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Davi d Hanco

Well, another MGS calendar year has rolled ar
Corpus Christi, Houston and Beaumont region.
members | ive in the affected areas nd many of
Our thoughts and prayers go out to aII t hose
Your officers have met and are in the process
i nteresting topics and speaker suggestions we'tl
tal ks. I n the meantime, if anyone has any spe:
A big shout out to fellow member Steve Wal ki n:
mi nutes, bulletins and photo al bums for the el
Mi ssissippi Geological Society. | especially
brought back a | ot of memori es.

Finally, I want to encour 8®)e ac¢adiheofraxdhu tCd udi
September 14. I wi || be on a trip that we put

the festivities Make a special effort to be |
been sparse of | ate. I n order to have a vibrai
Most of our

member ship |l oss has been due to the fact that

it has been in years past That we cannot cont
however have other geological disciplines that
Toward that end we will try to have some intel
di sciplines. |l woul d al so encourage each of vy«
continue their membership, bu do not attend
make me st ar tAnnyawmaiyn g Indd nhe sg.et off my soap box

prosperous year ahead.

David Hancock
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FALL BBQ

Jackson Yacht

Come join the Mississippi
Geological Society to kick off
2017 -2018 at our annual
Fall BBQ!!!!!!
Thursday September 14th
Jackson Yacht Club
5:30 Start
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MISSISSIPP| GEOLOGICAL
A Bri ef Hi st o

The Mississippi Geological Society was founded on November 28, 1939 by 38 of the 57 petroleum geol-
ogists then employed in Jackson, Mississippi. The state had just emerged as a significant oil and gas
province following the discovery of large (200+ MMBO) oil reserves in Tinsley Field earlier in the year.
The Society was organized with the stated purpose of "the stimulation of interest in geology and relat-
ed sciences..., the encouragement of scientific research among members..., and the discussion and
dissemination of geological information”.

From its inception, the Society has pursued the attainment of its goals and stated purpose through the
continued sponsorship of field trips, technical presentations, publications, and involvement in commu-
nity affairs.

Throughout the years, the Society has sponsored twenty field trips, each with an accompanying guide-
book. Copies of several of the more popular field trip guidebooks are available via the Society's Publica-
tions department. Some of the more recent field trips have been undertaken in conjunction with a
seminar covering the subject of the trip.

In April 1941, the Society became affiliated with the American Association Of Petroleum Geologists

(AAPG). Ten years later (1951), the Society joined the Gulf Coast Association Of Geological Societies
(GCAGS). MGS hosted the AAPG sectional conventions in 1946 and 1949, and GCAGS/GSEPM con-
ventions in 1955, 1960, 1968, 1975, 1983, and 1992.

Involvement in research and technical projects has always been a hallmark of the Society. In 1945,
MGS was instrumental in the oversight and assembly of data for the new and revised Geological Map of
Mississippi. Similarly, the Society also established the MGS Library in 1945 in order to assist geologists
and students in the pursuit of their research. The Student Award Program was instituted by the Society
in 1947 to recognize outstanding geologic papers originated by students majoring in geologic disci-
plines at the state's colleges and universities.

In 1954, the Society embarked upon the first of many financial assistance programs with the establish-
ment of its Student Loan Program, which was designed to provide support to selected college students
majoring in geology throughout the state. This was followed in 1955 with the Society's awarding of
scholarships to deserving high school winners in the Science Fair that was sponsored by the Mississippi
Academy Of Science. More recently, the Lawrence Boland Memorial Scholarship Fund, established by
the Society in 1980, has celebrated over twenty years of annual scholarship awards to one student
from each of the four colleges and universities in the state that support a significant geology curricu-
lum. Finally, the MGS Student Award Program and the MGS Student Assistance Program continue to
recognize and provide assistance to outstanding students in the field of geology throughout the state's
educational system.



MISSISSIPP| GEOLOGICAL
A Bri ef Hi st o

From the early days of the Society to the present, publications have played a major role in the attain-

ment of the purpose of the Society as set forth in its Constitution. Besides the field trip guidebooks

already mentioned, other MGS publications include a number of composite and basin type logs, cor-
relation sections, and structural / stratigraphic cross -sections. More importantly, the Society has pub-
lished a series of field studies since 1952, when it first released a compendium of Wilcox oil fields,
including field maps, reservoir information, and production data. The Society followed its Wilcox vol-
ume with the release of its original "Redbook" - focusing on producing fields throughout the rest of
the state - in 1957. Since that time, the Society has updated its Wilcox volume and released eight
successive updates to the popular Redbook, with the last having been released in 1995. In addition,
MGS publishes a monthly Bulletin that is distributed to all members during the Society's active
months. Finally, this website has been created in order to enable the Society to utilize the internet in

distributing relevant news, geologic articles, and other materials of interest to its members and the

public at large.

