and thought 
provoking papers.  Dr. Brenda Kirkland, Chairman of the Department of Geology at Mississippi State University pre-
sented a paper she co-authored with a recently graduated, employed student.  While there I attended the GCAGS 
Board Meeting.  The GCAGS, like the MGS, sees the participation declining and is looking at what might be done to 
reverse this trend.  GCAGS sponsors scholarships and has a new, Gulf Coast focused journal.  Check out the website - 
http://www.gcags.org/…..Enough for now…  
 
As the Fall weather invigorates us, I hope that some of these thoughts will get your society juices flowing!  Happy 
Fall! 
 
Neil 
nbarnes@tellusoperating.com 
601-573-6852 



 September  12, 2013 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  10, 2013 Steve Craft 
Recent Activity: Smackover South Alabama 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  22, 2013 MSOGB   River Hills – 11:30am 

 TBD Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  TBD 

 January 9, 2014 
      

TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 13, 2014 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 13, 2014 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 10, 2014 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 8, 2014  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2013-2014 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 4, 2013 

        September 10, 2013 

October 8, 2013 

        November 20, 2013 

        TBD 

        January 7, 2014 

        February 11, 2014 

        March 11, 2014 

        April 8, 2014 

        May 6, 2014 





FALL BBQ 
2013 Sponsorship 

GOLD 

SILVER 

Spooner Companies 
Venture Oil & Gas, Inc 

Mosbacher Energy Company 
D&D Drilling & Exploration Inc 

Blair & Bondurant, P.A. 
Seismic Exchange, Inc 

Pruet Oil Company, LLC 
Tellus Operating, LLC 

Kelton Company, LLC 
Boone Exploration, Inc 
Palmer Petroleum, Inc 
Rick McClung (SLB) 

BRONZE 

Energy Drilling Company 
W.T. Drilling Company 

Marlin Exploration, LLC 
McDavid, Noblin & West PLLC 

Geo Seis Processing Inc 
Coastal Exploration, Inc 

Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC 

Thanks again to the following sponsors for their generous donations 
to the Fall BBQ 



NEWS 
Unconventionals to Make US Largest Producer 

The head of the Energy Information Administration (EIA), the data collection arm of the Energy Department, pro-
jects that the U.S. will become the largest producer of crude oil and natural gas in the world this year if it hasn’t 
done so already. 

"This is a remarkable turn of events,” said Adam Sieminski, the head of the Energy Information Administration. 
“This is a new era of thinking about market conditions, and opportunities created by these conditions, that you 
wouldn't in a million years have dreamed about not long ago." 

Saudi Arabia remains the world's largest producer of crude oil and related liquids. As of July, Saudi Arabia was 
producing 11.7 million barrels per day (bpd), according to the International Energy Agency. Russia was second, at 
10.8 million bpd, with the US third at 10.3 million bpd. 

While oil production in Russia has remained flat the past few years, U.S. oil production has grown and erased a 3 
million barrel per day difference. The amount of crude from the Bakken oil field in North Dakota, the Permian Ba-
sin in West Texas and the Eagle Ford shale formation in South Texas continues to rise rapidly. 

The Russian government predicts oil output will remain flat through 2016, while natural gas is up three percent. If 
Russia's oil and natural gas wells flowed at the same rates as they did in 2012, total US production would have sur-
passed them on a daily basis this summer, according to EIA. 

In 2012, the U.S. produced more natural gas than Russia for the first time since 1982. The rise in oil and gas pro-
duction in the U.S. has reduced imports and closed the huge trade deficit. Oil imports are down 32 percent and nat-
ural gas imports declined 15 percent. Russia's natural gas exports have declined because of economic conditions in 
Europe and increased competition. 

Increased competition in global crude oil markets have hurt Russia’s oil exports, too. Russian energy analysts be-
lieve that the increase in U.S. oil and gas production will not last very long. They believe the increased production 
from shale will run into trouble. The head of OPEC also cast doubt on increased U.S. production recently. 

Everyone in the oil and gas industry in the U.S. knows that shale drilling and production is very expensive. If ex-
ploration and production cannot be profitable, activity will decline. The industry has witnessed the decline in natu-
ral gas activity because natural gas prices have fallen and costs have not followed suit. 

Just as important as price is action taken by government regulators that could drive up costs dramatically or prohib-
it drilling activity altogether. 

Alex Mills 



GEOLOGY POST 
Smackover 

Please contact Ezat Heydari or Matt Caton for a copy 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I would like to add more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 





 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
Ernest Russell 



 
CURRENT PRICES 

 



ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
Can Fracking Save the US Economy? 

 

America’s government may be closed, but its energy sector is open for business. We are overtaking 
Russia as the world’s largest oil and gas producer. 

Other countries with large reserves of natural resources have governments that are functional, yet 
their institutions and technology limit their production. Russia’s Kremlin is open, Saudi Arabia’s 
King Abdullah reigns supreme, and Chinese president Hu Jintao has his country firmly under con-
trol. 

But America is producing more oil because private sector brains trump government bureaucracy — 
and much of America’s oil is on private lands. 

Despite delays over permits, the oil and gas industry has been able to outperform its foreign coun-
terparts. 

The new oil and gas are being produced through a technique known as hydraulic fracturing, where 
water and chemicals are injected at high pressure into shale rock. Usually, this method is combined 
with horizontal drilling, in which the drill turns off the vertical to extend horizontally through the 
rock formation, allowing more of it to be tapped. Today, many states are bustling with this 
“unconventional drilling.” 

