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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Ezat Heydari 

Greetings: 
 
Two of the most wonderful functions of the Mississippi Geological Society are Boland Scholarship 
Award and Dustin Johnson Memorial Award. Activities associated with both awards are headed by 
Dave Cate of Pruet Oil and Gas. The dedication and time spent by Dave to select candidates are 
truly admirable. The Boland Award is given to four outstanding undergraduate students majoring in 
Geology, one from each of the four geology-granting universities in the State. The Dustin Johnson 
Memorial Award is give to one student who has overcome major obstacles and has succeeded in 
Geology.  
 
The process of selecting award winning students is lengthy. It involves trips by the committee  
members to each school for interviews. This is followed by reviews of all applicants and the final 
selection.  
 
These awards are avenues for MGS to rejuvenate its ties with the State's academic institutions. It is 
also a process by which MGS becomes familiar with the ever changing Geoscience education in 
Mississippi. 
 
Most importantly, the Boland and Johnson awards provide the only opportunity when all stake  
holders in the Geology of Mississippi (academia, state agencies, oil and gas operators, and MGS) 
come together. We need to celebrate this occasion. It is a time for exchange of ideas for  
advancement of Geoscience in the State. 
 
MGS welcomes the honorable faculty representatives, student recipients of the Boland and   
Johnson awards and their families, and other guests attending the event. We look forward to a 
wonderful day. Enjoy and get the most out of it. The opportunity of this type comes only once a 
year. 
 
Lastly, MGS invites all graduate students majoring in Geology to present a poster about their re-
search at our Spring Fling next month. This would be a good opportunity for students to interact 
with Mississippi's Geological Community, exchange ideas, and get some feed back. 
 
I look forward to see you Thursday. 
 
Regards, 
 
Ezat 



 September  11, 2014 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  9, 2014 John Allen 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  13, 2014 Carl Fiduk 
Tectonics and Depositional Episodes of the GOM 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 5, 2014 MAPL Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Duling Hall - 7pm  

 January 8, 2015 
      

Frank Vincent 
Shallow Oil “Re-Discovery” at Washington Field 

 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 12, 2015 David T. Dockery III, RPG  
Structural Geology of MS and Oil and Gas Fields 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 12, 2015 Dr. Ezat Heydari 
Sedimentary Rocks of Gale Crater, Mars 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 9, 2015 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 14, 2015  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2014-2015 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 4, 2014 

October 7, 2014 

        November 11, 2014 

        January 6, 2015 

        February 10, 2015 

        March 6, 2015 

        April 7, 2015 

        May 12, 2015 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
It is time for the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland Scholarship Fund 
to honor the most outstanding overall students for the 2014-2015 year. 
 
This month, the Boland Scholarship is awarding 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and their community. 
 
 

Congratulations to this years winners: 
 

Theresa Woehnker—Millsaps College 
Patrick B. Lazzarino— University of Southern Mississippi 

Regan Byrd—Mississippi State University 
Pshani Herath—University of Mississippi 

 
 

    DUSTIN JOHNSON MEMORIAL AWARD 
 

The Dustin Johnson Memorial Award 
 
In addition to the Boland Scholarship Awards, the MGS has established another award to be 
given each year to recognize a student for extraordinary achievements and determined efforts in 
the pursuit of a Geoscience career outside the strict Boland Scholarship scholastic  
requirements . This award is to be known as The Dustin Johnson Memorial Award in honor 
of Dustin Johnson, a Geoscence major at Mississippi State University, who lost his life in 2013 
just short of receiving his degree. 
 
 

Congratulations to this years winner: 
 

Ashley M. Ritter—University of Mississippi 



 
MGS SPRING FLING 

 

POSTER SESSION 
 
Next month MGS would like to invite you to our annual SPRING FLING and POSTER 
SESSION. Professors and students please submit a copy of your abstract to the MGS 
editor: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

Poster Session @ 2014 Fall BBQ 



 
GEOLOGY POST 
Robert Gaston 

MGS Members, 
 
I am in the process of going through things from the past.  There was a time when I 
worked a good bit of California Geology.  This is an excellent guidebook for someone 
who is interested in California geology or someone who wants to make a trip out there 
and do a field trip on their own.  If you know of anyone in our MGS group who might be 
interested, please let me know and I will give this to them.  It is full of geologic maps, 
cross sections, thin sections and reports along with the field trip information.  Thanks. 
 

