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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Ezat Heydari 

Greetings: 
 
When I was a graduate student, I had a desperate need for information and I still do. My needs were primarily 
limited to scientific journal articles. To go through volumes of reference books about published geology articles 
was truly cumbersome. 
 
It was a heaven when GeoRef search engine came along in early to mid 1980's. Type "dolomite" in the 
"keyword" tab and there it was 1000s of references about dolomite. Of course, it was impossible to track or to 
locate these articles about dolomites. Latter, I learned to limit my searches to exactly what I wanted to know 
about dolomite to limit the results to several hundreds which could be tracked, copied, and read. So, GeoRef 
became my new toy. 
 
However, the work began after the Georef search was completed. In afternoons I took trips to the library filling 
my backpack with as many journals that I could carry. Next day, articles were copied, read, and filed. You can 
imagine how time consuming that was. Fortunately, my department gave us free access to copiers. 
 
When I moved to Mississippi, I realize what I had done. Relocating 20 cabinets full of articles was not easy. 
Electronic publishing in late 1990's became a solution. Trips to the library, coping, and cataloging were no long-
er needed. Just down load the articles in a PDF form and save them on your desk top. It was automatically cat-
aloged and searchable. The problem now was having access to these electronic journals. 
 
The hurdle of "access to journals" is also being removed. Slowly but surely we are moving in the direction of 
free access to data. Open access journals are leading the way. Access for fee journals are changing their ways 
and are becoming open access one by one. The best is this: you can now upload that one U-haul load of arti-
cles onto your Ipad and practically have your library with you where ever you go. This is truly a blessing. 
 
Let us look forward to the day when we have most or all of information related to the Geology of Mississippi 
electronically and in free access for everyone. A few days ago I ran into a site (http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/ngmdb/
ngmdb_home.html) where geologic maps of all States in the Union and even their quadrangle maps are now 
electronic and available to all. 
 
I look forward to see you on Thursday. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Ezat 



 September  11, 2014 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  9, 2014 John Allen 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  13, 2014 Carl Fiduk 
Tectonics and Depositional Episodes of the GOM 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 5, 2014 MAPL Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Duling Hall - 7pm  

 January 8, 2015 
      

Frank Vincent 
Shallow Oil “Re-Discovery” at Washington Field 

 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 12, 2015 David T. Dockery III, RPG  
Structural Geology of MS and Oil and Gas Fields 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 12, 2015 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 9, 2015 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 14, 2015  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2013-2014 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 4, 2014 

October 7, 2014 

        November 11, 2014 

        January 6, 2015 

        February 10, 2015 

        March 10, 2015 

        April 7, 2015 

        May 12, 2015 



JANUARY SPEAKER 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

Dr. David T. Dockery III, RPG 
 
Native of Jackson, Mississippi.  
B.S. in Petroleum Geology from Mississippi State University.  
M.S. in Geology from the University of Mississippi.  
Ph.D. from Tulane University -- first student in the Tulane-Duke-Emery 
Ph.D. Geology consortium (studied at Duke for one year).  
Worked as Chief of the Surface Geology Division for the Mississippi  
Geological Survey (now Office of Geology) from 1978 to present.  
Author of the Mississippi stratigraphic columns for AAPG's COSUNA Gulf 
Coast chart.  

Taught Invertebrate Paleontology at Millsaps College for several years (had Brian Sims, James Sparks, 
and Steve Walkinshaw as students in the same class in the Spring of 1981).  
Was the first recipient of the Gilbert Harris Award in recognition of excellence in systematic paleontology 
in 1993 awarded by the Paleontological Research Institution of Ithaca, New York.  
Recipient of the Gulf Coast Section of SEPM Distinguished Service Award 1993.  
Published 9 books concerning Mississippi paleontology and geology and contributed chapters to volumes 
on the Paleocene-Eocene boundary and Eocene-Oligocene boundary published by Columbia University 
Press.  
Patronymic species: I've had 13 fossil species named after me, including one crinoid, two fish, one mam-
mal, and 9 mollusks.  
One gastropod species I named in 1977 was recently discovered to have "living fossil" extant species in 
the Indo-Pacific realm.  
 

        The Structural Geology of Mississippi and the Occurrence of Oil and Gas Fields 
 
        Abstract:  Mississippi's geology is largely the story of three sedimentary basins and the uplifts that 
bound them. The Black Warrior Basin is bound by the ancient continent Laurentia to the north, the 
Ouachita Tectonic Belt to the southwest, and the Appalachian Tectonic Belt to the southeast.  The 
northern part of the basin contains basinward (down to the south) normal faults, while the basin is 
bound to the south by northward projecting thrust faults in the Ouachita and Appalachian belts.  The 
Black Warrior Basin records the assembly of the Supercontinent Pangea, from a period of basin exten-
sion to basin closure, with the collision of Laurentia and the Gondwana African-South American com-
ponents in Permian time.  Triassic rifting along the southern margin of the Ouachita Tectonic Belt, cre-
ated the Mississippi Interior Salt Basin and the incipient Gulf of Mexico.  Jurassic rifting expanded the 
Gulf of Mexico and created a failed rift system and associated igneous activity along the axis of the 
present-day Mississippi Embayment.  In Cretaceous time, igneous activity migrated southward to the 
Sharkey Platform and the Jackson Dome, and even as far south as the Door Point Volcano at the 
mouth of the Mississippi River.   Bounding the the Mississippi Interior Salt Basin to the south are a se-
ries of structural highs, some of Permian age (i.e. the Wiggins Uplift) and some created in early Ter-
tiary time.  South of these highs, is the present Gulf of Mexico Basin and its thick sequence of Neo-
gene sediments.  Paleozoic oil and gas fields are restricted to the Black Warrior Basin; Jurassic, Cre-
taceous, and Paleogene fields occur in the Mississippi Interior Salt Basin, and Neogene fields are pre-
sent in coastal Mississippi on the northern margin of the Gulf of Mexico Basin.  



