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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Stanley King 

 
 
 
  

Sunshine and warm temperatures have been noted more 
and more lately indicating an end to the gray of winter.  
Crude futures, although slipping recently due to increased 
Saudi production, are still high and staying strong.  Both 
good signs of optimism and natural gas prices… uh, well, I 
guess ‘two out of three ain’t bad’. 
 
Nonetheless, I believe the future is indeed bright for our in-
dustry and particularly for our Society.  We have recently, as 
was announced previously, completed scanning our 1969 
Wilcox ‘Red Book’ (actually green) and right now our Volume 
II Redbook is undergoing the same process.  By the time all 
is said and done we hope to have all our existing publications 
in modern format and available for purchase—and hopefully 
that will be soon. 
 
Speaking of soon, our March luncheon meeting will be held 
this Thursday, March 8, at 11:30 at River Hills Club.  Our 
speaker is Martin Cassidy from the Department of Geology at 
the University of Houston.  His talk is ‘Sub-aerial Basins Be-
low Sea Level Provide Unexpected Reservoirs’ and should 
prove to be an interesting and thought-provoking presenta-
tion.  Make your plans to attend. 
 
At our April monthly luncheon we will again be presenting 
Boland Scholarships to four up and coming geology students.  
In recent years this meeting has become more and more 
popular so mark your calendar now and plan to be there.  
The date is found in the Bulletin. 
 
Having nothing else of great import to share with you, I will 
stop here and saunter outside to enjoy the sunshine and blue 
sky. 
 
       Stanley King 



 September  8, 2011 Fall BBQ   Jackson Yacht Club-5:30pm 

 October  13, 2011 Gas Hydrate: A Huge Emerging Energy Resource  
Art Johnson: Hydrate Energy International 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 November  9, 2011 The Jurassic Norphlet Formation of the Deep Water Eastern 
Gulf of Mexico: A Revisit of the Sedimentology of Aeolian 
Systems & Comparisons to both the Modern Namib Desert 
and Ancient Cedar Mesa Analogues: John B. Wagner* 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 December , 2011 Christmas Party and Dance 
  

  Colonial Country Club 

 January 12, 2012 
      

Oil and Gas Finders Unite! 
New exploitation techniques in resource plays benefit geolo-
gists, engineers, and geophysicists alike 
 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 February 9, 2012 Geology and the Vicksburg Campaign of the 
American Civil War  

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 March 8, 2012 Sub-aerial Basins Below Sea Level Provide 
 Unexpected Reservoirs 

  River Hills – 11:30am 

 April 12, 2012 Boland Scholarship Awards   River Hills – 11:30am 

 May 10, 2012  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club– 5:30pm 

MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

        August 4, 2011 

        September 1, 2011 

October 6, 2011 

        November 3, 2011 

        December 1, 2011 

        January 5, 2012 

        February 2, 2012 

        March 1, 2012 

        April 5, 2012 

        May 3, 2012 



MGS LUNCHEON SPEAKER:  

Sub-aerial Basins Below Sea Level Provide Unexpected Reservoirs 
Cassidy, Martin M., Burke, Kevin 

Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
University of Houston, Houston, Texas 77204-5007 

