
    Volume 63              No. 5                   January 2015 

www.missgeo.com 

JANUARY SPEAKER: FRANK VINCENT 
SHALLOW OIL “RE-DISCOVERY” AT WASHINGTON FIELD 
 
DAVID E. THOMPSON RETIREMENT 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO GEOLOGIC MAPPING IN MISSISSIPPI 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI: 
THE TUSCALOOSA MARINE SHALE 

         
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 



MGS  2014-2015  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

 Officers 
          

President Ezat Heydari Jackson State j00103248@jsums.edu (601) 979-4230 

1st Vice President Jack Moody Independant   

2nd Vice President Joe Johnson Spooner jjohnson@spoonercompanies.com (601) 898-7444 

Treasurer Bill Bagnall BLM wbagnall@blm.gov (601)-977-5417 

Webmaster Steve Walkinshaw Vision Exploration steve@visionexploraƟon.com (601) 607-3227 

Advertising Matt Caton Tellus Operating mcaton@tellusoperaƟng.com (601) 898-7444 

Editor Matt Caton Tellus Operating mcaton@tellusoperaƟng.com (601) 898-7444 

           

Boland Scholarship 
          

President Jack Moody Independant    

Secretary Dave Cate Pruet Oil   (601) 948-5279 

Members Joe Johnson Spooner     

Tony Stuart Venture Oil  & Gas (601) 428-7725 

James Starnes MDEQ   

Bob Schneeflock Geodigital Consulting (601) 853-0701 

          

Honorary Membership 
          

Chairman Charles H. Williams, Jr. Vaughey & Vaughey   (601) 982-1212 

Members Dudley J. Hughes Hughes South Corp.   (601) 420-9892 

E. Ralph Hines Moon-Hines (601) 572-8300 

Jerry Zoble Independent   

          

MGS Representatives 
          

AAPG Maurice Birdwell Independent   (601) 936-6939 
GCAGS Danny Harrelson U.S. Army R&D   (601) 634-2685 

          

Other 
          

Environmental John Ryan Allen    (601) 936-4440 

Historian Stanley King Independent   (601) 842-3539 

mailto:nbarnes@tellusoperating.com�
mailto:jjohnson@tellusoperating.com�
mailto:william_bagnall@blm.gov�
mailto:steve@visionexploration.com�
mailto:mcaton@tellusoperating.com�
mailto:mcaton@tellusoperating.com�


PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Ezat Heydari 



 September  11, 2014 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  9, 2014 John Allen 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  13, 2014 Carl Fiduk 
Tectonics and Depositional Episodes of the GOM 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December 5, 2014 MAPL Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Duling Hall - 7pm  

 January 8, 2015 
      

Frank Vincent 
Shallow Oil “Re-Discovery” at Washington Field 

 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 12, 2015 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 12, 2015 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 9, 2015 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 14, 2015  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

2013-2014 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 
     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        September 4, 2014 

October 7, 2014 

        November 11, 2014 

        January 6, 2015 

        February 10, 2015 

        March 10, 2015 

        April 7, 2015 

        May 12, 2015 



JANUARY SPEAKER 
Frank Vincent 

Frank S. Vincent 
 
 

  Frank S. Vincent is a naƟve of Haƫesburg, Mississippi and received his 
B.S. with a double‐major in Geology and Biology in 1971 from the University 
of Southern Mississippi.  He earned his M.S. in Geology in 1975 at Louisiana 
State University in Baton Rouge.   
  Mr. Vincent has over 40 years extensive experience as an ExploraƟon, 
ProducƟon, and EvaluaƟon Geologist in the Gulf Coast onshore and offshore, 
Permian Basin, ArkLaTex, Mid‐ConƟnent, and Southern & Central Rockies ar‐
eas.  He previously worked with ARCO, ENTEX, Caddo–Lyons Petroleum, and 
since 1982 has consulted  for over 30 separate companies and partnerships 
as an Independent ConsulƟng Senior Geologist while residing mostly in Lafa‐
yeƩe, Louisiana, but also spent 5 years in Albuquerque, New Mexico, where 
he was ExploraƟon Manager for Chace Oil Company.   He  is the President of 
Upstart ExploraƟon, Inc., in LafayeƩe, Louisiana. 
  Mr.  Vincent  is  a  CerƟfied  Petroleum Geologist  as  a member  of  the 
American AssociaƟon of Petroleum Geologists, a former AAPG Delegate rep‐
resenƟng the Albuquerque Geological Society, and has served as President, 
Vice‐President (twice), Director (three Ɵmes) of the LafayeƩe Geological So‐
ciety, and is an acƟve member in a number of other professional Geological 
socieƟes. 



