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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

David Snodgrass, MSOGB 

MGS Members, 

  

I hope everyone had Merry Christmas I wish you all a Covid-free Happy 2022 ! 

  

Unfortunately, there is nothing new to report this month.  Due to the Omicron Vari-

ant, we are once again waiting on the return of our monthly luncheons at the River 

Hills Country Club.    Please stay safe, stay tuned and enjoy the bulletin.  For now, 

take care. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

David H. Snodgrass 



2021-2022 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

 September Fall BBQ   Cancelled 

October Cancelled   Cancelled 

November TBD   Cancelled 

December 8 SPE Distinguished Lecturer   Online - 11:30am 

January TBD   River Hills - 11:30am 

February TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

March TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

April TBD   River Hills - 11:30am 

May  Boland Scholarship Awards   TBD 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 
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MGS SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

 

Faculty & Students, 

 

This is a new year and the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland 

Scholarship Fund would like to remind you that we want to honor the most out-

standing overall students for the 2021-2022 year. 

 

Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  

that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 

their community. 

 

We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at our monthly meetings. 

 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Matt Caton 

Editor 
 



MONTHLY POST 

James E. Starnes, RPG 

Outcrops of actual solid rocks always grab our attention while working as geologists in the coastal 
plain. Just recently, I received a phone call to examine one. It is an area for which we published a geo-
logic map just a few years ago. Therefore, I knew what I was likely to encounter in the Claiborne age 
geology exposed at the surface in the area. 
 

When I first arrived, I met a knowledgeable and avid fossil hunter, Christopher Michael 
Rego.  Christopher had stumbled upon the outcrop while searching for an elusive marine mollusk fossil
-bearing deposit (known as greensands) in the Middle Eocene age Winona Formation. The greensands 
of the Winona Formation are from a mineral, a silicate of iron, called glauconite. Instead of fossils, 
Christopher had found a spectacular outcrop of the geologically younger unit, the Kosciusko For-
mation. This large outcrop contains lithic-quality orthoquartzite, excellent for the manufacture of stone 
tools by prehistoric peoples in Mississippi. As a result of this outcrop investigation, we recorded what 
may be the first extensive prehistoric Kosciusko Quartzite quarry, if not the first one at all to ever be 
recorded. 
 

 
 
 



MONTHLY POST 

James E. Starnes, RPG 

Very little is known about the quarrying activities of Kosciusko Quartzite; however, we do know that 
Kosciusko Quartzite was utilized almost exclusively in the Early Archaic Period with the Pine Tree type 
points (8,500 to 8,000 years BP) and then again in the Woodland Period with the Collins type points 
(AD 500 to 1,000). Projectile points and other artifacts made from Kosciusko are found on archaeologi-
cal sites from our Delta Region across Mississippi east to the Alabama line. Additionally, during the out-
come investigation, the land manager for the property also showed us two nearby archaeological sites 
where he and the landowner had collected artifacts from. From just the initial study of the material 
exposed at the surface, both sites are most certainly Kosciusko Quartzite secondary processing sites 
directly related to quarrying activity at the outcrop. The first site seemed to be dominated by Kosciusko 
Quartzite debitage (waste material left from processing rock) and broken chert hammerstones (used to 
reduce the rock). The chert gravel hammerstones are not natural to the area and were transported to 
the site from the Pre-loess Terrace Gravels that outcrop several miles to the west. The second archaeo-
logical site we studied was a little further from the quarry than the first and was located adjacent to 
the nearby river floodplain. This second site seemed to have a similar assemblage to the first but with 
an increase in chert flakes suggesting an even broader array of activities that were conducted on the 
site in addition to the processing of Kosciusko Quartzite.  Site cards will be submitted to the site file at 
the Mississippi Department of Archives and History on all three sites for the scientific record and future 
study. A return trip is currently being planned to record both the landowner’s and the land manager’s 
collections from the sites to hopefully come up with some more diagnostics to paint a broader picture 
for our understanding of elusive Kosciusko Quartzite quarrying activities for the archaeological record. 
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Marketwatch 
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Steve Walkinshaw 

Answers at end of Bulletin 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
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MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2021-2022 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2021 – May 2022 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
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