mcassidy@uh.edu 

Abstract: 
       Throughout geologic history there have been large sub-aerial basins below sea level. There are two times in the plate tectonic cycle when 
such basins are likely to form: in rifting of cratons, examples being the Afar (- 410ft, below sea level) Southern North Sea (-750 ft.), and the 
South Atlantic basins; and when old basins are sealed off in collisions such as the Mediterranean during Messinian time (-10,000,ft.) the Black 
Sea (-550ft.), and the Gulf of Mexico (GOM) during deposition of the Norphlet samds in Jurassic and perhaps in the Paleocene Wilcox sands 
in basin depths (-6000ft.?) but in shallow water to subaerial.       
       Basins that were below sea level, but sub-aerial, influenced sedimentation and should influence interpretation of the tectonic history of the 
basins. Sub-aerial sediments do not necessarily mean basin uplift!    
       A desiccated sub-aerial basin below sea level  may be the site of extensive desert deposits. Winds pouring across the lip and down into a 
subaerial basin below sea level are heated by compression as they descend leading to exstreme descication evaporating brines to even deposit 
potassium salts. The same winds move sand dunes even into the deepest portions of the basin. Those potential reservoirs are not influenced by 
distance from shore, as are marine sands. The most significant event in a sub-aerial sub-sea basin is the sudden flooding upon entry of the sea. 
Unlike a marine transgression that reworks sediments on gradually submerged land, the sea fills the empty basin like filling a bathtub. The sea 
rises to flood the surface with little disturbance covering the terrain in a geologic moment. Sand dunes are drowned, preserving their shapes 
and cross bedding, as in Permian Rotliegend of the Southern North Sea. Porosity of sandstone may be preserved due to desert conditions lead-
ing to chlorite overgrowths on quartz, as is true of Norphlet Sandstone of the GOM. 
        Canyons cut to grade with the basin floor are distinctive of former sub-aerial sub-sea basins. They bring coarse clastics to the basin floor. 
Such buried canyons are found all around the Mediterranean and western Gulf of Mexico  
       After the flood mainly fine clay, carbonates, and organic matter settle out of the anoxic water. Rising H2S from rotting vegetation of the 
suddenly drowned landscape precipitates metals from the ocean water and may cause metal rich fine sediments such as the Kupferschiefer that 
overlies the sand dunes of the Rotliegend. The fines drape over the preexisting dunes like a blanket of snow, following the curves of the former 
landscape. 
       In a basin containing a drowned desert environment can be found reservoirs that might not be expected if a uniformly marine basin model 
is used in interpretation and exploration. Realization that one may be dealing with desert sedimentation can result in interpretations that extend 
successful oil and gas plays and predict locations of new ones. 

Martin M. Cassidy 
Education: 
Ph.D. Geology 2005 University of Houston. 
M.S. Geology 1964 University of Oklahoma. 
B.A. Geology cum Laude1955 Harvard University. 
 
Experience: 
Dec.2005-Present Research Scientist, Dept. of Geology, University  
                               of Houston study of CO2 and Consultant Petroleum Geologist. 
June 1994- 2005    Graduate student U. of H. and Consultant Petroleum Geologist.  
1991 – 1994           Amoco International New Ventures regional assessment. 
1988 -  1991           Amoco International New Ventures Indonesia. 
1986 – 1988           Amoco Production Technical Advisor New Orleans. 
1984 – 1986               Amoco (U.K.) Exploration Company Exploration Manager, London, England. 
1982 -  1984           Amoco (U.K.) Exploration Company Division Operations Supervisor 
1973 – 1982           Amoco International Exploration Company Various assignments including 
                               New Ventures in Middle East, Far East Exploration operations Manager. 
1969 – 1973           Pan American Libya oil Company Chief Geologist , Tripoli, Libya. 
1962 – 1969           Pan American Petroleum Company, Geologist, South Texas oil and gas and 
                               High Island sulfur exploration and development. 
1960 – 1962               Harvard University Teaching Fellow. 
1958 – 1960           M.S. University of Oklahoma. 
1956 – 1958           U.S. Air Force Ammunition Supply Officer, Korea. Denver. 
1955 – 1956           Standard of Texas, Geologist. 
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Louisiana: Smackover Brown dense drilling progresses 
 

 
 
 
Southwestern Energy Co., Houston, is drilling its third well in the Jurassic Lower Smack-
over Brown dense play in southern Arkansas and northern Louisiana, in which it has ac-
quired 520,619 net acres. 
 
The BML 31-22 1-1H well is in Union Parish, La., was spudded in February 2012, the 
same month in which the company completed its first well in the play, the Roberson 18-19 
1-15H, in Columbia County, Ark. 
 
The Robertson well has a 3,600-ft lateral in the lower third of the target formation, and to-
tal depth is 9,369 ft measured depth. Core analysis indicated this section had some of the 
lowest permeability in the entire interval. 
Southwestern said the well has been producing from eight of 11 fractured stimulated stages 
for 20 days of an expected 20 to 30-day clean-up period. Oil production began on the 
eighth day, and the company expressed encouragement with the highest 24-hr rates to date 
of 103 b/d of oil, 200 Mcfd of gas, and 1,009 b/d of water with 45% of load recovered. 
 
