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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Jim Files 

MGS Members, 
 
Ok, we all have those kinds of days.  Like last Saturday when we are keep-
ing two of our Grandchildren, ages four and seven.  The seven year old, 
meaning only to help, hurriedly closes an interior door on my hand.  Now, 
let me explain, he did not do this on purpose.   Also, there is a big differ-
ence whether your hand in is near the latch side or the hinge side of the 
door.  I would choose latch side, but it was near the hinge, which reminds 
me of physics and the idea of a fulcrum.  Very painful.  So I move outside 
for a project, where my Son is helping me build a barn.  I was not paying 
any attention to his Border collie or mine who were “sparring” should we 
say.  Big mistake.  When I had last seen them, out of the corner of my eye, 
they were twenty feet away, but spinning like a tornado.   The end result, 
they crashed into my left ankle and I felt a sharp pain there.   Lucky I had 
jeans on, but had a nice puncher wound just the same.  Bitten probably by 
my own dog!  I’m starting to think being a “couch potato” might not be so 
bad.  I was also thinking I am safer at the office in front of my computer.  
Wonderful weekend! 
 
I would like to thank the officers of the MGS for a fun year and have en-
joyed their company.  I look forward to seeing you this coming Thursday at 
the Jackson Yacht Club for the annual Spring Fling.  Thanks to good dona-
tions for this year’s spring event, the officers agreed to reward us with door 
prizes this year.  There are two catches:  

1) you must be present to win and  

2) you must be a lady.  So ladies get there to win! 

See you there, 

Jim 



 September  13, 2012 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  4, 2012 Steve Walkinshaw 
The Lower Brown Dense Lime Trend 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  8, 2012 Morgan Brown 
Prestack Depth Migration for “Easy” Onshore Plays 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 1, 2012 Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 10, 2013 
      

Dr. Lesli Wood 
Tuscaloosa Depositional Systems 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 14, 2013 Kirk Barrell 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 14, 2013 David Dockery 
   Mississippi fossils as illustrated in “The Geology of Mississippi”  

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 11, 2013 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 9, 2013  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 
5:30pm 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 4, 2012 

        September 6, 2012 

September 27, 2012 

        November 1, 2012 

        December 6, 2012 

        January 3, 2013 

        February 7, 2013 

        March 7, 2013 

        April 4, 2013 

        May 2, 2013 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP 
 

2012 – 2013 MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 
The Mississippi Geological Society awarded its annual L. F. Boland Scholarship to four students 
at the April 11 meeting.  This foursome makes a total of 121 students to be honored by the Socie-
ty for outstanding achievements in the geoscience field since the awards began in 1982-1983.  
The students were each awarded $1,000 and a framed certificate denoting their achievement. 
 
 
 
 
Russell Anderson – University of Southern Mississippi.  Russell is from Sandy Hook, Missis-
sippi and a Senior to graduate this year with a GPA of 3.62 in his Geology major.  He plans to 
pursue a M. S. degree at USM with a career interest in environmental geology. He is on the 
Dean’s List and is the current recipient of the McCarty Geology Honors Scholarship at USM.  
Russell is the current President of the Southern Geological Society and a student member of 
AEG.  He is currently a part time student worker for the USM Academic Council. 
 
 
 
 
Courtney Ash – University of Mississippi. Courtney is from Athens, Alabama and a Senior to 
graduate this year with a GPA of 3.79 in her Geological Engineering major. She is considering 
either graduate school or immediate entry into the petroleum business.  She is currently a Teach-
ing Assistant for historical and physical geology labs in the Department.  She was awarded the 
Outstanding Geology and Geological Engineering Student awards in her freshman and sopho-
more years. Courtney is active in the Ole Miss Geological Society and various volunteer groups 
including Gallant Heart Guide Dogs. 
 
