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 September  10, 2015 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  8, 2015 Todd Keifer 
Energy & Power in MS  

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  12, 2015 Danny Harrelson 
Canals & River Cutoffs as a tactic during Vicksburg  

Campaign of American Civil War 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

December 2015 MAPL Christmas Party—CANCELLED 
  

   

 January 14, 2016 
      

Lawrence R. Baria 
Relatively Large Mid-Ramp, Highstand, Microbialite Patch and 
Fringing Reefs, A New Exploration Play for South Alabama 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 11, 2016 Ezat Heydari - Mars Mission Update   River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 10, 2016 Dr. John Mylroie 
Paleokarst Reservoirs: Deposition to Dissolution 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 14, 2016 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 12, 2016  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2015-2016 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 8, 2015 

October 6, 2015 

        November 10, 2015 

        January 5, 2016 

        February 8, 2016 

        March 8, 2016 

        April 5, 2016 

        May 10, 2016 



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Jack Moody 

        Do you remember after the price collapse in 1986 that bumper stickers were seen asking for an-
other oil boom and promised not to screw it up? Well we had it on such a scale due to private sector 
innovation and citizen owned mineral rights that a major paradigm shift has occurred. Our world 
view has switched from one of diminishing resource abundance to that of plenty of oil for some time 
to come. The US actually gets blamed in the press for causing this current flood of oil production as if 
we were the rogue nation who had the audacity and ability to discover and to produce our own natural 
resources.  Not long ago the US was not allowed to sell to the world market so our production in-
creases were a matter of our own internal affairs. I believe I’ve read that basic economies are built on 
two forms of wealth building, development of natural resources and creating goods that people are 
willing to buy. We can all remember not long ago that the leadership in America said we had to get 
rid of manufacturing and pursue a cleaner economy which was supposed to be the Promised Land. 
Our policies opened our doors to  labor markets so much cheaper than ours that there was no way we 
could compete. And Donald Trump has made famous what poor trade terms we ended up with. The 
point being we surrendered to a large degree our ability to make products to sell that people would be 
willing to buy. So there goes one of the two fundamental abilities to create wealth. It was that one, 
strong manufacturing, which helped build the strong middle class so famous in the US and so shrink-
ing these days.  The second fundamental economy builder as said is the development of natural re-
sources.  Keep in mind that the US is unique in the world with its citizenship owning the minerals 
under their surface property. With industry innovation coupled with the possibility of mineral owning 
citizens sharing in the wealth should exploration be successful, the stage was set for the paradigm 
shifting horizontal drilling multi stage fracking oil shale bonanza.  This resurgence in a fundamental 
economy builder meant that the US could produce basic wealth for its citizens and the national econ-
omy. Remember at that time the US was not a world marketer of oil, we’re only producing our own 
and consuming it internally.  So the Saudis took the lead role in attacking US internal affairs by col-
lapsing the price of oil. They saved up enough money to allow them to weather a US company killing 
price collapse storm. I’ve read that their economy was built on the need for about $90 oil to fund the 
kingdom. This sounds like dumping a commodity into a market in order to enhance its own market 
share. When Honda tried that with motor cycles the US dragged them into world trade court and won 
the case. So how is this different with oil? True the Saudis can physically discover and lift the oil 
very cheaply but they can’t run their kingdom based on that narrow definition of their cost to pro-
duce. They are dumping for a purpose and one part of that is to kill the US successful shale develop-
ment. The Saudis declared economic war on the US oil business, they will not allow the US to wean 
itself from the need for as much imported oil as the Saudis see fit. The US oil industry could probably 
live well, and all its workers, mineral owners, and secondary economic benefiters, with a real world 
price of oil if such could be determined but as long as the Saudis dump OPEC oil on the market, sig-
nificant parts of the US economy will suffer.   
 
  The above rant is not the official position of MGS and only reflects the frustrated opinion of the au-
thor. 
 
Jack Moody      



FEBRUARY SPEAKER 
Ezat Heydari 

Dr. Ezat Heydari completed his undergraduate education in Geology at the University of 
Tehran, Iran in 1974. He received a M.S. degree in Geology from the Penn State Univer-
sity in 1981. His thesis was on structural geology of the Resting Spring Range around the 
town of Shoshone in southern California. Heydari completed his Ph.D. degree at Louisi-
ana State University in 1990. His dissertation revolved around burial diagenesis of the 
Smackover Formation in southeastern Mississippi.  
 