That American oil and gas production are booming is no thanks to Uncle Sam. 

Oil and gas production on U.S. federal lands declined during fiscal year 2012, the latest year availa-
ble, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Only 17.1 quadrillion British ther-
mal units were produced in 2012, down 4% from 2011, and the lowest level in 10 years. 

In fiscal year 2012, 4.3 trillion cubic feet of natural gas came from federal lands, almost a third less 
than in 2008, according to the EIA. 

According to data collected by the Institute for Energy Research, federal drilling permits have be-
come more difficult to acquire. Between fiscal years 2006 to 2008 and 2009 to 2011, the number of 
permits approved fell from 20,479 to 12,821. Moreover, between 2005 and 2011, the time it took to 
acquire such a permit rose from 154 days to 307 days. 

To get a better idea of how the federal government is slowing down the process, an August study 
by the U.S. Government Accountability Office found that applications to the Bureau of Land Man-
agement for drilling permits declined by 50% between 2007 and 2012. Plus, the Bureau said in an 
internal memorandum that it has not been able to process applications within a month, as is re-
quired to do by law. 

Fortunately, state governments are faster. It takes 10 days in North Dakota to acquire a permit to 
drill on state lands and 14 in Ohio. The shale boom is happening on private lands at the same time 
as production is declining on federal properties. 

In North Dakota, where production is thriving in the Bakken region, only one well has been drilled 
on federal property. The reason that North Dakota can produce so much oil and gas is that the shale 
formations are on private property, so permitting is far simpler. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303492504579111360245276476.html?mod=mktw�
http://www.gao.gov/assets/660/657176.pdf�


ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
Can Fracking Save the US Economy? 

 

Lynn Helms, Director of North Dakota’s Department of Mineral Resources, predicted on Septem-
ber 26th that the State’s daily oil production would double by 2017 — to 1.6 million barrels. North 
Dakota produces 874,460 barrels of oil and over 800 million cubic feet of natural gas daily. 

Per capita real GDP grew by 11% in North Dakota between 2011 and 2012, the highest in the na-
tion. The state’s unemployment rate is now 3%, the lowest in the nation. 

At Eagle Ford, in Texas, oil production is forecast to reach 1 million barrels a day in 2014, peak-
ing at 1.8 million barrels a day in 2022. No need for government help in Eagle Ford. 

Texas is also home to the Permian basin, another private sector triumph, which is producing 1.4 
million barrels a day, and is forecast to reach 2 million barrels a day in five years. 

Pennsylvania, home to the Marcellus Shale, has allowed companies to extract its natural gas. 
Pennsylvania counties with hydrofractured gas wells have performed better in terms of income 
growth and employment than those which have no wells. The more wells a county contains, the 
better it performed. My study is available here. 

Between 2007 and 2011, per capita income rose by 19% in Pennsylvania counties with more than 
200 wells, by 14% in counties with between 20 and 200 wells, and by 12% in counties with fewer 
than 20 wells. In counties without any hydrofracking wells, income went up only by 8%. It is im-
portant to note, too, that counties with the lowest per-capita incomes experienced the most rapid 
growth. 

Cheap energy is attracting more manufacturing back to America. Shell is considering building a 
multibillion dollar petrochemical plant in Pennsylvania. 

Since 2009, the German chemical company BASF has invested more than $5.7 billion into North 
America, including a formic acid plant under construction in Louisiana. BASF officials say that 
energy prices in America are lower than in Europe, where fracking is discouraged. 

Other European countries planning to invest in America due to low energy prices include Austrian 
steelmaker Voestalpine (an iron-ore processing plant in Texas), South Africa-bases Sasol (a natu-
ral gas to diesel conversion plant in Louisiana) and France’s Vallourec (steel production in Ohio). 

Foreigners are no doubt laughing at America’s dysfunctional government. But our private energy 
sector is unparalleled, and is the key to future economic growth. 

Market Watch 

http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/gpr_01.htm�


BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 
Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most out-
standing overall students for the 2013-2014 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 





 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2013-2014 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



(O) - Officer (H) - Honorary 

2013-2014 MGS MEMBERS  
 

O Bill Bagnall 

O Neil Barnes 

  Maurice Birdwell 

  Randy Bissell 

  Lynn Boone 

  Robert Branson 

  J C Carlisle 

O Ma  Caton 

  David Dunton 

  Dave Easom 

  William A Gaskin 

  Robert  Gaston 

  Keith Gourgues 

  David Handcock 

O Ezat Heydari 

  David Higginbotham 

O Todd Hines 

  Lars Johnson 

O Joe Johnson 

  Fred Katzenmeyer 

  Stanley King 

  James Norris 

  George Self 

  George T. Smith 

  Michal Spooner 

  Jim Stephens 

  John Sullivan 

  Mike Taylor 

  Steve Walkinshaw 

  Jim White 

  Mark Wya  

*This list is updated on a monthly basis 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2013 – May 2014 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   

Ridgeland, MS  39157    
Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 

Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 



  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957          Ben Ploch  
1957-1958          Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  
  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979          Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981          Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983      James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984      Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985      C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997         Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998         George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999         Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000        Stanley King 
2000-2001        John C. Marble 
2001-2002        Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003        Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004        John G. Cox 
2004-2005        James E. Starnes  
2005-2006      Todd Hines 
2006-2007      Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008      Tony Stuart 
2008-2009      Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010      Joe Johnson 
2010-2011       Brian Sims 
2011-2012       Stanley King 
2012-2013      Jim Files 

MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
 


	                       Attorneys at Law
	                     William F. Blair