Contact the MGS Editor if interested 





MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

MENTORING GEOLOGISTS 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

 
 This mentoring story began in the summer of 1978.  I had worked as summer help for the Mississippi Geological 
Survey as a “sunbeam” for nine years while attending undergraduate and graduate school.  On July 1, 1978, State Geolo-
gist and Mississippi Geological Survey Director Bill Moore hired me as a full-time employee.  That same summer Bill 
hired his neighbor’s son, Randy Bissell, as a summer-time employee.  Randy’s assigned work was largely in the front of-
fices and in the library, but in slow moments he would check on what was going on in the rest of the building.  I was 28 
years old, working on a paleontology bulletin for the Clarke County area, and needed a scientific illustrator.  Randy was 
18 and shared that he had just graduated high school with vocational drafting training.  His work assignment soon changed 
to that of an illustrator of fossil clams. Randy’s published illustrations included one Eocene bivalve (published in 1980 as 
MGS Bulletin 122, Figure 35) and 92 of Oligocene bivalves of the Vicksburg Group (published in 1982 as MGS Bulletin 
123).  Randy also helped with the field work for these bulletins, posing as scale in outcrop pictures (Figure 1).  He also 
drafted several maps and well log sections. 



MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

In 1983, when Mary and I visited French paleontologists to collect fossils in France, our friend and host, 
picked up my first two books on Mississippi fossils and said, “We knew you could do this.”  Then he picked up the 
bulletin on the bivalves of the Vicksburg Group, filled with Randy’s illustrations, and said, “But, we didn’t know 
you could do this!  We were blown away” (or something like that).  Randy’s art work raised my profession stock 
among my French colleagues (Figure 2). 



MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

After the first summer with the Mississippi Geological Survey, Randy started as a pre-architecture major, intent on 
minoring in geology at the University of Southern Mississippi in the fall semester of 1978.  In the spring he met 
Dawn Stewart, his wife-to-be, in Geology 101 laboratory.  He changed his major to geology.  Soon after meeting 
Dawn, Randy and I took a field trip to collect Cretaceous mollusks in northern Mississippi.  The locality we were 
collecting was world class for fossil mollusks with original shell material.  We dug a pit while collecting the 
shells—Randy said it was like digging his own grave.  Then a snake egg rolled out from one wall.  While we con-
templated that, the mama snake slithered out into the pit with us.  The snake was banded red, yellow, and black.  It 
was either a deadly coral snake or a scarlet king snake, but we couldn’t remember the code: “red on yellow can 
kill a fellow, but red on black is a friend of Jack.”  Thinking that we were too far north for coral snakes, I grabbed 
the snake and put it in one of our cloth fossil-collecting bags and tied it tight.  We left for Jackson in Randy’s car 
with fossils and a bagged snake.  After a long drive and a rush to make it on time for a date with Dawn, Randy and 
I forgot about the snake when we parted company.  Shortly after, Randy called me in a panic, the snake bag was 
empty, and he was to pick up Dawn for a date within the hour.  Fortunately, the snake didn’t show up on the date 
and was never found. 
 Randy attended graduate school at Oklahoma State University and received his Master’s Degree geology 
in 1984.  He worked for Exxon from 1984 to 1999 in a variety of assignments from South Texas production, Gulf 
of Mexico deep-water research, and Nigeria deep-water exploration, among others.  In 1999, Randy accepted a job 
with Headington Oil Company in Corpus Christi, and purchased working interest in the areas he prospected.  Ear-
ly on in his new job, Randy recognized a Vicksburg opportunity that proved to be a very successful field.  Seven-
teen years on, Randy is now the geoscience advisor to Headington Energy Partners assigned to acquire, explore, 
support, and develop prospects in deep South Texas and the Permian Basin. 
 Randy tells a story of sitting on one Texas Vicksburg wildcat picking bugs with a paleontologist.  The 
paleontologist announced that Textularia warreni was present in the sample and that the well had officially pene-
trated the top of the Vicksburg.  Then, he told Randy, “I guess you don’t know everything about the Vicksburg.”  
Randy answered, “Well, I’ve drilled several great Vicksburg wells.”  That gave the paleontologist pause.  Then, 
Randy said, “I’ve been to the type locality of the Vicksburg Group.  Have you been to the type locality of the 
Vicksburg Group?”  The paleontologist said, “No,” and was duly silenced.  Randy could have gone further and 
said, “I illustrated a book on fossils from the Vicksburg Group - The Vicksburg is a friend of mine.” 
 Randy and Dawn have two children in college, a son majoring in Industrial Technology and daughter 
majoring in Art Education (Figure 3).  



MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

They reside in Corpus Christi where Randy teaches Sunday school and is certified as a High-Performance Driv-
er’s Education instructor for the Porsche Club of America.  Randy sent me an email in 2013 that said he was 
sending something by mail that I would like.  When the package arrived, it contained a large commemorative 
coin honoring the Vicksburg National Military Park.  The accompanying letter dated April 9, 2013, read: 
 “Some several weeks ago, I became aware that the U.S. Mint had been issuing 5 ounce commemorative 
silver coins for U.S. National Parks.  I also discovered that Vicksburg Military Park was one of the 2011 series. 
 My associate was able to obtain several of these for me, and I would like to utilize two of them to 
“commemorate” aspects of my relationship with the Vicksburg.  At the earliest point in my geology career, you 
introduced me to the Vicksburg.  Very few South Texas prospectors can stand up in a meeting and say that 
they’ve seen the Vicksburg type locality at Vicksburg and the Jackson type locality at Jackson!  I had seen those 
before I was even a geology student. 
 Today, my house was paid for with the Vicksburg and my kids are in college because of the Vicksburg.   
I cannot help but express my gratitude to you for your kindness and instruction in my formative years.  You intro-
duced me to the Vicksburg, and I want you to have one of these to remember that point where our lives came 
together. 
 Headington Oil ended up with 450 acres upon which I drilled about 20 Vicksburg wells in 2003-2005.  
Peak gas production exceeded 50 million cubic feet/day and the field has cumulated about 50 billion cubic feet of 
gas and 1 million barrels of oil to date. 
 The Vicksburg changed my life.  You did too. 
 Thank you…Randy Bissell” 
 I responded, “The commemorative coin is nice (Figure 4).  The letter is priceless.” 





 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 





 
CURRENT PRICES 

 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous 
donations to the Boland Scholarship Fund! 

 
Dave Cate 

 
George T. Smith 

 
Jack Douglas 

 
Chris Franks 

 
I. Meade Hufford 

 
Maurice Birdwell 

 
Charlie Williams 

 
Jim Michael 



2014-2015 MGS MEMBERS  
 

* This list is updated on a monthy basis. 
Please contact Bill Bagnall if you have any questions. 

Ken Adams 

Bill Bagnall 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes 

Tiffany Berry 

Maurice Birdwell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Lynn Boone 

Chris Bowen 

Keith Bowman 

Robert Branson 

Terry Bryant 

Alvin Byrd 

MaƩ Caton 

J. C. Carlisle 

Mark Chapman 

Phil Cook 

Jamie Crawford 

Wesley Day 

David Dockery 

Charles Doubek 

Jak Douglas 

David Dunton 

Dave Easom 

Jo EvereƩ 

Jim Files 

Chris Franks 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Tom Giosa 

Paul Gribas 

David Hancock 

Danny Harrelson 

Frank Heitmuller 

Robert Herr   IV 

Ezat Heydari 

David Hilton 

Todd  Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Bernard Holman 

I. Meade Hufford 

Lisa Ivshin 

Ron Jinkins 

James Landrem 

Chris Johnson 

Lars Johnson 

Joe Johnson 

Karl Kaufmann 

Stanley King 

Cody Lenert 

Joe LoƩ 

Ken Magee 

Joe McDuff 

Tom McMillan 

Jim Michael 

David Miller 

Jack Moody 

Charlie Morrison 

Lew Murray 

James Nix 

James Norris 

Jana Payne 

Philip Reeves 

Armando Ricci 

John Ryan 

Mike W Taylor 

Bob Schneeflock 

Thomas Seitz 

George Self 

Charles Smith 

George Smith 

Jimmy Sparks 

James Starnes 

Charles Sternbach 

Jim Stevens 

Lindsey Stewart 

Ed SƟcker 

Tony Stuart 

John Sullivan 

Andrew Sylte 

Stan Thieling 

Sid Thompson 

WaƩs Ueltschey 

Wayne Upchurch 

Janet Verret 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Joe White 

Mark WyaƩ 





 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 

MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2014-2015 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2013 – May 2014 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 







  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957          Ben Ploch  
1957-1958          Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  
  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979          Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981          Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983      James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984      Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985      C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997         Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998         George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999         Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000        Stanley King 
2000-2001        John C. Marble 
2001-2002        Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003        Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004        John G. Cox 
2004-2005        James E. Starnes  
2005-2006      Todd Hines 
2006-2007      Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008      Tony Stuart 
2008-2009      Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010      Joe Johnson 
2010-2011       Brian Sims 
2011-2012       Stanley King 
2012-2013      Jim Files 
2013-2014       Neil Barnes 

MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
 