Technical programs and seminars have been sponsored by the Society since its inception. Seminars
have focused on the Cambro-Ordovician Knox Gas Play in the Black Warrior Basin of Northeast Mis-
sissippi, salt tectonics, local sequence stratigraphy and relationship to outcrops, and the Cotton Val-
ley Gas Play within the Mississippi Interior Salt Basin. MGS also hosts monthly luncheon meetings,
held from September through May of each year, where a variety of speakers give technical presenta-
tions on topics and issues of interest to the Society's members.

During the late 1970's and early 1980's, when oil and gas exploration and production peaked in the
state, membership rose to its highest level with approximately 500 members. The Society has made
a special effort in recent years to encourage membership and participation by non -petroleum geolo-
gists, and currently counts a significant number of environmental, hydrological, and governmental
professionals among its members. Emphasis on water quality and sensitive environmental issues, as
well as the preservation of subsurface data throughout the state, have been and will continue to be
important focus issues for the Society.

In the summer of 1985, the Society sponsored a field trip of historical significance when Fred Mellen

led a group of MGS members on foot to traverse the very hillsides of Yazoo County that he had
mapped 47 years previously in his discovery of the large surface anticline that later became the giant

Tinsley Field. Four years later, the Society and other petroleum-related organizations in Mississippi
sponsored a celebration of the 50-year anniversary of the discovery of Tinsley - the state's first com-

mercial oil field - and the subsequent founding of the Society. Sadly, Fred Mellen is no longer with
us, but his legacy - like that of so many other prominent MGS members - will endure.

Today, despite the cyclical nature of the oil and gas business and the continuing evolution of the oth-
er equally important geologic professions within the state of Mississippi, the same purpose and vision
that originated the Society continues to propel it into the future, due to the strong foundation of a
committed membership and adaptation to changing conditions in a remarkably diverse geological
field.
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MGS QUIZ

Who 1 s this prominent

Hi nt * Photo Iis from a Master 6s Thesi s,

limestone and Cason

FIGURE 5., View of contact between St. Clair
Shale at Cason Mine.
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MISSISSIPPI ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
Geology & Geography Division
8274 Annual Meeting, 22-23 February 2018

Call for Abstracts: Deadline 11/15/2017

We are soliciting presentations on any earth science topic, including |
geology, geography/GIS, paleontology, hydrology, meteorology,
geological/geotechnical/environmental/water-resources engineering,
and environmental science.

To submit, go to http.//msacad.org/submit-an-abstract/submit-on-line

Come interact with your Mississippi geoscience colleagues!

Cash awards ($100 each) for best undergraduate and graduate student presentations,
thanks to the generous support of the Mississippi Geological Society

Questions? Contact Tyler Berry therry@mdeq.ms.gov or Andy O'Reilly acreilly@olemiss.edu




MONTHLY POST
Dr . Davi d T. Doc

MDEQ Office of Geology Adds Smackover

from Four Wells to I nventor

David T. Dockery 111, RPG, and Paul Parr

Mi ssissippi State University and the Uni verl
Department of Energy grant for unconventional

use of MDEQ Office of Geologyds Core and Sampl

the Tuscaloosa Marine Shal e, but MSU woul d | il
Brown Dense Limestone of the Smackover For mat i
cores for potential unconventional resource ut

Figure 1. Paul Hackley (left), Brett Valentine (center), and Celeste Lohr of the U.S.
Geological Survey examining samples at MDEQ’s Core and Sample Library in Jackson
on March 2, 2015.



MONTHLY POST
Dr . Davi d T. Doc

Brian Coffey of Apache Corporationébés Explorat
contacted the Environmental Geology Division
He stated that he had cores from the ABrown D
The proprietary holding time for those cores
entity that would house them and make them av
to donate them to Texas A&Mbés graduate depart
cores for research would be in the state from
did not charge any housing or donation fees,
ment al Geol ogy Division. Cores from four wel
August 28, 2017 on five pallets with a total

Figure 2. Oftloading 5,625 pounds of core of Smackover Brown Dense Limestone from 4 wells in Wayne and
Clarke counties, Mississippi, at MDEQ Office of Geology’s North West Street office on August 28, 2017.
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The first well-16s#t0hgll3B,| BPHK.s2 ofnece t3)5. The sec
12 #1 111444, 90B8324.03 f eet ) . The 4Bi #d a3l 06HL fteet )l
fourth and final3 well I(ilids, 283h6e. 3Stfeeneatr)t. 20T he En\
Di vi si

on staff are curr entblow egletftoirn g ttolrea geo rad

! { i |
// ol | ) | " - \" £ l*

Figure 3. Reboxing and cataloguiﬁg newly received SmackoverBrown Dense
Limestone cores at MDEQ Office of Geology’s North West Street office.
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BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP V

Faculty & Student s,

This Iis a new yea and the Mississippi Gec
Scholarshlp Fund would |l i ke to remind you
standing over al F20slt8u dyeematrs. f or the 2017

Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1

t hat rewards students for their hard work
their community.

