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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Jim Files 

Hello fellow members!  
  
I was visiting with our fellow society member, Tony Stewart the other day 
about switching from PetraSeis software to Kingdom’s SMT.  We were com-
plaining about having to learn something new and asking, “when, oh when, 
will we ever have to stop learning?”  Answer….never!  We are forced to 
“stay forever young” by keeping up with changes in software, hardware, 
conventional or unconventional exploration, and the list goes on.  
    
Most summers we typically hire a geology student from Millsaps College.  I 
usually explain to them how we used to do all this mapping with a pencil 
and paper.  It turns out that at least one of their professors,  Stan Galicki, 
requires them to use pencil and paper, the old school way, for their early 
projects. Not a bad way to start out.  I remind the students of this:  Change 
is inevitable, you might as well embrace it! 
 
I look forward to seeing all your smiling faces on October 4th at River Hills to 
hear our very own Steve Walkinshaw.  Until then, keep pushing your mouse 
(or pencil). 
 
 
Best Regards,   
 
Jim Files 



 September  13, 2012 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  4, 2012 Steve Walkinshaw 
The Lower Brown Dense Lime Trend 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  8, 2012 Morgan Brown 
Prestack Depth Migration for “Easy” Onshore Plays 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 TBD Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 10, 2013 
      

TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 14, 2013 Kirk Barrell 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 14, 2013 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 11, 2013 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 9, 2013  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 4, 2012 

        September 6, 2012 

September 27, 2012 

        November 1, 2012 

        December 6, 2012 

        January 3, 2013 

        February 7, 2013 

        March 7, 2013 

        April 4, 2013 

        May 2, 2013 



OCTOBER SPEAKER 
Steve Walkinshaw 

“The Lower Smackover Brown Dense Lime Trend: A View From 30,000 Feet” 
 
Interest in the Brown Dense Lime Trend is increasing as several operators attempt to establish its viability as 
an unconventional oil resource play.  Currently, most of the industry attention has been focused on the South‐
west Arkansas / North Louisiana area, where drilling activity has been quite active in the past 12‐18 
months.  However, trend leasing has also intensified elsewhere, and the focus is about to shift or evolve east‐
ward to include West‐Central Mississippi as well as other adjacent areas.   The Brown Dense Lime is the most 
prolific source rock in the U.S. Gulf Coast, and has already produced large volumes of oil, gas and condensate 
from in‐situ porous reservoirs encountered in many areas, especially Southeast Mississippi and South Ala‐
bama.  From a “conventional” standpoint, there are many different types of porosity that can develop within 
the heterogeneous Brown Dense Lime, and operators exploring the Trend should also take into account the 
possibility of encountering minor amounts of H2S within the oil and condensate windows, but not be discour‐
aged from developing potentially prolific, porous reservoirs.  It is important to understand the profound im‐
pact of the ancestral Mississippi River upon the enrichment of organic content, the development of sandstone 
porosity (“storage”), and the distribution of H2S within the Brown Dense Lime.   

Steve Walkinshaw, President, Vision Exploration LLC 
 
Steve Walkinshaw  is a graduate of Millsaps College and the President of Vision Exploration 
LLC, based in Madison, Mississippi.  He began his full‐time career in the oil business in 1981, 
serving as District Geologist for Hughes Eastern Corp. for nine years.  In 1989 Steve founded 
and managed Cougar Exploration, a successful business unit of Paramount Petroleum, until 
it was acquired by Nuevo Energy in 1992.  He remained employed by Nuevo until 1996, after 
which he was  invited by Dudley Hughes to return as Exploration Manager of Hughes‐Rawls 
International (HRI), and was later promoted to Executive Vice‐President.  In 2000, Steve left 

HRI and founded Vision Exploration, which over the course of twelve years has become one of the most ac‐
tive independents in the state.   He has many oil and gas discoveries and successful field redevelopment pro‐
jects to his credit, primarily in South Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. 
 
Steve is a Registered Professional Geologist in Mississippi; a 28‐year member of AAPG, a DPA Certified Petro‐
leum Geologist, and a member of AIPG.  In addition to his past service as Secretary, Treasurer and President, 
he has served as Webmaster for the Mississippi Geological Society (having built and maintained the Society's 
website) since 2002.  Steve is also a long‐standing member of the State Mapping Advisory Committee (SMAC) 
of Mississippi, which serves to annually review, discuss and approve the ongoing surface mapping efforts of 
the Mississippi DEQ Office of Geology. 
 
