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Greetings to all!   
 
Cool temperatures are finally here and the leaves are beginning their (sometimes) an-
nual showing-off.  It is hard to believe that this year is waning fast, when I am just 
getting used to the whole idea that it’s 2011.  Oh well, it’s good to be on this side of 
the grass.  I’m not really sure what is going on in the oil patch—if somebody knows, 
would you please ‘splain it to me? 
 
     I do know, however, that on WEDNESDAY, November 9th, we will have as our 
monthly luncheon speaker John B. Wagner, who will talk on the Norphlet as seen in 
the deepwater eastern Gulf of Mexico and comparisons to both modern and ancient 
analogs.  We will meet again at River Hills Club so make you plans to be there!  Note 
that this meeting is on WEDNESDAY, not the usual Thursday. 
 
     In mid-October I represented our Society at the GCAGS Annual Board Meeting 
which took place in Houston.  Although the Veracruz convention had to be cancelled 
due to security concerns, planning is in full swing for the 2012 Annual Convention to 
be held in Austin, TX.  You probably have already received a call for papers from 
Austin and/or GCAGS.  It looks like Austin is gearing up to put on a first-class con-
vention. 
 
     AAPG is asking societies for nominations for AAPG officers.  These are due in 
February, 2012, but if you have someone in mind you would like to nominate, please 
contact one of your MGS officers as soon as possible and let them know. 
 
     At our last luncheon meeting Jack Moody gave a brief synopsis of a program 
which has money available to help spur economic development in the state.  His letter 
appears in this bulletin.  As he asked at that time for input, I am likewise now asking 
that you consider this opportunity and let him or me or any of the officers know your 
thoughts. 
Thank you. 
 
     According to my calendar, this will be the last chance I have before Thanksgiving 
to admonish you not to eat too much turkey and such.  But I won’t—I will simply ask 
you to reflect upon the reasons we all have for thanksgiving and to be truly grateful.  
The calendar also says that we have an election day coming up next week.  Get out 
and exercise your right and privilege that so many have fought and died to preserve 
and protect. 
 
     I look forward to seeing you on WEDNESDAY, November 9, at the luncheon 
meeting! 
 
Stanley King 

MGS 



 September  8, 2011 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  13, 2011 Gas Hydrate: A Huge Emerging Energy Resource  
Art Johnson: Hydrate Energy International 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  9, 2011 The Jurassic Norphlet Formation of the Deep Water Eastern 
Gulf of Mexico: A Revisit of the Sedimentology of Aeolian 
Systems & Comparisons to both the Modern Namib Desert 
and Ancient Cedar Mesa Analogues: John B. Wagner* 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December ?, 2011 Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 12, 2012 
      

TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 9, 2012 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 8, 2012 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 12, 2012 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 10, 2012  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 4, 2011 

        September 1, 2011 

October 6, 2011 

        November 3, 2011 

        December 1, 2011 

        January 5, 2012 

        February 2, 2012 

        March 1, 2012 

        April 5, 2012 

        May 3, 2012 

 



MGS LUNCHEON SPEAKER:  
 
The Jurassic Norphlet Formation of the Deep Water Eastern Gulf of Mexico: 
A Revisit of the Sedimentology of Aeolian Systems & Comparisons to both the Modern Namib 
Desert and Ancient Cedar Mesa Analogues 
 
John B. Wagner* 
Nexen Petroleum, Inc. Dallas, Texas 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Aeolian systems consist of dune and interdune deposits that are intimately associated 
With a variety of extradunal facies (e.g., wadi, sabkha, sand sheet, alluvial fan, etc.).  The 
Jurassic Norphlet Formation is extensive buried Aeolian sandstone first discovered in 
1922 in Norphlet, Arkansas. Recent drilling in the deepwater eastern Gulf of Mexico, utilizing high-resolution 3D seis-
mic has led to further seaward extension of this vast aeolian system.   
 