We | ook forward to a great year and hope t

Best Regards,

Matt Caton
Editor

MISSISSIPPI

T@T | m | The University of Mlississippi

A= MILLSAPS

SOUTHERN COLLEGE
MISSISSIPPI




GEOLOGY POST

ARTI CLES, PAPERS or

ATTENTI ONAdddtiry, Professors a

| am adding a dedicated sectio

content from the industry and
Submi ssions can include anyt hi
papers, thesis abstracts, |Job
Anyt hing!!1!]
| f you have any information or
share withPLEASSmdadilettyhem t o tlI
MGS Editor at:
mcaton@t el l usoperating. c

Thanks & Regards,

Matt Cat on
Edi t or
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Maurice Birdwell
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Loui s J Lyel!/l

Thanks for your gene2rOolu8s Bdoolnaantdi



GEO LINK POST

USGS TAPESTRY OF TIME AND TERRAIN http://tapestry.usgs.gov The CCGS is donating to
all of the 5th and 6th grade schools in the Coastal Bend. Check it out—it is a spectacular map. You might
want a framed one for your own office. The one in my office has glass and a metal frame, and it cost $400
and it does not look as good as the ones we are giving to the schools. Call Owen 510-6224 if you want one
for your office for $150. Duncan, Mike, Chris, Dave, Bob Randy, Seb., Kevin, Ken, Craig, Patrick, Robert.

FREE TEXAS TOPO’S http://www.tnris.state.tx.us/digital.htm these are TIFF files from your state
government that can be downloaded and printed. You can add them to SMT by converting them first in
Globalmapper. Other digital data as well.

FREE NATIONAL TOPO'’S http://store.usgs.gov/b2c usgs/b2c¢/start/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd)/.do
20 to this webpage and look on the extreme right side to the box titled TOPO MAPS DOWNLOAD TOPO

MAPS FREE.

http://www.ccographynetwork.com/ Go here and try their top 5 map services. My favorite is ‘USGS Eleva-
tion Date.” Zoom in on your favorite places and see great shaded relief images. One of my favorites is the
Great Sand Dunes National Park in south central Colorado. Nice Dunes.

http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html Astronomy picture of the day — awesome. I click this page
everyday.

http://www.spacimaging.com/gallery/ioweek/iow.htm Amazing satellite images. Check out the gallery.

http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/seg/topo/globegal.shtml More great maps to share with kids and students.

www.geo.org Don’t forget we have our own web page.

http://micro.magneet.fsu.edu/primer/java/scienceoptiscu/owersofl0/

http://asterweb.jpl.nasa.gov/galery/default.htm Great satellite images of volcanocs

http://terra.nasa.gov/gallery/ More here

www.ermapper.com They have a great freec downloadable viewer for TIFF and other graphic files called
ER Viewer.

www.drillinginfo.com This is an incredible (subscription) well and completion data service for independ-
ents. Can be demo’ed for free.

http://terrasrver.com/ Go here to download free aerial photo images that can be plotted under your digital
land and well data. Images down to 1 meter resolution, searchable by Lat Long coordinate. Useful for re-
solving well location questions. :

http://www.fs.fed.us/gpnf/volcanocams/msh/ This is a live cam of Mt. St. Helens refreshed every 5 min-
utes. At the bottom are old videos of past eruptions in this cycle. It is worth a watch especially now.
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Member ship year is June through

New Membership ($20/yr) __ _ Renewal

Bol and Schol arship Fund Donati on

ng

Of fice Phone:

E-mai | Addr ess:

Coll ege/ University Attended:

Degree(s) Obtained and Year (s) Awarded:

Professional Associati ons, Certifications
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MILBIRD RESOURCES, LLC
- Oil & Gas Exploration

Maurice N. Birdwell
Managing Partner
AAPG Certified Petroleum Geologist
Reg. Prof. Geol.  Ark. La. Miss. Tex

2043 Oak Ridge Drive 601.936.6939
Peat], MS 39208 mobirdwell@comcast.net