The company’s second well, the Garrett 7-23-5H 1 in Claiborne Parish, La., was drilled to 
a vertical depth in February 2012 at 10,863 ft with a 6,536-ft horizontal lateral steered into 
the top of the interval. It drilled faster and had better oil shows than the first well. 

Contributed by: 
MGS Editor 
 
Source: http://www.ogj.com/articles/2012/02/louisiana-smackover-brown-
dense-drilling-progresses.html?cmpid=EnlDailyMarch12012 



Test your Historical Knowledge of the Mississippi Oil Patch! 
 

Match the old or original field name with the current/approved name: 
 
 

Original name    Current name 
 
1. Grubb Springs    A.  Pickens 
 
2.    Pickwick    B.  Carson 
 
3.  Lucas     C. Hamilton 
 
4. McLaurin    D. Orange 
 
5. Sharpsburg    E. East Dexter 
 
6. Rose Hill    F. Ralston 
 
7. Antioch Church   G. Whitesand 
 
8.  What field was named for a community that once was known as ‘Grubtoe’? 
 
9.  The old design and format of the Mississippi Oil and Gas Board monthly production 
     bulletins was originally found on publications of what volunteer entity? 
 
BONUS QUESTION:  After this date, a red stripe and red lettering appeared on Miss. Oil & Gas 
Board monthly publications; prior to this date the stripe was gray. 
 
 

ANSWERS IN NEXT MONTH’S MGS BULLETIN !! 

Contributed by: 
Stanley King 









Contributed by: 
James Starnes 



     TURN IT TO THE RIGHT! 

 SOURCE: Oil & Gas Asset Clearinghouse 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any articles that you want to 
share with the MGS membership? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something you read online or something you wrote. 
 
 

Please email them to the MGS Editor at mgs@treetop.us.com. 
 

 
We would like to add more content from the membership. 



Attention MGS Members: 
 
June 2012 will be the last month the MGS Bulletin will 
printed and mailed out. From that point on the only ver-
sion will be in digital .PDF file format. 



  
MGS BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Society’s L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund is open to donations (tax deductible) year 
round.  Your contribution will help the Society recognize and reward outstanding earth 

science students at its annual  Honors Day meeting on April 12th, 2012.   
 

Since inception in 1982, the Society has honored 112 students with the Boland Award.   
If you would like to contribute, please contact Dave Cate at 601-718-9397 or mail your 
check (L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund) to him at 217 W. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201. 

 
The MGS gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to the  

L. F. Boland Scholarship Fund for the 2011-2012 year. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                           

MGS Honorary Members 
 

Esther Applin*                  Paul Applin*   Lawrence F. Boland*  
 
Verne Culbertson *                 H. Leroy Francis*  Jim Furrh* 
 
David C. Harrell*         Oleta R. Harrell*           Ralph Hines                         
 
Dudley J. Hughes                  Urban B. Hughes*              Wendell B. Johnson *   
 
Walter P. Jones*                  Harold Karges*                  Wilbur H. Knight*           
 
Winnie McGlammery*                 Thomas McGlothin*           Frederic F. Mellen*           
 
Maurice E. Miesse*        Emil Monsour*           William H. Moore*            
 
Marvin E. Norman*                 Marvin L. Oxley*                Richard R. Priddy*   
 
Thurston Connell Rader*             Baxter Smith*             Harry V. Spooner            
 
Henry Toler*                 H. Vaughn Watkins              Stewart W. Welch          
 
Charles H. Williams                      Jerry Zoble                          Julius Ridgeway 
 
 
 
       * deceased 

Maurice Birdwell 
Maurice Meylan 

Julius Ridgway 
Chris Franks 
Donnie Lambert 

Ken McCarley 

Vaughan Watkins 

Kieth Gourges 

Philip Reeves 
Dave Cate 
Joe Mcduff 

Stewart & Jane Welch- “In Memory 
of Fleming Browning, Dee Layman and 
Jim Furrh”  Jim Michael 

