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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
David Snodgrass, MSOGB 

MGS Members, 

  

Regardless of which side you lean, Politics stink!  Growing up, my father always said if you want to have (and 
keep) your friends then never discuss politics.  I have lived by that sage advice my entire life, until now.  For me, 
being a part of the oil and gas industry, one of our country’s most historic industries is a matter of pride for 
me.  The industry supports about 10 million jobs or 6 percent of total U.S. employment.  It is a BIG industry in 
this country.  So, it has become increasingly difficult to stay quiet, especially when I see our precious oil and gas 
industry attacked starting day one of a new administration.  By signing a slew of executive orders the new admin-
istration has essentially waged war on the oil and gas industry in favor of unproven, expensive renewable “green” 
alternatives.  Will the industry be decimated?  Hopefully not.  But with these policies in place the oil and gas in-
dustry as well as its workforce will suffer and unnecessarily so.  Higher energy prices at the national level are 
coming even though at the moment the U.S. is still energy independent.  So get ready. 

 Right now I would like to take some time to say goodbye to Charles "Charlie" Williams.  Obit -Madison - Charles 
"Charlie" Williams, passed away at his home on January 26, 2021 with his family by his side. Charlie was born 
April 7, 1934 in Tupelo, MS to Charles Henry "Hal" Williams, Sr. and Laura Irene Filgo Williams. 

 The Williams family later moved to Jackson where Charlie graduated from Central High School in 1952. Charlie 
attended Millsaps College where he obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in Geology. He was a proud member of 
the Millsaps chapter of Kappa Alpha Fraternity. In 1956, he attended the University of Texas and obtained his 
masters degree in Geology. Charlie married the love of his life, Vivian Shortridge in December of 1955. 

 After graduation, Charlie was employed by Monsanto Chemical and Oil Company but, shortly thereafter, was 
called into military service where he served in the Army for two years. He spent the majority of his time in Germa-
ny with the 11th Armored Cavalry. Vivian joined Charlie in Germany where their first child, Angela, was born. 

 After Serving in the Army, Charlie resumed his job as a Geologist with Monsanto in New Mexico. His first job 
was surface mapping in Northern Arizona which included Navajo and Hopi Indian Reservations. His work led the 
company to participate in one of the earliest oil discoveries in Arizona. Monsanto transferred Charlie to Midland, 
Texas for four years. From there, he was transferred to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1963. Despite his eight year 
success with Monsanto, Charlie and Vivian were homesick for Mississippi and returned home where he became 
Staff Geologist with the Mississippi Geological Survey. 
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Charlie authored several geological publications while at the Survey. After three years, he resigned to become Exploration 
Manager for Champex, and then left Champex to become President of the Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association, Missis-
sippi Alabama Division. He represented the industry in the legislative sessions of Alabama and Mississippi and Washing-
ton D.C. During Charlie's tenure, the industry faired very well legislatively in both states and many bills sponsored by the 
industry were enacted. In 1986, after 16 years of service, Charlie left Mid-Continent to join Vaughey and Vaughey as Gen-
eral Manager. He managed production in nine states as well as in Canada for the Vaughey families. In 2015, Charlie part-
nered in the purchase of Vaughey and Vaughey. He retired in 2019. 

 Charlie was active in many petroleum organizations. He served on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the 
U.S. Oil and Gas Association in Washington D.C. and for the Mississippi- Alabama Division. He served as Convention 
Chairman for the Gulf Coast Association Geological Societies in 1975. Charlie was also, President of the Capital City Club 
in 1979. He was a Charter Member of the 100 Club of Madison-Ridgeland where he served as Vice-President and served 
on the Board of Directors of the 100 Club of Jackson. He was on the Board of Tellus Operating Group and was a charter 
investor of FNC, Inc. where he was a trusted advisor. His support continued over many years and contributed to the success 
of the company. 

 Charlie's great loves were his family, music, traveling and Ole Miss football. He was an avid reader and interested in all 
things concerning the history of WW I and II. He loved being surrounded by his wife, children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. He made it a priority to share as many experiences with them as possible. He loved visiting the far corners 
of the globe with his wife, children and grandchildren. When he was in between trips, he could be found on the golf course 
surrounded by laughter and the comradery of his longtime golf group. Charlie always looked forward to his Tuesday and 
Friday lunch groups and Board Meeting dinners made up of great friends and great stories. He was known as a Southern 
Gentleman, a brilliant mind and a captivating storyteller. Friends began to refer to Charlie as "The Governor" or "Gov", a 
nickname that represents his social ease and the crowds of friends that surrounded him. 

 Charlie was predeceased by his parents, his daughter, Angela Williams Lang (John), and his sister Lela Carolyn Rosen-
baum (Neal). 

 He is survived by his loving wife of 65 years, Vivian Shortridge Williams, and children Leslie Hines (Todd), Charles Hen-
ry 'Hal", III, Erin Chevalier (Steven), son-in-law John Lang (Hannah) ; seven grandchildren, Jilly Lang Escude' (Mark 
Charles), Preston Lang Miller (Montgomery), Vivian Lang Robinson (Grant), Vaughan Hines Coffin (Robert), Allison 
Hines Mangialardi (John Finley), Ethan Chevalier and Ava Chevalier, as well as, his three great grandchildren Francie, 
Mark Charles and Sophie Escude'; his sister's children Cornelius Dutch Rosenbaum (Deborah), Laurie Williams (Bob) and 
Lee Rosenbaum (Angela) and sister-in-law Bertie Wade.   Rest in peace Charlie. 

 As previously mentioned, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic the MGS will continue postponing our monthly lunch-
eons.  However, Bob Herr (SPE) and myself are working out a plan to have ZOOM presentations in place hopefully by 
March 2021.   Please stay tuned.  

 David H. Snodgrass 

President, MGS 
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BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland Scholarship Fund 
would like to remind you that we want to honor the most outstanding overall  
students for the 2020-2021 year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
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MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Figure 1 



MONTHLY POST 
Dr. David T. Dockery lll RPG 

Figure 2 - Dick Martin at the type locality of the Mooreville Formation in a roadsite ditch at Mooreville, MS 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 



MONTHLY QUIZ 
Steve Walkinshaw 

OIL PATCH QUIZ 

Answers at end of Bulletin 
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MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2020-2021 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2020 – May 2021 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
 



MONTHLY QUIZ 
Steve Walkinshaw 

ANSWERS 
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