SEMINAR 
 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 







MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

REPAIRING THE MANSHIP HOUSE FOUNDATION 
 
The first page of Clarion-Ledger’s January 25, 2013, Metro-State section contained an article 
by Sherry Lucas entitled “Manship house repairs unearth little treasures.”  The Manship House 
Museum, once home to Civil War Jackson Mayor Charles Henry Manship, was closed for re-
pairs in July 2010 after shifting in the Yazoo Clay moved the foundation more than 13.5 inch-
es out of level.  This was not the first foundation repair of the structure.  In 1980, the founda-
tion was repaired after the building moved 8 inches out of level.  The Manship House Museum 
is part of the museum division of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.  The 
current foundation repair is Phase One of the building’s restoration.  Museum division director 
Lucy Allen described the repair as “major surgery,” noting that three chimneys had to be de-
molished and rebuilt from the bottom up (not to mention lifting the whole house off its founda-
tion on steel I beams).  Allen added, “With Phase One, we’re on solid footing—no pun intend-
ed.” 
 The Clarion-Ledger article reported that, in addition to historical artifacts found during 
the excavation, there were “blue-tinged hunks of fossil-dotted clay” in the “stable layer 40 feet 
down.”  In August 2012, I answered a request from Manship House Museum director Mari-
lynn Jones to examine the fossils excavated from the construction of the building’s new pilings 
(Figure 1).   



MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

As it happened, I arrived to examine the excavated spoil when no workers were present.  The 
spoil contained cuttings of bedrock strata in reverse order, with the brown weathered Yazoo 
on the bottom and the unweathered blue-gray clay from the “stable layer” forty feet down on 
top.  The blue-gray Yazoo Clay contained chalky fossil seashells (Figure 2).  



MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

In October of 2013, work on a new perimeter foundation skirt was underway in spectacular fashion 
with a trailer-mounted boom concrete pump, pumping concrete over a building to the foundation 
site.  Usually when I go with a camera to a construction site, I’m greeted by a big burly foreman 
who wants an account of what I’m doing—but, not this time.  The big burly man was the site engi-
neer, Britt Maxwell, a classmate from MSU (Figure 3).   

Maxwell has fixed many foundations in the Jackson area and, from years of experience, has developed 
a formula of what to do when a foundation moves on the Yazoo Clay.  The clay does not move and 
stop; it keeps shifting over the years.  Figure 4 shows what repairs are required based on a founda-
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Environmental Scientist/Geologist 

 
We are EnSafe Inc., an employee-owned, global professional services firm. We strive to 
provide cutting-edge, creative solutions for our clients.  We are currently accepting appli-
cations for a staff level geologist, with an environmental focus to support several clients 
out of our Jackson, MS.   
 
Responsibilities include but are not limited to: performing site investigation activities, re-
medial system design and operation, subcontractor oversight; preparation of work plans; 
management of field health and safety, drilling, and scheduling; writing technical reports; 
and making technical recommendations for site assessment and remediation activities.  
Experience managing project schedules, staffing, and budgets is a plus, as is experience 
conducting Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs).  We require a minimum of a 
BS in Geology with two to five years of experience.  HAZWOPER training and certification 
is required.   
 
Our employees are outgoing, self-motivated, and thrive in a fast-paced consulting envi-
ronment.  Communication, written and verbal, is also critical to success.  Overnight and 
air travel will be required. 
 
We offer a competitive salary and benefits, an outstanding work environment, and the 
opportunity to work on some really cool projects.  For consideration, submit your cover 
letter, salary expectations, and resume to:  resume@ensafe.com 
 
Check us out on the web at:  www.ensafe.com 
EEO/AA 

mailto:resume@ensafe.com�




BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 
Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most out-
standing overall students for the 2014-2015 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous 
donations to the Boland Scholarship Fund! 

 
Dave Cate 

 
George T. Smith 

 
Jack Douglas 

 
Chris Franks 

 
I. Meade Hufford 

 
Maurice Birdwell 

 
Charlie Williams 

 
Jim Michael 



2014-2015 MGS MEMBERS  
 

* This list is updated on a monthy basis. 
Please contact Bill Bagnall if you have any questions. 
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Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy* 
  
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch*          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
David Cate 
 
 
 
* deceased 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2014-2015 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2013 – May 2014 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 







  

1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
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