Jak Douglas 

Tony Stuart 

I. Meade Hufford 

Terry Bryant 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2011-2012 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



The following are MGS members in good standing 

(O) - officer (H) - Honorary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Adams 

Les Altman 

Bill Bagnall (O) 

Larry Baria 

Neil Barnes (O) 

Maurice Birdwell 

Randy Bissell 

Michael Bograd 

Chris Bowen 

Terry Bryant 

Alvin Byrd 

Kyle Carlton 

Dave Cate 

Matt Caton (O) 

Charles Coney 

Steve Craft 

Paul Day 

Charles Doubek 

Jak Douglas 

Dave Easom 

Jo Everett 

Jim Files (O) 

J. Michael Fincher 

Chris Franks 

Stan Galicki 

Bob Gaston 

Erin Gilmore 

Max Gilpin 

Keith Gourgues 

Carl Grey 

Paul Gribas 

Tom Giosa 

Jeffrey Hall 

David Hancock 

Danny Harrelson 

Andrew Head 

James Harris 

Franklin Heitmuller 

Dan Herlihy 

Robert Herr 

David Hilton 

Todd Hines 

Johnny Holifield 

Bernard Holman 

I Meade Hufford 

Lisa Ivshin 

Kevin Jefferys 

Dustin Johnson 

Lars Johnson 

James (Jim) Johnson 

Joe Johnson (O) 

Fred Katzenmeyer 

Karl Kaufmann  

Barbara Kearney 

Stanley King (O) 

Donnie Lambert 

James Landrem 

S. Cody Lenert 

James Libiez 

Michael Lieser 

Joe Lott 

Ken Magee 

R. P. Major 

Ken McCarley 

Joe McDuff 

Phillip Meadows 

Maurice Meylan 

James Michael 

David Miller 

Dean Miller 

Lew Murray 

Jack Moody 

Pat Moore 

Charlie Morrison 

James Nix 

James Norris 

Frank Perkins 

Thang Pham 

Jeanne Phelps 

Robert Phillips 

William Potthoff 

Billy Powell 

Mike Rasmussen 

Philip Reeves 

Armondo Ricci 

Bill Ridgway 

Gail Russell 

Winston Russell 

Robert Schneeflock  

Mark Scott 

Thomas Bing Seitz 

George Self, Jr. 

C. David Senor 

Brendan Sidereas 

Drew Sills 

John Silvernail 

Kevin Skees 

Gary Slade 

Charles Smith 

George T. Smith 

Jim Sparks 

 

 

 

Michal Spooner 

James Starnes 

Jim Stevens 

Lindsey Stewart 

Edwin Stricker 

Tony Stuart 

John Sullivan 

Andy Sylte 

Tom Sylte 

Michael Taylor 

Stan Thieling 

David Thompson 

Sid Thompson 

Colby Thrash 

Wayne Upchurch 

Watts Ueltschey 

George Vockroth 

Steve Walker 

Steve Walkinshaw  

Fred Walsh 

Johnnie Wanger 

Mark Wyatt 

Rob Weyman 

Joe White 

Bradley Winton 

Robert Womack, Jr 

Stephen Richard Yancey 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2010 – May 2011 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



VANTAGE  OIL  COMPANY 
    7170 Tank Road                                             (601) 878-0593 
    Terry, MS  39170 

PRUET OIL COMPANY, LLC 
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

 
217 WEST CAPITOL STREET 

JACKSON, MS  39201 
 

OFFICE: (601) 948-5279      FAX: (601) 944-1281 

W. LESTER AULTMAN 
125 South Congress St., Suite 1212, Jackson, MS 39201 

Office (601) 353-2738                 Res. (601) 924-4830 



 

 

 
 

 

OPERATING GROUP, LLC 

602 Crescent Place, Suite 100 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

601-898-7444 Voice 

601-898-7446 Fax 
 

BRIAN SIMS 

EXPLOITATION GEOLOGIC MANAGER 

    
                                              Email: bsims@tellusoperating.com 



 BLAIR & BONDURANT, P.A. 
                       ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

                     WILLIAM F. BLAIR 
 
        P.O. Box 321423     1368 Old Fannin Road 
      Jackson, MS 39232               Suite 300 
Telephone: (601) 992-4477       Brandon, MS  39047 
Telecopier: (601) 992-9189      Email: 

ROUNDTREE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION  
210 Trace Colony Park Drive,   

Ridgeland, MS  39157    
Phone (601) 355-4530 

OWLCO 
 

Oil  Well  Logging  Company 
P. O. Box 1692 

Madison, MS  39130 
 

(601) 477-8315 



JAMES B. FURRH, Jr., Inc. 