Aeolian strata interpreted includes dune deposits characterized by grainflow, grainfall, and wind ripple, as well as in-
terdune deposits with dry, wet, and evaporitic interdune elements. Reservoir properties of these aeolian systems are 
shown to be related to primary depositional processes and post-depositional diagenetic modifications. Within these Ae-
olian reservoirs, sublayers of variable reservoir quality are shown to be directly related to the differential distribution of 
stratification types and are key to understanding the permeability anisotropy observed both vertically and horizontally. 
Analogs to this study include the modern Namib Desert in Namibia, Africa and the ancient Cedar Mesa (Permian) in 
Utah.  
 
Co-authors:  S. W. Douglas, N. Ball and R. J. Moiola 
 
 

Bio-  Dr. J. B. Wagner 
 
John received both his B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge and his Ph.D. in geol-
ogy at The University of Texas at Dallas.  He joined Nexen Petroleum in December of 2000 as Sedimentologist for Deep-water 
Exploration and Development and is currently Chief Geologist for Nexen Petroleum U.S.A.  Prior to joining the petroleum industry 
with Mobil Research & Development in 1987, his work ranged from field geologist in Alaska, to manager of a seismic crew, to 
coastal geologist for the Louisiana Geological Survey Coastal Geology Program.  John was a scientist on board the 1985 USGS/
IOS GLORIA survey of the deep-water Mississippi Fan, Gulf of Mexico which was a significant expedition in regards to our under-
standing of deep-water submarine fan systems.  He is a member of both the AAPG and SEPM and has served on Program Com-
mittees for the Gulf Coast Section Society of Economic Paleontologists and Mineralogists (GCSSEPM) Foundation Annual Re-
search Conferences and was the 2009 President of GCSSEPM.  Most recently, he was awarded the prestigious A.I. Levorsen 
Memorial Award for the best paper presented at the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) Gulf Coast Section 
meeting (GCAGS).  In addition to his role as Chief Geologist for Nexen Petroleum U.S.A., John is currently a Research Associate 
Professor at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, where he serves as graduate advisor and teaches graduate courses 
in the field of sedimentology and has published over 30 papers and abstracts.  His work travels have taken him from the rivers 
and streams of Sakhalin Island Russia, to the coast of Vietnam, to the jungles and mountains of Bolivia and Argentina. His pri-
mary research interests are focused on siliciclastic depositional systems both modern and ancient, sandstone sedimentology, res-
ervoir architecture, depositional systems analysis, and understanding the various allocyclic and autocyclic controls that influence 
deposition. 
 



Contributed by: 
Larry Baria 









FALL BBQ 2011 PICTURES 







THANKS TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS & THOSE THAT ATTENDED 



CANCELLED 



     TURN IT TO THE RIGHT! 

 SOURCE: Oil & Gas Asset Clearinghouse 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any articles that you want to 
share with the MGS membership? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something you read online or something you wrote. 
 
 

Please email them to the MGS Editor at mgs@treetop.us.com. 
 

 
We would like to add more content from the membership. 



  
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 
round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding earth 

science students at its annual  Honors Day meeting on April 7th, 2011.   
 

Since inception in 1980, the Society has honored 104 students with the Boland Award.   
If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail your 
check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

 
The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  

L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2011-2012 year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                           

MGS Honorary Members 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy*   
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
 
 
       * deceased 

Maurice Birdwell 
Maurice Meylan 

Julius Ridgway 
Chris Franks 
Donnie Lambert 

Ken McCarley 

Vaughan Watkins 

Kieth Gourges 

Philip Reeves 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2011-2012 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



The following are MGS members in good standing 

(O) - officer (H) - Honorary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Adams 

Bill Bagnall (O) 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes (O) 

Maurice Birdwell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Chris Bowen 

Alvin Byrd 

Dave Cate 

Matt Caton (O) 

Paul Day 

Charles Doubek 

Dave Easom 

Jim Files (O) 

