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PRESIDENTôS LETTER 

Cragin Knox 

Itôs Boland Scholarship time again.  At our monthly meeting scheduled for April 

13 we will make award presentations to the students that have been selected by 

the Scholarship committee.  A special thanks to Neil Barnes and his committee 

for their interviews and selections. 

 

Thanks to Dr. Stan Galicki for his presentation on ñThe Geologic History of 

Mississippiò at our last meeting.  And we thought we only had red dirt and 

brown dirt and gray dirt in Mississippi.  His description ñOver the past billion 

years Mississippi has been torn apart, smashed together, eroded, torn apart 

again, inundated and buried, and finally uplifted and erodedò really says it all. 

Congratulations to all of this years scholarship winners! 

Cragin 



2016-2017 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

 September  8, 2016 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  13, 2016 Deep Lakes in Early MarsðEzat Heydari   River Hills ï 11:30am 

 November  10, 2016 Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

Paul Hackley et al. USGS 

  River Hills ï 11:30am 

 MAPL Christmas Party CANCELLED 

  

   

 January 12, 2017 

      

Jamie HarrisðMillsaps College 

The Geology of Scotland 
  River Hills ï 11:30am 

 February 9, 2017 Dr. Greg Easson 

Oil & Gas Research and Education 
  River Hills ï 11:30am 

 March 9, 2017 The Geology of Mississippi 

Dr. Stan Galicki Millsaps College 
  River Hills ï 11:30am 

 April 13, 2017 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills ï 11:30am 

 May 11, 2017  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Clubï 5:30pm 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 6, 2015 

October 11, 2015 

        November 8, 2015 

        January 10, 2016 

        February 7, 2016 

        March 7, 2016 

        April 11, 2016 

        May 9, 2016 
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Full house last month for Stan Galicki and ñThe Geology of Mississippiò  
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MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

GEOLOGY OF THE BUCKET BRIGADE 
 

David T. Dockery III, RPG, and James E. Starnes, RPG, Mississippi Department of Environmental  

Quality, Office of Geology 

 

 

 

There are solar/battery powered lights and wildlife crossing signs facing both north and south on the 

Natchez Trace Parkway just south of Interstate 20 (Figure 1) not seen elsewhere along the Trace.  



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Deer crossing signs are modest in comparison.  So, have you ever wondered what creatures cross 

this Clinton section of the Natchez Trace?  Here begins the story of ñGeology of the Bucket Bri-

gade.ò  Several species of salamanders make seasonal migrations across portions of the Trace be-

tween I-20 and milepost 85.  On rainy fall nights there are breeding migrations of Marbled Sala-

manders, and on rainy winter nights one can expect breeding migrations of Spotted Salamanders.  

From the last week in October to mid-March there is a migration of Websterôs Salamanders 

(Plethodon websteri), a rare species in Mississippi.  To protect these salamander populations from a 

crushing annihilation by the tires of Trace traffic, Tom Mann of the Mississippi Museum of Natural 

Science has organized Bucket Brigades.  This not a job for everyone.  The work is done on wet and 

often stormy nights when temperatures are above 40 degrees (F) from late September through April 

(or, for Websterôs Salamanders, even on clear nights when the leaf litter is wet from previous rain-

fall).  Under these conditions from sunset to midnight (and sometimes all night) volunteers scoop 

salamanders from the road and monitor silt fences (Figure 2) set up to intercept Websterôs Sala-

manders before they reach the road (Figure 3).  Salamanders (and often frogs) are carried across the 

road in their direction of travel, a direction which will be reversed within a few weeks to several 

months, depending upon the species involved. 



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Mann and his wife Debora (Assistant Professor of Biology at Millsaps College) assume that all 

of the Websterôs Salamanders occupy cracks, crevices, and solution cavities within the Glendon 

limestone (Figure 4), from May to October, when no salamanders can be found at the surface.  

They also assume that females nest in such spaces, as hatchlings occur nowhere else except at 

outcrops. Animals do not feed during this long period, and emerge at the surface again, in late 

October, very skinny following their long fast. They disperse from these over-summer refugia in 

late fall and early winter, and many reach and cross the Trace, and reverse course and return to 

the outcrops in late winter and early spring.  Figure 5 shows a year-old salamander in damp leaf-

litter from beneath a rock ledge on Lindsey Creek east of the Natchez Trace.  James Starnes, who 

has mapped the Vicksburg Group, including the Glendon Limestone, provided Mann additional 

limestone localities that might contain undiscovered Websterôs Salamander populations. 
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MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

The National Park Service (NPS) met with the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quali-

tyôs Office of Geology (MDEQ-OG) on March 21-23, 2017, to discuss a cooperative effort to 

map the geology of the Natchez Trace Parkway at a scale of 1:24,000.  This meeting included a 

fieldtrip on March 23 along the Trace from Clinton to Natchez.  Figure 6 shows NPS, MDEQ 

Office of Geology, and other personnel at a Glendon Limestone outcrop on Lindsey Creek not 

far from the exposure in Figure 5.  Pictured from left to right are: (1) Bruce Heise, NPS Pro-

gram Manager of the Geologic Resources Division, (2) Tyler Berry, MDEQ-OG, (3) Dr. Lisa 

McInnis, NPS Chief of Resource Management, Natchez Trace Parkway, Tupelo, Mississippi, 

(4) Sara Strickland, Natural Resource Program Manager at the Vicksburg National Military 

Park, (4) Paul Parrish, MDEQ-OG, (5) Andrew Newcomb, MDEQ-OG, and (6) Dr. Darrel 

Schmitz, Department of Geosciences at Mississippi State University.  



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Glendon Limestone outcrops used seasonally by Websterôs Salamander populations are 

show as red dots in Figure 7. 





 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 

 



2016-2017 BOLAND FUND DONATIONS 

 

Thanks for your generous donations to the 2016-2017 Boland Fund 
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Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes*                 Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate                                      Stanley King 
 
 
 
* deceased 
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