Oil & Gas Exploration 

 
4450 Old Canton Road,  Suite 205,   

Jackson, MS  39211 
Phone (601) 982-9393    Fax (601) 982-9785 

 
Bryant Miller 

1837 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, MS  39202 

bryantgmiller@bryantgmiller.com 

YOUR AD HERE 

jhmcduff@charter.net 





MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
  

PAST PRESIDENTS  
  
1939-1940  Henry N. Toler  
1940-1941  Urban B. Hughes  
1941-1942  J. Tom McGlothlin  
1942-1943  Dave C. Harrell  
1943-1944  K. K. "Bob" Spooner  
1944-1945  L. R. McFarland  
1945-1946  J. B. Story  
1946-1947  Frederic F. Mellen  
1947-1948        H. Lee Spyres 

Robert D. Sprague  
1948-1949  Robert D. Sprague  
1949-1950  E. T. ""Mike" Monsour  
1950-1951  J. Tate Clark  

Charles E. Buck  
1951-1952  George W. Field  
1952-1953  James L. Md11in, Jr.  
1953-1954  Wilbur H. Knight  
1954-1955  A. Ed Blanton  
1955-1956  Gilbert A. Talley  
1956-1957       Ben Ploch  
1957-1958       Emil Monsour  
1958-1959  Charles Brown  
1959-1960  M. F. Kirby  
1960-1961  Rudy Ewing  
1961-1962  Xavier M. Franscogna  
1962-1963  Robert B. Ross  
1963-1964  William A. Skees  

Marvin Oxley  
1964-1965  James F. Bollman  
1965-1966  Sankey L. Blanton  
1966-1967  Alan Jackson  
1967-1968  Julius M. Ridgway  
1968-1969  Edward D. Minihan  
1969-1970  Kevin E. Cahill  
1970-1971  John Lancaster  
1971-1972  Larry Boland  
1972-1973  Charles Barton  

1973-1974  Larry Walter  
1974-1975  W. E. "Gene" Taylor  
1975-1976  Jerry E. Zoble  
1976-1977  P. David Cate  
1977-1978  Sarah Childress  
1978-1979       Les Aultman  
1979-1980  Philip R. Reeves  
1980-1981       Marshall Kern 
1981-1982  Stephen Oivanki  
1982- 1983   James W. "Buddy" Twiner  
1983- 1984   Charles H. Williams  
1984- 1985   C. Kip Ferns  
1985-1986  Steven S. Walkinshaw  
1986-1987  J. R. ""Bob" White  
1987-1988  Harry Spooner  
1988-1989  Stanley King  
1989-1990  Stan Galicki  
1990-1991  E. James Files, Jr.  
1991-1992  Stephen L. Ingram, Sr.  
1992-1993  Michael Noone/Stanley King  
1993-1994  Brian Sims  
1994-1995  C. W. "Neil" Barnes  
1995-1996  Lester Aultman  
1996-1997     Jack S. Moody  
1997-1998     George B. Vockroth 
1998-1999     Rick L. Ericksen 
1999-2000    Stanley King 
2000-2001    John C. Marble 
2001-2002    Andrew T. Sylte 
2002-2003    Aaron Lasker 
2003-2004    John G. Cox 
2004-2005    James E. Starnes  
2005-2006  Todd Hines 
2006-2007  Bob Schneeflock 
2007-2008  Tony Stuart 
2008-2009  Lisa Ivshin 
2009-2010  Joe Johnson 
2010-2011   Brian Sims 


	Martin M. Cassidy

	                       Attorneys at Law

	                     William F. Blair

	MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

	PAST PRESIDENTS 
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