JANUARY SPEAKER 
Frank Vincent 

Shallow Oil “Re-Discovery” at Washington Field: New Life 
from Abandoned, Thin, Multi-Pay, Mid-Frio Zones 

   
 

Frank S. Vincent 
Key Operating Company, 120 Oil Center Dr., Ste. 104, Lafayette, LA 70503 

  
 

ABSTRACT 
 
Washington Field in central St. Landry Parish, Louisiana, was discovered by Sohio in January 1952 
and had produced to cessation in mid-1990’s a total of 330 BCFG + 38 MMBL from upper Wilcox, 
Cockfield “B” and “D” sand intervals, and multiple thin pays in the shallower Oligocene middle-Frio 
sands section.  All original production was spread over 8,000-plus productive acres.   
 
The established mid-Frio sands section between -6,800’ to -7,900’± ss contains at least 10 to possibly 
12 thin oil-productive sand levels, and these had already accounted for 16 MMBO plus 35 BCFG plus 
large amounts of salt water (re-injected) produced by the mid-1990’s.  All mid-Frio oil came from 
very-gentle, low-relief, 20 to 80+ acre closures arrayed West-to-East along length of the axial crest of 
the structurally simple Washington Field Rollover Anticline and downthrown to the regional Washing-
ton Field Fault.  Multiple pays exist in more-or-less aligned and stacked separate four-way gentle clo-
sures - occasionally with some stratigraphic complexity, and include viable attic reserves “slightly 
above” previously perforated and produced intervals.  Economically viable thin-pay oil sections have 
ranged from a low of 3 feet up to a field-wide maximum observed 22 feet of oil column on water.   
 
Reactivated mid-Frio oil sands have produced approximately 260,000 BO (Jan. 2015) since our first 
#2 well began production in October 2008.  There are at present 5 new oilwells in the field with 3 cur-
rently active, 1 waiting on recompletion, and 1 very necessary SWDW. 
 
This simple “Play Type” is well suited for the individual independent geologist or smaller company 
who is looking in older (mostly-) abandoned fields to explore in “the shallower reaches” or for compa-
nies who have established deeper production and have observed thin tell-tale logged sand-top resis-
tiveties uphole (in high porosity / high permeability sands) that are high but seem “slightly off” the 
low-relief structural crest.  Also, this “Play Type” especially represents an opportunity to find reserves 
in older fields where there is no 3D available, but where there is enough “minimal” well-log control to 
build a closely-spaced series of sand-top structure maps using finer contour intervals of 10, 20, or at 
most 25 feet.  Success requires much meticulous subsurface well-log analysis and production history 
work while constructing numerous sand-top structure maps paying close attention to all of the smallest 
details. 







MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
David T. Dockery III, RPG 

DAVID E. THOMPSON’S RETIREMENT  
AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO GEOLOGIC MAPPING IN MISSISSIPPI 

 
A reception was held for David Thompson on November 25, 2014, at MDEQ’s 700 Building before his re-
tirement at the end of the month (figures 1-2).   
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Upon retirement he took a job with Plum Creek Timber.  Thompson joined MDEQ’s Surface Geology 
Division of the Office of Geology on March 2, 1992, a move from the office’s Mining Division.  That 
same month, during a visit to the Carnegie Museum of Natural History’s excavation site in Meridian, 
Mississippi, plans were set into motion to publish a volume on The Geology of Mississippi (in press, Uni-
versity Press of Mississippi) of which Thompson and I would be authors. During his tenure with the Sur-
face Geology Division, Thompson published seventy six 7.5-minute quadrangle geologic maps at a scale 
of 1:24,000 and the Holly Springs 30º x 60º Geologic Map at a scale of 1:100,000.  Thompson’s surface 
geologic maps included the footprints of the Red Hills Lignite Mine and the Liberty Lignite Mine at the 
time the mine applications were submitted (Figure 3).  