 
 
 
Danielle Merritt – Mississippi State University. Danielle is from Columbus, Mississippi and a 
Junior to graduate in May, 2014 with dual degrees in Geosciences and Biological Sciences with a 
minor in Chemistry.  She has a 3.5 GPA in her majors and has a future interest in research and 
teaching.  She plans to attend graduate school with a main interest in Geomicrobiology at this 
time.  Danielle is a President’s Scholar at MSU and an undergrad worker in the Biochemistry and 
Geoscience Research Group at MSU. She is a current member of the GSA and American Society 
for Microbiology. 
 
 
 
 
Cody Strack – Millsaps College.  Cody is from Ridgeland, Mississippi and is a Senior to gradu-
ate this summer with a B. S. in Geology.  He currently has a 3.93 GPA in his geology major and 
plans to attend graduate school at the University of Ohio to study igneous and metamorphic pe-
trology for a possible career in mining geology.  Prior to Millsaps, Cody was a Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor student at Holmes CC.  Cody is working his way through school and is currently a Sales 
Assoc. at Buffalo Peak in addition to being a full time student. 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS 
 

Maurice Birdwell 
 

Ken McCarley 
 

George Smith 
 

Maurice Meylan 
 

Terry Bryant 
 

Jim Michael 
 

Chris Franks 
 

Meade Hufford 
 

Dave Cate 
 

Jak Douglas 
 

Paul Gribas 
 

Joseph Boland 
 

Liz Patterson 

MGS would like to thank the following individuals for their 
generous donations to the 2013 Boland Scholarship Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



2013 SPRING FLING 
 

 
 

W.T. Drilling Company, Inc. 
 

Mosbacher Energy Company 
 

Spooner Energy, Inc. 
 

Blair & Bondurant, P.A. 
 

Tellus Operating Company, LLC 
 

Pruet Oil Company, LLC 
 
 
 

Moon-Hines-Tigrett Operating, Inc. 
 

Energy Drilling Company 
 

Roundtree & Associates 
 

Palmer Petroleum, Inc. 
 

Seitel Management, Inc. 
 
 
 

Boone Exploration, Inc. 
 

McDavid, Noblin & West PLLC 
 

Coastal Exploration, Inc. 
 

Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes PLLC 

MGS would like to thank the following companies for their 
generous donations to the 2013 Spring Fling! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

GOLD 

SILVER 

BRONZE 



INFORMATION 
Oil Industry on Alert 

Earlier this month, the tropical storm forecasting team of Philip J. Klotzbach and William M. Gray, profes-
sors in the Department of Atmospheric Science at Colorado State University (CSU), released their first 
forecast for the upcoming hurricane season. They are calling for the season to experience "enhanced activi-
ty compared with the 1981-2010 climatology," meaning it will be an active storm season. Furthermore, the 
forecasters "anticipate an above-average probability for major hurricanes making landfall along the United 
States coastline and in the Caribbean." In other words, be prepared. 

Based on the work the tropical storm forecasting team has done in conjunction with the GeoGraphics La-
boratory at Bridgewater State University in Massachusetts, the model predicts that there is a 72% probabil-
ity of a major hurricane making landfall along the entire U.S. coastline compared to a 52% average for the 
past century. For the U.S. East Coast including the Florida Peninsula, the probability of landfall is 48% 
versus a 31% historic record. For the Gulf Coast from the Florida Peninsula to Brownsville, Texas, the 
probability is 47% compared to a 30% record. The model also estimates that the Caribbean has a 61% 
probability versus 42% historically of experiencing a major hurricane landfall. These higher than historic 
probabilities will have the U.S. petroleum industry on alert during the upcoming season although even 
with a very low probability it only takes one storm to create serious disruption and economic hardship. 

The CSU forecasters are using a relatively new April forecasting model that employs four predictors they 
have found to have an above-average predictive value. This is the third year the forecasters have used this 
model, which is built on data from 1982-2010. The model incorporates the most recent and reliable data 
available, which the forecasters believe helps improve the model's predictive ability. They said these four 
predictors helped the model to correlate with the Net Tropical Cyclone Activity (NTC) at 0.79 when all 
years studied are included. A drop-one cross-validation analysis yields a correlation with the NTC of 0.68. 
This is a more realistic view of the skill the model will have in future years. The forecasters say that this 
model correctly predicted above- or below-average seasons in 22 out of 31 hindcast years, a 71% average. 
The model's predictions have had a smaller error than climatology in 19 of 31 years for a 61% average. 
The predictors used in the model include the average sea surface temperature (SST) in the Atlantic basin in 
the January to March period, the sea level pressure (SLP) for March in the central Atlantic Basin and the 
February to March SLP in the Pacific Ocean region off South America, and the European Centre for Medi-
um-Range Weather Forecast (ECMWF) of the SLP in the Pacific Ocean along the Equator. 