He has worked as a research professor at LSU and as a researcher at the Mississippi Of-
fice of Geology. He is currently a Professor of Geoscience at Jackson State University. 
 
He is specialized in sedimentology, petrography, low temperature geochemistry, and en-
vironmental geology. One of his active research projects include the study of Jurassic 
strata of the U.S. Gulf Coast in general and the Smackover Formation in particular. He 
studies reservoir quality, diagenesis, and depositional environments of these strata. Hey-
dari also investigates Permian and Triassic strata in order to determine the cause of this 
devastating mass extinction about 251 million years ago. He has the honor of being a sci-
ence team member of the NASA’s Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) mission to the planet 
Mars.  
 
He is the author of about 50 published research papers and over 60 conference presen-
tations. He was Associated Editor of the Journal of Sedimentary Research (1997 – 2004), 
Guest Co-Editor of Special volume of Tectonophysics (2008), Guest Co-Editor of a Spe-
cial Issue in Global and Planetary Change (2010), and the reviewer of several texts 
books including the first edition of the Environmental Geology Today (2013), the third edi-
tion of Blue Planet (2011), and the eight edition of Physical Science (2009).  



JANUARY SPEAKER 
Lawrence R. Baria 

A special thanks to our friend Larry Baria for 
a great talk last month on the Smackover in  
S. Alabama. Cheers! 
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Parker Creek Prospect 

DISCOVERY WELL 
Roundtree & Associates  

Gladys Knight #1 
Mudlog 



PAST & PRESENT PROSPECTS 
Parker Creek Prospect 

DISCOVERY WELL 
Roundtree & Associates  

Gladys Knight #1 
Induction Log 

Many Thanks to 
David Hancock 

of  
Roundtree & Associates 





MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

ENERGY BRIEF 2016 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

 
 The Energy Brief 2016, presented by the Mississippi Energy Institute, was held in the Jackson 
Convention Complex on January 19, 2016, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., with over 400 in attendance.  
Speakers included Lieutenant Governor Tate Reeves, President and Founder of the Center for Industrial 
Progress Alex Epstein, Speaker of the House Philip Gunn, President and CEO of the American Associ-
ation of Blacks in Energy Paula R. Jackson, and former Governor Haley Barbour.  Former Governor 
Barbour (Figure 1) explained his role in creating the Mississippi Energy Institute in 2008 to give the 
energy industry a voice to counter growing opposition to fossil fuels.  Barbour also talked about the im-
portance of the minerals industry to the economy of the state, including the new lignite-fueled Kemper 
County Power Plant.  According to Barbour, “Abundant, affordable, American energy is critical to our 
way of life.” 



MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Alex Epstein (Figure 2) of the Center for Industrial Progress gave the Special Address.  Epstein is the 
author of the New York Times bestseller The Moral Case for Fossil Fuels.  He said that he majored in 
Philosophy at Duke University, but was interested in philosophic ideas that made a difference in the 
real world.  Thus, he applied his skills in examining the positive and negative roles of fossils fuels in 
today’s society.  His conclusion was that: “Fossil fuel use translates to increase in life expectancy and 
GDP.  Without fossil fuels, quality of life continuously suffers.”  



MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Figure 3 is a slide showing the increase in energy use between 1980 and 2012, with non-fossil 
fuels continuing to play a minor role in energy production.  



MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Figure 4 shows the dire prediction that carbon-induced climate change will kill as many as a bil-
lion people in the next four years.  To the contrary, if fossil fuels were abandoned, a billion peo-
ple might starve to death as our agricultural production and transportation network depend on 
these fuels. 



MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Paula Jackson (Figure 5) of the American Association of Blacks in Energy discussed diversity in the 
workplace and the next generation in the energy sector workforce.  Some thirty years ago business 
sought to hire minorities because it was the right thing to do.  Then business hired minorities so that 
their staff looked like the people they served.  Now among the millennial generation, the minorities 
are the majority due to a large influx of Asians and Hispanics in the workplace.  According to Jack-
son, “The average job life span of today’s 25 year old is two years.  We need to figure out how to 
impassion these millennials to stay.  Today’s graduates don’t want to work for Google; they want to 
create the NEXT Google – our industry needs to tap into that innovative mindset.”  So, if you have 
millennials, communicate the purpose and meaningfulness of their work in a way they can buy in-
to—and hopefully they will stay with the job. 



MSU GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Research Projects: MS & PhD 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
April is coming fast and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 
Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most out-
standing overall students for the 2015-2016 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 





BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

I. Meade Hufford 
Alvin Byrd 

Maurice Birdwell 
Joe White 

Tom McMillan 
Chris Franks 

Geodigital Consulting, LLC 
Rick Ericksen 

Joseph & Melinda Boland 
William & Liz Boland 

Bill & Judy Boland 
Dave Cate 

Tony Stuart 
Bob Schneeflock 
Jacob Pongetti 

Thank you for your generous  
contributions to the Boland Scholarship 

Fund 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 





 

 
 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes*                 Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate                                      Stanley King 
 
 
 
* deceased 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2015-2016 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



2015-2016 MGS MEMBERS  
 

*This list is updated monthly. Please contact Bill Bagnall if you have questions. 

Ken Adams 

Bill Bagnall 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes 

Tiffany Berry 

Maurice Birdwell 

Alvin Byrd 

Dawn Bissell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Chris Bowen 

Keith Bowman 

Robert Branson 

Terry Bryant 

J. C. Carlisle 

Dave Cate 

MaƩ Caton 

Kayla Calhoun 

Charles Coney 

Phil Cook 

Robert CraŌ 

Jamie Crawford 

Andrew Cummings 

David Dockery 

Rick Ericksen 

Jo EvereƩ 

Jim Files 

Edward Flynt 

Chris Franks 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Tom Giosa 

Danny Harrelson 

Jamie Harris 

Frank Heitmuller 

Dan Herlihy 

Robert Herr 

David Higgenbotham 

Paige Hilburn 

David Hilton 

Ralph Hines 

Todd Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Ed Hollingsworth 

I. Meade Hufford 

Kevin Jeffreys 

Lars Johnson 

Joe Johnson 

Fred Katzenmeyer 

Karl Kaufmann 

Emilie Kelly 

Stanley King 

Brenda Kirkland 

Cragin Knox 

James Landrem 

Jonathan Leard 

Cody Lenert 

Howard Lowery 

Joe LoƩ 

Joe McDuff 

Tom McMillan 

Drew Mills  

Jim Michael 

Jonney Mitchell 

Jack Moody 

Charlie Morrison 

Asa Mullenaxx 

Jess New 

James Nix 

James Norris 

Aleksandra Novak 

Charles Peel 

Jim Rawls 

Philip Reeves 

Armando Ricci 

Julius Ridgeway 

Darrel Schmitz 

Bob Schneeflock 

Thomas Seitz 

George Self 

Jacob Sharp 

Jeremi Simmons 

Chales Smith 

Harry Spooner 

Lindsay Stewart 

John Sullivan 

Andy Sylte 

Tom Sylte 

Mike Taylor 

Sid Thompson 

Stan Theiling 

Janet Verret 

WaƩs Ueltschey 

Wayne Upchurch 

Steve Walkinshaw 

Vaughn Watkins 

Jeremy Weremelchik 

Robert Weyman 

Joe White 

Charlie Williams  

Mark WyaƩ 

Jerry Zoble 

Roy Geoghegan Lynn Boone  Mark Getscher 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2015 – May 2016 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 





  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957          Ben Ploch  
1957-1958          Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  
  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979          Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981          Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983      James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984      Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985      C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997         Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998         George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999         Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000        Stanley King 
2000-2001        John C. Marble 
2001-2002        Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003        Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004        John G. Cox 
2004-2005        James E. Starnes  
2005-2006      Todd Hines 
2006-2007      Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008      Tony Stuart 
2008-2009      Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010      Joe Johnson 
2010-2011       Brian Sims 
2011-2012       Stanley King 
2012-2013      Jim Files 
2013-2014       Neil Barnes 
2014-2015       Ezat Heydari 

MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
 