In 2002, Steve was honored by NOGS as the recipient of the Society's Best Paper Award for 2001. Steve's 
presentation was entitled "Magma, Salt and the Chicxulub Impact: Intriguing Implications for the End of the 
Cretaceous in the Mississippi Embayment".  This past May, he debuteda condensed version of this Brown 
Dense Lime presentation during the Emerging Trends Panel Session at Hart Energy's Third Annual DUO 
(Developing Unconventional Oil) Conference, held in Denver, Colorado.  





BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the 
Boland Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the 
most outstanding overall students for the 2012-2013 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a 
check  that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geo-
sciences and their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS 
 

Maurice Birdwell 
 
Ken McCarley 
 
George Smith 
 
Maurice Meylan 
 
Terry Bryant 
 
Jim Michael 
 
Chris Franks 

MGS would like to thank the following individuals for their generous donations 
to the Boland Scholarship Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to make a donation please see Bill Bagnall at the monthly 
meetings, or you can send your contribution to the following address:  
 

Mississippi Geological Society 
PO BOX 422 

Jackson, MS 39205-0422 



ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
The Price of Oil, Speculation and the Election 

If the oil market were functioning in an unfettered way, reflecting the true dynamics of sup-
ply and demand, there would be no reason for prices to be this high. To quote Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (D. Vt.) "The price of oil, while declining somewhat in recent weeks, was over $95 a 
barrel today. That's about $30 higher than two years ago. The theory behind the setting of oil 
prices is that its price is determined by the fundamentals of supply and demand. The fact of 
the matter is that there is more supply and less demand today than there was two years ago 
when gasoline prices averaged $2.44 a gallon" ('Stop oil Speculation Now' Huffington Post 
6/15/11). 
 
Perhaps even more succinctly and altogether applicable today were those words of truth ut-
tered by the late Leon Hess, founder and Chairman of Hess Oil, and indisputably one of the 
Grandees of oildom, before the Senate Committee on Government affairs on Nov. 1, 1990 (I 
repeat, 1990): "I'm an old man, but I'd bet my life that if the Merc (the New York Mercantile 
Exchange) was not in operation there would be ample oil at reasonable prices all over the 
world." 
 
The issue has only accelerated as highlighted in Senator Sanders commentary: "Ten years 
ago, speculators only controlled 30 percent of the oil futures market. Today Wall Street 
speculators control more than 80% of the market." 
 
In effect oil is no longer priced, as it was in my trading days, on the basis of a "wet barrel." 
Those trading the market at the time were either the producers, or consumers or physical 
traders who took actual title to the oil and chartered vessels to deliver the oil to consumers 
around the world. Today oil is no longer priced as a wet barrel but rather as a financial in-
strument having little bearing on the underlying dynamics of supply and demand, being 
traded by myriad speculators most whom never have produced a barrel of oil, nor taken de-
livery, nor consumed a barrel of oil and in many cases have never seen a real oil well, or vis-
ited a refinery. Yet in large measure, their actions determine what we pay for a gallon of 
gasoline by buying and selling not "wet" barrels of oil, but financial instruments that well 
could be labeled "paper barrels." 
 
In a report issued earlier this year by the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank commenting "… 
unprecedented growth in commodity index trading coincided with a boom in commodity 
prices; some have extended that observation into a conclusion that speculation by financial 
traders- and not supply and demand- drove the recent boom in commodity prices. This kind 
of argument is perhaps strongest in oil market, where large investment banks. Hedge funds 
and other investment funds have invested billions of dollars in oil futures over the past dec-
ade." The study wisely admonishes "Disentangling the true drivers of oil prices is a critical 
first step for allocating resources and designing good policy."  



 

ARTICLE Cont 
 

April 2011, in a bright and hopeful moment responding to the pernicious influence of oil fu-
tures trading on oil prices, the Obama administration amid fanfare announced the formation 
of the "Oil/Gas Pricing Fraud Panel." It was meant to be a call to investigate whether oil 
prices were a true reflection of market forces or whether they had been impacted by specula-
tion or worse, manipulation. Regretfully and perhaps better said, irresponsibly, now more 
than a year and a half after its formation, nothing, nada has been heard from this august 
body. 
 