MGS - J. Ishe Fund 
 

Many thanks to the following people who have made 
generous contributions to the MGS - J Ishe Fund: 
 
 

H. Vaughn Watkins 
 

David K. Handcock 
 

Lars Johnson 
 

Paul J. Gribas 
 

Armando Ricci 
 

Maurice Birdwell 
 

Pruet Oil Company LLC 
 

Moon & Hines, LLC 
 
 
If you would like to make a donation you can mail your 
contribution to the following address: 
 

 
Mississippi Geological Society 

J. Ishe Fund 
PO Box 422 

Jackson, MS 39205-0422 
  



ARTICLE OF THE MONTH 
Study: Oil, Gas Industry Needs to Step Up Water Management 

The oil and gas industry needs to step up efforts to expand its use of recycled water and non-
freshwater resources and implement better water management planning if shale energy pro-
duction is to expand according to projections. 

Research conducted by San Francisco-based CERES indicates that nearly 47 percent of wells 
were developed in water basins with high or extremely high water stress. Most of the hydrau-
lic fracturing activity in the United States is occurring in Texas and Colorado, which are ex-
periencing prolonged drought conditions. 

The report is based on well drilling and water use data from FracFocus.org and water stress 
indicator maps developed by the World Resources Institute. The research was based on 
FracFocus’ data on 25,450 wells in operation from January 2011 through September 2012. 

Ninety-two percent of Colorado wells analyzed in the report are in extremely high water 
stress regions. In Texas, which accounts for nearly half of the total wells analyzed, 51 per-
cent of the wells were in high or extremely high water stress regions. Water use in hydraulic 
fracturing in some Texas counties accounted for over 20 percent of the region's total water 
use. Concerns over water usage for hydraulic fracturing in Texas prompted legislators to 
mandate water recycling in the oil and gas industry. 

Seventy percent of the wells analyzed in Pennsylvania were in medium to high water stress 
water basins and only 2 percent were in high water stress basins. 

"Given projected sharp increases in shale oil and gas production in the coming years, compe-
tition over water should be a growing concern to energy companies," CERES concluded in 
the report, noting that hydraulically fractured oil and gas production is expected to double in 
the coming years. "Shale energy development cannot grow without water, but in order to do 
so the industry's water needs and impacts need to be better understood, measured and man-
aged." 

The industry has made progress in increasing its use of recycled water and other alternative 
water sources for fracturing wells, including non-freshwater alternatives such as wastewater, 
saline water, seawater and acid-mine drainage. But overall water recycling and use of non-
freshwater sources must rise considerably to have a significant impact. 

http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/125794/Legislation_Targets_Mandates_for_Water_Recycling_in_Oil_Gas_Industry�
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/125794/Legislation_Targets_Mandates_for_Water_Recycling_in_Oil_Gas_Industry�
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/125794/Legislation_Targets_Mandates_for_Water_Recycling_in_Oil_Gas_Industry�
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/125794/Legislation_Targets_Mandates_for_Water_Recycling_in_Oil_Gas_Industry�


ARTICLE CONTINUED…... 
Study: Oil, Gas Industry Needs to Step Up Water Management 

Key recommendations by CERES for companies and regulators include: 

 Comprehensive mandatory disclosure by companies of how much freshwater, non-freshwater and recycled 
water they are using region by region as well as how much water is returning to the surface and where it is 
ending up 

 Requirements for companies to set quantifiable water use targets, such as recycling and non-freshwater use 
targets 

 Ensure that companies and local regulators are conducting sufficient water management planning 

 Ensure companies have a local stakeholder engagement process in place on water issues 
The U.S. oil and gas industry's increased exploration and production of U.S. unconventional resources has in-
creased the amount of water being used by the oil and gas industry in its operations. 