J. Michael Fincher 

Chris Franks 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Erin Gilmore 

Max Gilpin 

Keith Gourgues 

Carl Grey 

Paul Gribas 

Tom Giosa 

Danny Harrelson 

Andrew Head 

James Harris 

Franklin Heitmuller 

Dan Herlihy 

Robert Herr 

David Hilton 

Todd Hines 

I Meade Hufford 

Lisa Ivshin 

Kevin Jefferys 

Dustin Johnson 

Lars Johnson 

Joe Johnson (O) 

Fred Katzenmeyer 

Karl Kaufmann  

Barbara Kearney 

Stanley King (O) 

Donnie Lambert 

James Landrem 

S. Cody Lenert 

James Libiez 

Michael Lieser 

 

 

 

 

Ken Magee 

Ken McCarley 

Joe McDuff 

Maurice Meylan 

James Michael 

David Miller 

Lew Murray 

Pat Moore 

Charlie Morrison 

James Nix 

James Norris 

Thang Pham 

Jeanne Phelps 

Robert Phillips 

William Potthoff 

Billy Powell 

Mike Rasmussen 

Philip Reeves 

Gail Russell 

Winston Russell 

Robert Schneeflock  

Mark Scott 

Thomas Bing Seitz 

George Self, Jr. 

C. David Senor 

Brendan Sidereas 

Drew Sills 

John Silvernail 

Kevin Skees 

Jim Sparks 

James Starnes 

Jim Stevens 

Edwin Stricker 

John Sullivan 

Andy Sylte 

Tom Sylte 

Michael Taylor 

Stan Thieling 

David Thompson 

Sid Thompson 

Wayne Upchurch 

Watts Ueltschey 

Steve Walker 

Steve Walkinshaw  

Fred Walsh 

Johnnie Wanger 

Rob Weyman 

Joe White 

Bradley Winton 

Stephen Richard Yancey 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2010 – May 2011 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
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BRIAN SIMS 
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JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 
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4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
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Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 
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PAST PRESIDENTS  
  
1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
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1978-1979       Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
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1982- 1983   James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984   Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985   C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
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1993-1994  Brian Sims  
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	Bio-  Dr. J. B. Wagner

	John received both his B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge and his Ph.D. in geology at The University of Texas at Dallas.  He joined Nexen Petroleum in December of 2000 as Sedimentologist for Deep-water Exploration and Development and is currently Chief Geologist for Nexen Petroleum U.S.A.  Prior to joining the petroleum industry with Mobil Research & Development in 1987, his work ranged from field geologist in Alaska, to manager of a seismic crew, to coastal geologist for the Louisiana Geological Survey Coastal Geology Program.  John was a scientist on board the 1985 USGS/IOS GLORIA survey of the deep-water Mississippi Fan, Gulf of Mexico which was a significant expedition in regards to our understanding of deep-water submarine fan systems.  He is a member of both the AAPG and SEPM and has served on Program Committees for the Gulf Coast Section Society of Economic Paleontologists and Mineralogists (GCSSEPM) Foundation Annual Research Conferences and was the 2009 President of GCSSEPM.  Most recently, he was awarded the prestigious A.I. Levorsen Memorial Award for the best paper presented at the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) Gulf Coast Section meeting (GCAGS).  In addition to his role as Chief Geologist for Nexen Petroleum U.S.A., John is currently a Research Associate Professor at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, where he serves as graduate advisor and teaches graduate courses in the field of sedimentology and has published over 30 papers and abstracts.  His work travels have taken him from the rivers and streams of Sakhalin Island Russia, to the coast of Vietnam, to the jungles and mountains of Bolivia and Argentina. His primary research interests are focused on siliciclastic depositional systems both modern and ancient, sandstone sedimentology, reservoir architecture, depositional systems analysis, and understanding the various allocyclic and autocyclic controls that influence deposition.

	                       Attorneys at Law

	                     William F. Blair

	MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

	PAST PRESIDENTS 
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