MGS MONTHY COLUMN 
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The geology sections of these applications included Thompson’s stratigraphy of the major lignite 
seams.  A correlation of the seams between the two mines is given in Figure 4.  
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Thompson also led the cooperative effort with the USGS to conduct a soil and stream sediment geo-
chemical map of Mississippi.  That map came into play in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina’s land-
fall on August 29, 2005, when claims of post-hurricane elevated levels of arsenic were dismissed 
based on Thompson’s coastal geochemical data published before the storm.  Besides his geologic 
maps, Thompson’s publications include five papers in Mississippi Geology, thirteen articles in 
MDEQ’s newsletter Environmental News, and, over a 22-year period from 1993-2014, twenty one 
abstracts/presentations at the annual meetings of the Mississippi Academy of Sciences as published 
in the Journal of the Mississippi Academy of Sciences.  Figure 5 shows the current status of pub-
lished 7.5-minute geologic maps in Mississippi.  
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Figure 6 is the Holly Springs 30º x 60º Geologic Map in northern Mississippi along the Tennessee 
State Line. 
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CURRENT PRICES 

 



JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Environmental Scientist/Geologist 

 
We are EnSafe Inc., an employee-owned, global professional services firm. We strive to 
provide cutting-edge, creative solutions for our clients.  We are currently accepting appli-
cations for a staff level geologist, with an environmental focus to support several clients 
out of our Jackson, MS.   
 
Responsibilities include but are not limited to: performing site investigation activities, re-
medial system design and operation, subcontractor oversight; preparation of work plans; 
management of field health and safety, drilling, and scheduling; writing technical reports; 
and making technical recommendations for site assessment and remediation activities.  
Experience managing project schedules, staffing, and budgets is a plus, as is experience 
conducting Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs).  We require a minimum of a 
BS in Geology with two to five years of experience.  HAZWOPER training and certification 
is required.   
 
Our employees are outgoing, self-motivated, and thrive in a fast-paced consulting envi-
ronment.  Communication, written and verbal, is also critical to success.  Overnight and 
air travel will be required. 
 
We offer a competitive salary and benefits, an outstanding work environment, and the 
opportunity to work on some really cool projects.  For consideration, submit your cover 
letter, salary expectations, and resume to:  resume@ensafe.com 
 
Check us out on the web at:  www.ensafe.com 
EEO/AA 

mailto:resume@ensafe.com�


IN MEMORIAM 
Robert Womack Jr 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 





BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 
Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most out-
standing overall students for the 2014-2015 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 



BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous 
donations to the Boland Scholarship Fund! 

 
Dave Cate 

 
George T. Smith 

 
Jack Douglas 

 
Chris Franks 

 
I. Meade Hufford 

 
Maurice Birdwell 

 
Charlie Williams 

 
Jim Michael 
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P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2014-2015 
 

Membership year is June through May 
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	Shallow Oil “Re-Discovery” at Washington Field: New Life from Abandoned, Thin, Multi-Pay, Mid-Frio Zones

	Frank S. Vincent

	Key Operating Company, 120 Oil Center Dr., Ste. 104, Lafayette, LA 70503

	ABSTRACT

	This simple “Play Type” is well suited for the individual independent geologist or smaller company who is looking in older (mostly-) abandoned fields to explore in “the shallower reaches” or for companies who have established deeper production and have observed thin tell-tale logged sand-top resistiveties uphole (in high porosity / high permeability sands) that are high but seem “slightly off” the low-relief structural crest.  Also, this “Play Type” especially represents an opportunity to find reserves in older fields where there is no 3D available, but where there is enough “minimal” well-log control to build a closely-spaced series of sand-top structure maps using finer contour intervals of 10, 20, or at most 25 feet.  Success requires much meticulous subsurface well-log analysis and production history work while constructing numerous sand-top structure maps paying close attention to all of the smallest details.