Best practices for water management in unconventional exploration and production activity are still evolving as 
companies address water use management issues such as the cost of transporting water to drilling sites, whether 
to treat or dispose of water, and concerns by environmental groups, state officials and the U.S. public over the 
amount of water used and the impact of hydraulic fracturing on water supply in shale regions. 

A number of water treatment processes are also becoming available to the oil and gas industry, including 
EcoLogix and EcoSphere, which Rigzone reported on last year. 

http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/124806/Best_Practices_for_Oil_Gas_Water_Management_Still_Evolving�
http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?hpf=1&a_id=126208�
http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=118053�


 

FUTURES 
 



NEWS 
MDEQ 

The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) would like everyone to know 
they have started putting old Survey Bulletins online. These Bulletins are available through: 
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us 
 
Below is a list of sample links you can copy/paste into your browser. 
 
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/
Geology_Bulletin131ATLASOFSHALLOWMISSISSIPPISALTDOMES?
OpenDocument  
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/
Geology_Bulletin129StreptoneuranGastropodsTheCoffee_SandCampanianNEMS?
OpenDocument  
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/pdf/Geology_Bulletin125/$File/Bulletin%
20125.pdf?OpenElement  
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin123?OpenDocument  
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin100?OpenDocument  
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Bulletin23PaleozoicRocks?
OpenDocument  
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-
RocksAndFossilsFoundInMississippisGravelDeposits?OpenDocument  
 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Geology_Circular-
WindowsIntoMississippi%E2%80%99sGeologicalPast?OpenDocument  
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ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
We would like to include more content from the indus-
try and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 



 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2012-2013 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



(O) - Officer (H) - Honorary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2012-2013 MGS MEMBERS  
 

  John Ables 

O Bill Bagnall 

O Neil Barnes 

  Maurice Birdwell 

  Robert Branson 

O MaƩ Caton 

  Sara Davis 

  Dave Easom 

O Jim Files 

O Todd Hines 

O Joe Johnson 

  James Landrem 

  Ken McCarley 

  Shawn Pool 

  Philip Reeves 

  Bob Schneeflock 

  Howard Samsel 

  Don Smith 

  George Smith 

  Jim Stephens 

  John Sullivan 

  Tom Sylte 

  Mike Taylor 

  Sid Thompson 

 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Johnny Holifield 

 

Joe White 

 

 

  *This list is updated on a monthly basis. 

  Ken Adams 

  Larry Baria 

  Randy Bissell 

  Terry Bryant 

  Alvin Byrd 

  Dave Cate 

  Phil Cook 

  Chris Franks 

  Bob Gaston 

  David Handcock 

  Bernard Holman 

  Joe McDuff 

  Phillip Meadows 

  Bob McElroy 

  Maurice Meylan 

  James Michael 

  Jack Moody 

  Charlie Morrison 

  Jim Nix 

  James Norris 

  Billy Powell 

  Thomas Seitz 

  George Self 

  Jimmy Sparks 

  Tony Stuart 

  Stan Thieling 

  Chris Bowen 

  Roger Chapman 

  Tom Giosa 

  Mitchell McMillan 

  Tom McMillan Jr. 

  Armando Ricci 

  Larry Baria 

  Michael Bograd 

  Lynn Boone 

  Alvin Byrd 

  J C Carlisle 

  Charles Doubek 

  Jak Douglas 

  Dave Easom 

  Rick Ericksen 

  Mary Giesler 

  Frank Heitmuller 

  I. Meade Hufford 

  Kevin Jefferys 

  Arthur Johnson 

  Jim Johnson 

  Lars Johnson 

  Barbara Kearney 

  Cody Lenert 

  Michael Lieser 

  Ken Magee 

  Ken McCarley 

  James Landrem 

  Thang Pham 

  William PoƩhoff 

  Gary Slade 

  Michael Spooner 
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