Couple this with the ongoing dereliction of Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
(CFTC) and the administration policies policing and countering the malign impact of oil 
commodity trading on the futures exchanges has been both irresponsible and non-existent. 
 
Consider that on July 27, 2009 the Wall Street Journal published the article, "Traders 
Blamed For Oil Spike" reporting that "The Commodity Futures Trading Commission plans 
to issue a report next month suggesting that speculators played a significant role in driving 
wild price swings in oil prices- a reversal of an earlier CFTC position. Well, now three years 
later we are still waiting for the report. 
 
But the CFTC's ineffectuality goes further. According to the Wall Street reform act, Dodd-
Frank, required the CFTC to impose strict limits on the amount of energy futures that could 
be traded by speculators by January 17, 2012. We are now nearing the end of September 
and the CFTC still has not imposed any limits whatsoever, clearly in contravention to the 
stated law of the land. To quote Senator Sanders musings this June past: "Last month, six 
senators and I held a meeting in my office with Gary Gensler, Chairman of the CFTC. Un-
fortunately I was very disappointed in both the tone of the meeting and the complete lack of 
urgency at the CFTC with respect to cracking down on oil speculators as required by law." 
 
The issue of speculation, and possible manipulation of oil prices, other than lip service, is 
clearly not being addressed by this administration. It is an issue that touches virtually every 
American consumer where it hurts most directly, in paying for his day-to-day needs of gaso-
line, heating oil and on. It needs be high on the agenda of national discourse as another four 
years of neglect on this issue could be disastrous! 
 
Couple this with CFTC inaction it becomes a broad condemnation of the Administration's 
inattention to an issue that impacts the pocketbooks of virtually every American. 
 
By Raymond J. Learsy  



 

 
CURRENT PRICES 

 









 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 
 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
We would like to add a dedicated section that includes 
more content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 
 

GEOLOGY POST 
 



 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2012-2013 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



(O) - Officer (H) - Honorary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2012-2013 MGS MEMBERS  
 

  John Ables 
O Bill Bagnall 
O Neil Barnes 
  Maurice Birdwell 
  Robert Branson 
O Matt Caton 
  Sara Davis 
  Dave Easom 
O Jim Files 
O Todd Hines 
O Joe Johnson 
  James Landrem 
  Ken McCarley 
  Shawn Pool 
  Philip Reeves 
  Bob Schneeflock 
  Howard Samsel 
  Don Smith 
  George Smith 
  Jim Stephens 
  John Sullivan 
  Tom Sylte 
  Mike Taylor 
  Sid Thompson 

 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Johnny Holifield 

 

Joe White 

 

 

  *This list is updated on a monthly basis. 

  Ken Adams 
O Larry Baria 
O Randy Bissell 
  Terry Bryant 
  Alvin Byrd 
  Dave Cate 
  Phil Cook 
  Chris Franks 
  Bob Gaston 
  David Handcock 
  Bernard Holman 
  Joe McDuff 
  Phillip Meadows 
  Bob McElroy 
  Maurice Meylan 
  James Michael 
  Jack Moody 
  Charlie Morrison 
  Jim Nix 
  James Norris 
  Billy Powell 
  Thomas Seitz 
  George Self 
  Jimmy Sparks 
  Tony Stuart 
  Stan Thieling 



 
 
 
 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 
 

September 2012 – May 2013 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 
 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 

Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 
                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   

Ridgeland, MS  39157    
Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 





  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957       Ben Ploch  
1957-1958       Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979       Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981       Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983   James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984   Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985   C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997     Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998     George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999     Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000    Stanley King 
2000-2001    John C. Marble 
2001-2002    Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003    Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004    John G. Cox 
2004-2005    James E. Starnes  
2005-2006  Todd Hines 
2006-2007  Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008  Tony Stuart 
2008-2009  Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010  Joe Johnson 
2010-2011   Brian Sims 
2011-2012   Stanley King 

MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
 


	                       Attorneys at Law
	                     William F. Blair
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